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We forbear {o extend this list—Qur
readers will now be able to form some
idea of the magoitude of the Bible Socie-
ty, although many of the principal ones,

. are not enumerated. ‘There are upwards
oftwo thousand now in existence.—The
prospect of establishing them in Spain, is
becoming more and more favourable ;
and ‘'we have good reason to believe, that
the time is not fur distant, when they will
be instituted in every Kingdom and Prin--
cipality throughout Europe. Asia apd
the East-India Islands are enlarging their
numbers—they are likewise multiplying
in Africa, and the West-Indies, South
Americu exhibits some signs of a willing-
ness to receive the worp oF LIFE, and
steps are now taking, to place the Bible
within its reach. North America is fol-
ling close upon the footsteps of Great
Britain, and storming the strong holds of
ignorance and superstition, for the ad-
mission of this heavenly light, Wecan-
not better close these remarks, than by
the concluding part of the- Eart of Li-
vERPoOL's Speech, at the formation of
the Ise of TuaNET AvUxiLiany BisLe
Society at Mareare,  “ Itwas aduty
(he said) we owed to divirie providénce,
to make all mankind fesl, that in acknow-
ledging the favours, Heaven has so
JDountitully conlerred upon us, we were
anxious to convey to them the greatest
blessing] Heaven' can hestow, by cir-
culating as extensively as possible, the
word of eternal life.” -
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From the Records of the -Uniled Breth-
-ven’s Chureh,
SOME ACCOUNT or Tne WALDENSES.
* Frequent mention being made in the
ancient history of the- brethren of that
society of christians, commonly called
‘Waldenses; it may be proper to intro-
duée our extracts by inserting a brief
abstract of their history. There is no
certain account of their origin, It ap-
pears most probable ‘that they had regu-
Adarlarly 'descended. from those, whe in
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the apostles’ days, heard and believed the-
gospel. ‘As long as those congragations,
which in the first ages of christianity;
liad been gathered together in. the various
countrias, remained faithful to .the doc-
wine of Jesus ‘Christ, and his apos-

tles, they constituted the true Christian .~

chureh, uaitedin one spirit. ‘But when,
in.process of time, and especially after
the heathen persecutions had ceased, the

greut body of christians had deviated from '

the pure doctrines of the gospel, and -

proportionably declined in true piety,
then all who saw and Jamented the pre-
vailing apostacy, sought fellowship with
one another, covenanted together, fuithe
fully to maintain” the truths as revealed
in the Bible, and to make them' the rule
of their lives ; and regulated their, con-
gregations according to the' practice *of
the upostles, Being on these accounts
hated and persecuted, by themore degen-
erate cbristians, they sought rest and shel-
ter in remote and sequesfered situations,
In the eighth century, ‘and_acording to
some historians, much earlier, a - consid-
erable number of these npright . people,.
who refuzed to participate in the daily
increasing depravity “of the Romish

church, Lad taken up their abode in the

deep vallies situated between the highest
Italian Alps, Hence they obtained the
name of Valenses, or Valley-men.—
They and “their posterity traced their
doctrines, and the sutcession of their
bishops from theaposties and the primi=
tive church, -Original and authentic docs
uments are indeed wanting to prove the
date of the first formation of this remar-
kable society. Probably in their first
beginnings, they did not commit their
history to writing : -and even suposing
them to have done so, it would be no
wonder, if, amidst the consfant perse-
cutions which they suffered from the Ro-
mish church, all their original records
bad been lost. It is, however, worthy
of remark, that the testimony of their
most inveterate enemies seems to con-
firm their apostolic origin,© Among ma-

ny other adversaries, was - Reinerus Sa- .
chon, who lived in the 13th century. Ha;. -
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