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have survived most of my old South On-
tario friends, and of my opponents too ;
and though some remain, most of these
appear to have left the field of active
politics to a younger generation. When I
made my first appearance in the riding, I
do not know that there were a dozen per-
sons in the riding who knew me person-
ally, but the electors were made aware
that I had the confidence of the great
Reform leader, Mr. Brown, and other
prominent Reformers of that time, and
that they desired to have me in Parlia-
ment. I discussed at public meetings in
the riding the questions of the day, and
when the election came on I had the
honor of being selected and nominated as
the Reform candidate, with the concur-
rence of the other aspirants for that honor.
I remember with gratitude the hearty
support which I received from them and
from the whole Reform party, as well as
from a sprinkling of Conservatives at that
election and at subsequent elections. I
represented the riding for nearly seven
years. During those seven years it hap-
pened that I was five times before the
people for election—thrice at as many
general elections, and twice at bye-elec-
tions, the two bye-elections being in con-
sequence of my accepting the office of
Provincial Secretary in the Brown-Dorion
Government of 1858, and of Postmaster-
General in the Coalition Government
formed in 1864, with Sir Etienne Tache
as Premier, for the purpose of settling
the difficulties between Upper and Lower
Canada, and settling the difficulties which
there also were between Protestants and
Roman Catholics as to Separate Schools
in Upper Canada, and kindred matters.
I had also been Postmaster-General in
the Macdonald-Dorion Government, form-
ed in 1863, just before the general elec-
tion of that year.

In 1864, the year in which he ac-
cepted the position of Vice-Chancellor,
he formed one of the famous British
North American conference at Quebec,
where the terms of Confederation were
settled. He is thus one of the fathers
of Confederation. The passage of the
Dual Representation Act in the On-
tario Parliament caused another radi-
cal change in Sir Oliver’s life, the
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retirement of Edward Blake and
Alexander Mackenzie from the Pro-
vincial House, in 1872, leading to
his call by the Lieutenant-Governor
to form a ministry. So he descended
from the Bench and re-entered the
arena of public life, and has ever since
that time—twenty-two years ago—
held the position of Premier and At-
torney-General. This is a remark-
able record for a government, a re-
cord without precedent in the history
of British constitutional government,
excelling even the record of the minis-
try of the second Pitt which remained
in power from the end of the year 1783
until early in 1801—a period of seven-
teen and a quarter years.

Such is the career, municipal, legal
judicial and parliamentary, sketched
in briefest outline, of Ontario’s Grand
Old Parliamentarian! and in his 74th
year he is donning the armor for
another quadrennial contest with his
political opponents. Notwithstanding
his advanced years, there is reason to
hope for a considerable prolongation
of Sir Oliver’s political career, for he
comes of an exceedingly long-lived
family, his father almost reaching the
threshold of the seventies, his mother
eighty-two years, his grandfather nine-
ty, and a sister of his father's dying
only a few years ago, in Caithness-
shire, at the age of one hundred and
one!

Sir Oliver may be said to be in his
prime at seventy-four, a mellow mid-
dle-age, and though, as he is seen daily
walking from his residence on St.
George-street to his office in the east-
ern wing of the Parliament Buildings,
a slow and cautious step, chiefly
caused by short-sightedness, and a
little of the over-bentness of the years,
may be discerned, yet it only needs a
conversation or a speech to convince
anyone that the mentality, the keen
perception, the legal ability to ana-
lyze a question, the readiness and skill
in debate, and the vigor of attack or
defence in political and parliamentary
warfare, are as much his as when he



