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Ouerist’s Colum,

All matter intended for thia ealumn should be addressed
to[E. Q. Ford, Port Willlams, Kings County, N. 8  Questions
touching the sucaning of scriptures will e sladly recetved.

Q.—1st, What does the phrase ‘‘end of the world"
in Matt. xiii. 39, aud “‘end of this world " in verse
40 signify? Do these phrases refor to the end, or
timo of the destruction of this carth? And, if so,
then .

2nd. Why did tho rovisors put in the margin
of tho R. V.  consummation of the age I and

3rd. What did tho revisors meau by consumina-
tion of tho ago? 0.B. E.

Axns.—2. The phrass ‘‘ond of the world ” and
‘‘ond of this world,” in verses 39 and 40, and alsc
in verso 49 of this chapter, refer to tho timo of
which our Lord speaks in vorsos 41 and 43, ¢* whon
the Son of Man shall sond forth His angels, and
they shall gather out of Hie kingdom all things that
offend”——, at which time *‘ the rightoous shall
shine forth as tho sun in the Lingdom of their
Fathor ”——. In Matt. xxv. 31-32, wo aro told
that this separation will take placo ‘‘when the Son
of Man shall como in His glory and all tne holy
angols with Him"——. When Peter was speaking
of this coming, Acts iii, 21, he says of Christ:
¢ whom the heaven must receive until the times of
the restoration of all things whoreof God spoke by
the mouth of His prophets R. V. Again, in
1. Cor. xv. 23-24, Panl teaches plainly that at the
time of Chriat’s coming, ¢ then cometh the end, whon
He shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the
Father"——. From these paralled passages it is
ovident that the phrase *‘end of the world" in these
versos rofor to the time of the destruction of this
earth and the redemption of the children of God,

2. Many of the marginal notes 1n the R. V,
ropresent ¢ such differences of reading as were
judged to be of sufficient importance’ 1o require a
particular notice ; " and also, ¢* alternative render-
ings in difficult or debateable passages.” Kor one
or tho other of the above reasons we have tho
marginal reading, ‘‘the cousummation of the ago.”

8. Evidently, just what the word expressed; the
complotion and fulfilment of the things that God
had before spoken ‘“ by the mouth of all His holy
prophets.”

Q.—18t. Please explain Rev. xxii. 1-2. What
is meant by the ¢ pure water of life,” and ‘¢ the
tree of life with its twelve manner of fruits,” the
leaves of which were for the healing of the natious ?

2. Also, Maty. iii, 11-12. What is meant by
‘‘He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire?" Youne Discreee, P E. T,

Ans.—1. As the typical waters and the tree of
life in Eden have their fulfilment in Christ, and as
the waters in tho vision of Ezekiel are symbolical
of the triumphs and saunctifying influences of the
Gospel, so the “‘pure river of water of life.” and the
¢ tree of life,” in the vision of John, symbolize the
perpetual vitality and uninterrupred continuance of
glory, and fullness of joy promised to those who
¢ ghall have the right to the tree of life,” and
‘¢ enter in through the gates into tho city.”

2. Tho baptism of the spirit, hore spoken of, had
its fulfilment when the apostles received the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Acts ii, 1-4, and at
tho house of Cornelius, when the first Gentile
converts received the same mark of God's approval,
Acts x, 44-47.  As the baptism of the Spirit marks
the divine approval, so the ‘‘baptism of fire”
clearly points to the condemnation of thoso who
¢ obey not the Goapel of our Lord Jesus Chriat.”
This the twolfth verae clearly implies: *“ He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire,”

Q.—1st, Did Christ partake of the bread and
wine when He instituted the Lord’s suppoer.
B. & C.

Axs.—1. In Matt, xxvi. 29, we read : 7 will
not drink honcoforth of the fruit of the vine™ ;
and in Mark xiv. 25, ** 1 will no nore drink of the
fruit of the vine”——. From these Seriptures,
the meaning of which is, from this time forward, it
is evident that Christ did partake mith Iis
disciples,

Q.—1st. How do you underatand Matt. viii.
21-22. Did tho Lord actually refuse tho son the
privilege of burying his father ¢ H, M.

ANs —1. In all probability tho father was yet
living, and as this call to follow the Lord meant to
* preach the kingdom of God* (Luke ix. 60), the
gson desired to put the matter off till aftor tho death
of his fathor, then ho would go. But Christ teaches
us that no such considerations as this should keop
us from proaching the Gospel of tho kingdom; for
there will always bo those who are not intorested
in the kingdom, the spiritually doad, to *‘bury
their own dead.”

Q.—1st, How can it bo oxplained that the
prophecy found in Zechariah, concerning the
‘ thirty pieces of silver,” and the ‘* Potter's field,”
is quoted by the Apostle in Matt, xxvii, 9-10, and
ascribed o Jeremiah 7 H. A. D.

Axs.—1. Thisis confessedly a qiflicnlt matter to
oxplain satisfactorily. Some nuthoritics say that
some old manuscripts mention the name of no
prophet, but say, merely, ** spoken by the prophet ;
aud that in all probability the name of Jeramiah
was inserted by aome subsequont copyist. But
Dr. Lightfoot claims that the division of the pro-
phets, beginning with the book of Joremiah, was

called by the Jews after his name, because of the
high place he held among them; and that the bcok
of Zechariah, from which the Apostle quoted, was
in this division. For this reason ho insists that the
word Jeremiah is perfectly correct as standing at
the head of that division.

FROM JAPAN,

BY G. T. 8.

The Japaunese ave claiming that they have duno
in thirty yesrs that which required.three hundred
i Europ.. The advance from feudalism to a con-
stitutional form of government has been achieved
during this period. The cost in blood has been
small; the comfort and advantages gained by the
people have been large. There is not a Japanese
in all the empire who has not been benefited by
Jesus of Nazareth.

The treaties made by the foreiguers, led by the
sturdy and persistont Commodore Porry, gave great
offence to the majority of the people. A civil war
resulted, and the general of the army, called the
Tycoon, was cumpelled to givo way. The Emperor,
who had not really ruled the couatry for six hun-
dred yoars, was again restored to his seat of power.
The men who conquered intended to annul the
troaties and expel the hated foreigners, They
found their utter inability to accomplish such an
undertaking, and the nation awoke to the fact that
Japan was not the largest and most prosperous
nation in the world, The awakening was very
hard. Fortuuato!y_ the leaders were of good sense,
and they resoived to put Japan on a par with
western naticns, The Emperor made a promise
that he would give a constitution to the empire,
thus limiting his absolute power. The feudal lords
surrendered their fiefs to the emporor, and por-
suaded or compelled every other barou to do the
same. The Emperor emerged from his seclusion,
urganized a cabinet, aud the work of importing
western ctvilization aud products has comtinued
until this day. The promise of a conatitution,
made twenty years ago, has buen observed, and the

national congress of Japan met on the 25tk of

November, Thore was great rejoicing in every
part of the empire. Fluas floatod overywhere,
inuumerable paper lanterns mn gay colors illumin-
ated the streets for threo mights, whilo a large
amount of that foo to national prosperity —rice
beer — was destroyed, The destruction was effoctod
iu the usual manner by patriotic Japanese, and it
had the usual effect on the individual,

Tho Christians in the empire prayed for tho
country, for the national assembly, and for the
future. Uno preacher in Tokyo preached on the
Lord’s day before on the debt of gratitude they
owed to God because they had attained this froe-
dom withont oftort or 30lf-deaial. He told what it
cost the Americans, and as he followed our troops
through ice of tho Delaware and tho privations
of Valloy Forge he brought tears to the eyos of his
hearors.

Some Christians wanted to become members of
tho assom:bly. To gain popular favor they gave up
their faith or swirched the Christian name by their
conduct. Others stood by their principles whether
elected or not. About twelvo staunch Christisus
are in the lower house, which has three huPdrpd
membera, There are sight or ten more who have
been Christians, but have graduated — at, least they
dor’t work at it much. Oneo man was told that he
would better give up his positiun as elder in the
United Church of Christ if ho wished to bo elected.
Ho replied that he would rather be an elder in the
Christiun Church than president of the house., He
was elected. The lower honse selects three mem-
bars whose names are Jaid before the Emperor, who
chooses ono as president. The Emperor chose the
ono haviug the highest number of votes, He is
the elder montioned above,

Seven bodies of Presbyterians were too many
for the Japanese to uunderstand, so they pressed
the question of union. Some of the foreign mis-
sionaries did not like it: but the Japaness gained
the day. They have lately made another step
towatd the Now Testament. Their synod, which
meets hiennially, has latoly beld a session in Tokyo.,
Some of the Japanese members inade a motion to
throw away the Westminster Cor.fession of Faith,
Tho discussion continued for two days, when they
decided to My aside the Westminster and adopt the
apustles’ creed, as it is called. I beliova the apos-
tles’ creed. This church is kuown as the United
Church of Christ in Japan., Their creed is a simple
recital of the facts of the gospel contained in that
venerable summary, the simplest and best of human
creeds. If shey could be brought to apostolie
practice as to baptism they would soon stand com-
pletoly on the New Testament ground. Their ac-
tion shows their spirit, and that the future church
of Japan will be very different from that delivered
to themr by the foreigners, Tho Japanese want
union, The Methodists even asked why they should
not unite with the proposed united Congregation-
alists aud Presbyteriaue; but the self-supportiog
churches among the Methodists are few, and the
foreigners can thus keep up the sect spirit. Iiisa
time whor wo are needed, but our numbers are so
fow that our voices are drowned in the din. We
have three male missionaries in Japan and untold
opportuuitios. We ought to have at least one moro;
then we Would have ono for every ten millions of
Japauese, all accessible as no other people are. Wo
could accommodate forty missionaries— one to a
million —and weo could nse 320,000 in a school if
wo had the men to man it. Then our voices would
have weight, The Presbyterians have the men and
the means to give their preachers a good educaticn.
With the ridicule thoy throw on immersion and the
gratitude due their teachers affecting the Japanese,
it would be diflicult to influence them to change
their minds as to baptism. Wo baptized a Presby-
terian preacher lately. He formed a friendship
for one of our men in Shonai, which led him to
immersion.—Missionary Weekly.



