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Overdue Accounts.

Mr. James E. Davis gave an address apon
the above subject before the Phanmaceutical
Society of Detroit. The ¢ssiay shows the
marks of careful thought and preparation.
The selections made below are especially
commended to retailers.  He says .~ When
an account 1s not paid when due, mnterest
should be charged on all eacess time taken.
This is right, perfectly legitimate and good
business logic.  Still, many retailers, for une
recason or another, do not pay thewr bills
when due, and even in some instances after
taking thinty, sixty or ninety days eatratune,
make great comnplaints if interest 15 added.
Now, there are of course many retalers
who, when their bill is about due, if they
cannot weet it, will write, stating they are
hard up, ask for a slight extension, and re-
quest the jobber to add interest, but these
are the exception, and not the tule. How-
cvar, as that may be, the wholesale merchant
is not a banker, and retailers should get
more in the habit of borrowing from their
interior banks, aud discounting their bills
with the jobbers. The retail dealers would
then soon ascertainthe fact that banks do not
loan money without interest, and this should
teach them that the charge of the jobber is
perfectly correct and just, and that it should
not be objected to, but pad without ques-
tion. There is another point in relation to
the above that retailers should not overlook,
and that isthat many jobber: are compelled,
from the lack of capital, 1o borrow money
from their city banks, in order to carry their
customers and meet their own bills, and

_interest must be paid on every dollar they

borrow. If rvetail dealers would horrow
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from the local banks, and discount therr
bills, jobbers could run ¢hewr business on
from 23 1o 30 per cent less capital.  Dis-
couut all your bills for one year and sec how
much money you will save, 1t will be enough
to pay for a good clerk.

If all retail dealers would adopt the plan
of sending out monthiy statements, the same
#s johbers, it would faalitate thew making
collections  Most retaulers send ot state-
wents twice per year, and frequently an aq
vount gets very lavge dwring that ume,
consequently it is much harder for the con:
samer to pay, and to go still further, 1t 15 just
so much harder for the jobber, who suffers
‘rom lack of collections un the part of the re-
tail dealer. 1 note with pleasure that some
retailers have already started i the good
work of <ending out monthly statements, and
reports have reached e that it worhs splen-
didly, that it makes collections better, ang
that it is growing in favor with the consumer,
who was at first indined to take exception
toit If every retailer would turn over a
new leaf on the 1st of Januan, and send out
monthly statements, such a resolatiun would
tike place in collections that Loth retulers
and wholesalers would be astomshed. The
small dealer would make inore money by dis-
counting s bills, and the jobber would save
interest by running his business on less
capital - Do not wait fur your neighbor and
competitor to start in this goud work, but
commence yoursclf, and others are sure 1o
follow

Expensive Medicines.

At a recent exhibition of the Amencan
Pubhic Health Association in Brooklyn, says
the Analyst, one manufactuning chemst, E.
Merck, exhibited a case of bottles about
cnough to fill an ordinary barrel, the total
value of which was over $30,000. The most
costly drug 1 the case was labelled * Hom-
atropine hydrobromate, cryst.” It was all
1 one bottle, containing six pounds, and was
ralued at $12,000, orat the rate of $2,100 a
pound. This drug ts an alkalmd, artuticially
prepared from atropine.  Its cffects are simi-
larto atropmne, but not so lasting. Itisa
preparation of belladona and 1s chiefly used
in treatinent of the eycs, and always in mu-
nute quantitics. It expands the pupil of the
eye. This substance is a striking llustra-
tion of the application of chemistry to well-
known remedies. The physician does not

deal so much with substances m their crude
form as with the quintessence or active prin-
aples, By ths means all superfluous mat-
ter is removed and only that part which s
needed to be used m the healmy art 1s given
to the patient. ‘Thus, not only have the
1outs, herbs, fluwers, seeds, barks, juices,ores
andd carths of ancient medicine been furced
to ginve up then essential and active parts to
the setort ur cruable of the chemnst and to
reappear freed from dioss or inert mattes,
teduced in guantity, but sastly magnified in
mtensity of action, but entirely new combi-
nations of elements have been devised by
chemieal saence and formed by chemical
art, and wholly new and previously un.
thought of modes of action m the human
organism have been achieved by some of
these new formauuns.  As the hecaling art
has bevome speaahzed, and no one physi-
cian JJaims to be able to treat all allments,
su the use of speaal drugs for speaal treat-
wien has become necessary, so that it is dif-
ficult to tind even o druggist who s famibar
with every one of the drugs now in the mar-
khet.  The United States Pharmacopasia s a
buge Look, with the contents of which but
few are thuroughly fannbiar. Yer to geta
List of druys i actual use it will be neces-
sary o study alsu the German *harmacopaia
«and the Bnush Pharmacvpaaa.  In the ex-
hibition referred to, one house showed 150
artiles unly out of 6,000 produced 1n the la-
butatonies.  Amung the expensive drugs s
acontine alkaloid, an amorphous powder
from acomtum napellus, monkshood or wolfs-
bane. Itis used in febnle discases and neu-
ralgia. A boutle of this containing about
three pounds 1s walued at $48y.50. A bottle
of anemomn, contaning 33 ounces, about
the size of a pony of beer, is valued at $191.-
45. There are tlurteen different preparations
of caffeme in small bottles at from $16 10
$28 per bouwle. This medicine has lately
been apphied suceessfully in Bright's disease.
A small bottlc of chelidonine atkaloid, con-
tauning three ounces, made from tetterwort,
used in skin discases and scrofula and dropsy,
s valued at §88. Cocaine, which has the
power when applied to any part of the .bOdy
to render that part insensible to pain or
touch during a short time, is ruther an ex-
pens.ve drug - a bottle containingabout four
pounds is valued at $420. A bottle of can-
tharadin crystals, the old-time blisterin a
new form, was valued at $133. Codeine



