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Hotw do you obtain most of your books ?" was askcd.
"Well, ive advcrtise to buy ail second-hand volumes at

thieliighcest rates, asid w oler to makc cstinîates. Occasion-
ally we get answcri from people who havc had books lying
away in their garrets for years. Especially iii houses in the
old part of tic city, wc frequently pick up rare old books ini

this wvay-somictimes valuable works in Americail liistory.
About six inonths ago, wc got soine fine antiques in that

way. There was a young gentlemian living in the house
whcre i',graindf.athcr used to live. This old gentlemian lîad
soine oli books, and Lî the young mani wanted to seil the
hieuse, lic wanted to clcauî out what he supposed to bc tra~il.
He wasjust about sclling it for wvaste paper, but lie sent for
us, and wc found that soine of the volumes wcre really valu-
able. Here, for instance is one of themn, it is a copy of the
first edition of Yoseo/tus, publislied in i609). Sonietimies
bo-oks are picked up i this way that froin their scarcity, arc
worth $50o to $ ioo each."

- You 4pokc of books of Amncrican bistory." suggested the
visiter, Ilis there niuchi dcsnand for that class of literature."

4Oh, yes, Arnerka,,a is the rage ju.it now. You will rc-
ienibcr the marvellous prices paid in Neiw York, not long

ago. for thc old books and papers of the Brinley collection."
IlDoes age alone givc a book value?"
"-Not always. Rarity is the chiefconsideration. For ii-

stance, here is a book which a fev yeatný ago sold for $u.5o.
It is Fords. H-iri'ory of Ilino.-is, published in 1854 It mras
suppressed on account of certain disloyal passages, and bias
become ver>' rare, only comparatively few being in existencz.
They seli now for $8.

-Then again. the imprint lias mucli to do witb the value.
A book printed by Bradford, one of the first Amnerican print..
ers, in 1698, wvas bought iii New jersey neot long ago for ten
cents, and was sold the other day for $ i.5o.

There is also a great intere.4 in books relating to the.


