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How înany diTferent rites have these gray
old temples kno wn,

Whaut wonders or the past in tieir chronicles
of stone,

What terror and what error, what gleans of
love and trithi-

Have flaslied fromi these waîlls since the
world was in its youtli.

The poot goes on to tell, in this saime
beautiful style, how the land changed
fron paganismn to Christian ity, and h1ow\
where sang the monk in afte- years Ithe
warma blood of the victim flowed ii days
long since.

It is almost useless to multiply the
examples; the few wev have givel
should sufhice to show hbow very con-
nected vith history and iLs sîtudy is the
study of the nations' mounnients. In
some cases the monument inay b still
more truthbfui and more trlustworLhy
than even the record. For documents
inay be changed, may be lost, may be
injured Or efaedi-while a good monu-
nient remains ii spite of all changes
andi all dangers. The study of monît-
monts is, howev-er, far more dificult
than that of books. Space, distance,
time, and, above ail, ioney, is wating,
and now-a-days nearly every porson can
complain of -a lack of the last men-
tioned and most nûeessary of those re-
quisites. But for those who have the
chance, and who can afford it, they
should not lose the occasion of studying
the griat andi most fanions monuments
of whatever land they may Chance to
visit. Many people there are who can
travel through a country, and although
surrounded on aill sides by relies, anti-
quities, monuments, yet, by some
strange means, manage never to reimem-
ber any of tiei, while they can tell you
every vulgar jest or insignificant act
that they may have perfornied.

In ,Canada, as we have said, our
monumrental Mistory is very liiited, yet
we have some. We have been told that
the city of Quebec, the Athens of this
land, the gateway of :Canada, has no
really and truly grand monuments.
Persons say, it is true Quebec has its
litle pillar raised to the memory of
Wolfe, its other tower to the memc ries
of Wolfe and Montcalm, and its monu-
ment des braves, but these tell us no-
thing. What, they ask, can we leara
from these few pillars ? We answer
th'at the city of Quebec is itself a monu-

ment. It is a gigantic one. It is a mOn-
umoiint that will IorOver' stand upon its
anicicunt rock, and nothing will ovor
destroy it. Everygrat evont in Cana-
diai history iay be founlid recorded and
preserved in Somle shlipe or othor in the
city of Quebee. Il the wralls, iin the
CiLudel, in the guns thit line her ram-

parts, in the very antiquo gabled
houses, in the convents, ii the ehurhelies
-in and on overy inch of ground be-
lonuing to the aicient Capital.

Yes, evOn in this Coulitry we caln study
our listory by means of that second
grIat chain-oiir monuments. The pro-
servation, therefore, of overything
olel, of everythini grand, of ovory-
thing sacred to the inemories of min or
deeds or great events, should bo a self-
imposed duty for every personl, and
above :ll, fo r our public men.

Let us conclude by hoping that tho
study of the past, as illustrated and
helpted by monuments, may not bo con-
fiied alono to the old world, but miay
soon be foind in this noew and rising
country. Canada, preserve thy milonu-
iients, thoy inay serve thoc yet!

MICI1AEL PATRICK RYAN, M.P.

TrlF stranger vlo drops into the
Speaker's gallery, in the fouse of Com-
nïons ati Ottawa, and casts a sweeping
glance around the deliberative chamber,
having satisfied his natural curiosity in
the study of the marked leatures of the
prominent leaders of both political
patlies, svill most certainly have his
attention rivited foi a moment, by the
handsome manly open countenanco, the
bald unruflied i-ow', and prematurely
venerable hend of the present membor
for Mon treal Centre, seated a few rows
back on the right hand of the Speaker
and evidently following up the proeed-
ings of the House with the ah of a man
bent on attending to his business.

To represent Montreal Centre in the
lIouse of Commons of Canada is, per-
haps, the crowning ambition of the
career of an Irish Catholic in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. Any higher be can
scarcely expect to attiin politically,
whatever may b his aspirations. Three
French Canadians and an English-
speaking Protestant form the Lower


