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" Achmet was, Wowever,” difappointed in
this hope: his father would not lifien to
any arguments on the (ubje&; his hatred

againft the Chriftians being implacable,”  *

and more efpecially againft Doria, by
whofe conquering ‘fword :numbers of the
Turkith hoft had falten, _He would not,
herefore, be prevailed upon to foften the
captivity of the Venetian,

Achmet, finding ke could urge nothing
further in behalf of (Poria, without being
fufpe@ed of favouring too much the caufe
of the enemy, was filent : yet the fuffer-
ings of the noble youth remained ftrongly
impreffed on his mind ; and, at length, he

fuborned the keeper of the prifon, by li-

beral prefents, to favour his defign of al.
leviating his fuﬁ'ermgs fo that, through
his means, Doria cxpencnced indulgences

to which he was before 4 ftranger, 'and -

which ferved greatly to lighten the horrors
of his captivity.
Once, cvery day, he was permitted lo
ssake-the airin‘a large fpace of ‘ground ad-
joining to - the prifon, which contributed
-graatly ‘to the reftoration of his health, as
tbefore obferved, much impaired. He was
.alfo- 'accommodated with a bed and other
‘conveniences 3 and had no reafon ‘to com-
plain of theinferior quality; or fcantine(s
-of his'foad, - What greatly 'added to his
confolation was, the frequent vifits he re-
-ceived from the generous Achmer s -the
Tprightline(s of whole converfation fuffer-
,ed him not to feel the want: of -faciety;
;the total:deprivation of iwhich- s, perhaps
of all others, the moﬁ mfupportable nm:s-
fortune. o
* A friendfhip, the mamral ref ult of re-

sclyrocal wireues, ‘and fupérior: to the mere

- dépendence on local-iopinions and-trifling
‘jealodfies, cemented theif-fouls ; -and,on
the part‘of Doria, was increafed - by:.the
-moft:lively gratitude.-+ln this generous
interédarferof mutual efteem, timefeemed
\tmpzfs with-a lefs'weary flep;- yetsthe ac-
‘tive foul of the: Vmenan, rever pantmg for
tglory;‘could, at times, ‘but impatiently
brook the ferters that reftrained him. tuHe
*longed a8 *he wasmfed; to meet.danger in
yhe' field :andtopaur forth deﬁru&non on
!hEmfultmg foes .« b Dot
i:As he one'night:lay: On'hlS bed 'reﬂe&.
ung on -the :cruelty of ‘his. ﬁtuanon, -the
-7door of :the pnfon -unlocked.
Tedy thmkmg itimight be a’ warrant for his
execution,. it being the ‘dead -of - ‘pight, a
ftisie-when the "keeper - (eldom vifited: hlm,
‘rbut.on (extraordinary ~occalions  :to his
igreat’joy, the found it.to ' be Achmet e
$-Hafte, 'my.friend,”: (aid-the  youth; -
Hyou Would embrace life *and: hberty, lo(‘e
-gotamotmeént in following me.’ S
Dona readily prcpared to obey, and

Doria ftart- -

The Venetian.

arrayed himfelf, with all {peed, i a Turk-
ith habit which Achmet had purpofely
brought with him.

¢ To morrow,” faid Achmet, in alow
voice, ¢ your life, my friend, with other

‘of the Chriftian ‘prifoners taken in the lag

engagement, will be facrificed, to avenge
thofe of the Muffulmen who have been
flain in battle. Butfee,’ faid he, * Seli-
ma, the beautiful daughter of Orchanes,

¢ (the name of the keeper of theprifon) by

whom the happy Achmet is beloved, has
procured and refigned to me the keys of
thy prifon ; therefore hafte, and lofe. not
a moment.

"They both pafled, with the utmoﬁ rpecd
through feveral long avenues, and folding .
doors, till at length they found themfelves
without the prifon gates; from thence -
Achmet, without fpeaking, led the Vene-
tian through many bye firects and private’
ways, till they arrived at the fummit of a
hill, at a confiderable diftance from the
town ; there, taking a ring of great wvalue
from his finger, he putit upon that of Do-
riac ¢ Wear this,’ faid he, ¢in remem-
brance of our frnendﬂnp, and, fhould the
fateof *a captive Muﬂ‘ulman, at a future

‘peried, depend on your:voice, look on it,

and remcmber that Achmet ‘was a "Maho-
metan,

+:Doria, overcome-wnth the gcnerol‘ ty and

"kindnefs of Achmet, fell upon his neck,

‘and;réftrained not the tears. which already
uffufed bis-eyes »he -acknowledged the
kindnefs and generofity of the young Turk
in’the:warmeft-terms ; and declared that, -
ifor the fake of Achmet;.as-far.as was con.
iftent with:the honour of :a Chriftian fol.
dier, the intereft- of -the Turks..fhould be
dearto him. After, this affe@ing inter.

view they parted-; “Achmet retired toward-

the.city, and Dona o the’Vengtian camp,
where he ‘was received - with, umverfal ac-
clamations.of Joy 5 all unammouﬁy Jom-

Jngiin .the opinion that he had fallen a vic-

um long fince to the. hatred of the: Turks.
. The.war continuing between ithe Turks:
and Chrlﬁxans, Achmet .and -Doria. often

“met:in;the.field; but; though “duty obliged

them to enCounter as ehemies, ‘their hearts
were flill united; they'loved-and eftecmed
‘each.other with all the:warmth of: difinte-

refted friendfhip, and-earneflly” fighed for

that happy period, when peace being once
‘morecitablithed between thofe two pow. -
eri, thould render the intercourfe of - their
{riendfhip no longer a crime;. but, war

“ftill raged with: unabated fury ; feveral

battles were won and loft-both. on 'the
,ﬁde of the Venetians and Turkse: . - 1.
“‘ln one of thefe, the valliznt Savelli

| Ceuaml, an officer ‘of - d:ﬁmguxfhed rapk
“in'the Veneuan army, and the fazher of .

Dona,



