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Toronto Drug Trade.

To say that the retail drug tiade of
Toronto was in a promising condition
would be to express more optimism than
the candor of the writer justifies him in
‘doing. The business is virtually overdone
of itself, outside of the competition from
dry goods houses which has so recently
demoralized a profitable portion of drug
traflic.

It nay scem unkind to say so, but we
think that few who consider the matter
for a moment will contradict us when we
state that the presence of the Ontario
College of Pharmacy in this city has been
and will continue to be tie bane of its
drug trade. The attendance of students
at the college naturally makes them fam-
ilisr with the city and its attractions, and
there are but few of them who, with
means, and an exalted wdea of the attrac.
tiveness of doing a city bLusiness, are un-
willing to locate on some prominent corner,
advertised as being suitable for a drug
store. To this alone we ascribe the very
large number of druggists this city con-
tains—a number out of all proportion to
public demands, and such as positively
precludes the natural hopes of individual
succeess.

In one district in Toronto where, seven
years ago, five drug stores were to be
found, to-day may boe counted twenty. If
it were an outlying district there would
appear a reason for it, but, instead, it is
in the heart of the city where the popu-
Iation has not increased 20 per cent. in
that time.  Still; the number continues to
increase, and the profits to diminish ; for,
as each new-comer necessarily gets a shave
of trade, and the population is not coming
fast cnough to give it to him, he therefore

must. deprive ns neighiboring deugaists - f
a portion of therr trade.  Thus all saftvr
from over-competition somewhat, the old
er houses feeling it most, as they me ina
pusition to compare thetr varher and more
prosperous days with those of the preseat,
the vesult, as far as they are coneerned,
being that, feehny teade slipping from
them in outlying quarters where they for-
merly drew from, they are tempted to
aggravate matters by statting a brauch.

Under the present state of tiade,cutting
would be the wmevitable result but fu
some of the following reasons i—

In the feelings of city druggists there
is a prompting of ethical propriety which
forbids them taking u step in direet com-
petitive antagonism to one another.  The
moral foree exercised by the existence of
the Retail Druggists’ Association, even
over those .not its members, deters them
from taking a step unsanctioned by it
These rensons undoubtedly cexeraise a
poteat intluence, but possibly the most
powerful detervent, is the fact that only
those financially strong could survive it.
The financially strong do not consider
cutting a profitable business, and hence
do not take such a step until forced to m
defence of their trade.

The old established tiem of Hooper &
Co., which stuck to the general price of
drug sundries along with the other deug
gists of Toronto until they lost the sale of
thousands of dollars worth of these goods
and practically their trade in them alto
gether, only adopted a defensive attitude
when threatened with 2 loss of their
patent trade also, and even thea only cut-
ting on the well-advertised pateats sold
by dry goods houses.

Their action in an ethical sense 1s doubt
less generally condemned, but in a consid
eration of the matter individually appli
cable to them, the wisdot of thew course
cannot well be denied.  Under present
civcumstances they possess the advantages
of competing with dry goods houses with
out suffering the loss of competition from
drufigists, while, at thesame time, the
proportion of their business subject to cut
rates is so linnted that in possessing the
advantages of the advertisement secured
by it to increase the demand for other
articles they are more than compensated.
The public i1s the same the world over, the
cheapest seller secures the greatest number
of buyers. If it were not so Torento
druggists would not be salfering from the
deprivation of their drug sundry trade, ns
it is not sympathy for Eaton or others

that prosupts purchascs to buy from them,
but & cold adealative cunsidetation  for
the contents of theit pocket books.

The attempt made by the LVoronto As
sucitation to cut ofl the supplivs of cutters
through Wholesale Deuyg and Proprietary
Medicine Houses, did not meet with the
suceess that the devoted work of its ne
tve membets deserved. @ The nimble pen

L0y ase succerds, and gy the Association

las Tound that out, they  have adopted o
plan, based on that trasm, to aflvet those
mosl aterested e heeping patent reme
divs prominently before the public, name-
Iy, the manutacturers

The druggists have ever heen the spon-
sors, as L were, for all this elass of pre
parationy, and ns they decline to continue
to act s such without being faivly remun
crated, they have determined to manufae
{ure substitutes, which with a wmore per-
fect koowledue of their contents, they
will feef safe i recommending.  This may
not be the true sulution of this ditliculty,
hut 1if unitedly cavried out by the city
draggists, it wil undoubtedly have a
marked offect iu dimimshing the sale of
the kte popular patent remedies in Tor
oo, and way possibly be sulliciently of
fective, as an obstructive measure to in-
duce manutacturers o take sueh preenu.
tions as will effectively preclude their sale
by dey gootds houscs.  Come what will,
the draggists are appavently determined
to fight for what they believe to be their
right. They will always retain  good por-
tronof the patent mediane trade umder any
circumstances, and what they cannot rve-
taun they wall dimage ns nuch as possible.
The fight will not now be to cut il supplics,
but to cut off demand by displacement.

The success of the experiment heve will
Juubthess be watched with interest, whers
ever such trouble theaatens, and o know-
Tedge of this fact will serve to stimulate
the Tutonto monbers to act unitedly and
furcefally 1 the maintenanee of the poliey
they have adopted.  humediate decisive
results cannot justly be expected. as all
innations take time . but if, as we
woukl like to hope, the draggists of Tor
vty can aintain their presont unity of
action, even thuugh it should be under a
definite arrangement to cut on the pre-
sent slaughtonad artices, and can in one
ot tnw yeats time get profitable control of
A pruprictary tiade that anet by any
pusstble means be encreached upon by
diy guuds bwases, they will have made a
temporary sactifice tu seeure a permanent
benefitwhichall will gladly Le partakersof,



