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and fibres organized into symmetiical
order, so as to produce iunuraerable
connections, ctossings, and junctions of
exquisite delicacy. The mental asso-
ciations are formed by combinations of
cutrents in the brain and e made
permanent by the growth and modification
of cells at thie point of union.  When an
impression is made upon the brain a
change 1s produced and an effect 1emains
in the brain substance. 1f it be 1epeated
the change is deepened and the effect
becomes more  lasting. Iutellectual
capacity is therefore at bottom an  affain
of physical impiessibility and is subjected
to limitations.

The writer of *“ Objections " then pro-
ceeds to mahe the remark that ** Nothing
once acquited is ever lost.”  Mi. Bain
says: '‘ Excitable brains that can com-
mand a very great concentiation of force
upon a subject will be proportionately
improved for the time being. By drawing
upon the strength of the futme we e
able to fix tempomranly a great variety of
impressions during  the exaltation  of
cerebial power that the excitement gives
The occasion past, the brain must be idle
for a corresponding lengrh of time, v.hile
a large portion of the excited impressions
will gradnally perish away.”  The biain
should be carefully ttained and husbanded.
We must bear in mind that in ““life’s
short span ” we cannot learn everything,
for while we itte endeavoring to master
one coutse of study, the previons meuntal
impressions will of necessity be crowded
it to make toon: for those we are now
loading the biain with.  So that it
behooves us to use cateful judgment in
choosing those hues of thought which
will be of the gieatest use to us throngh-
out life, and which we can see exemplified
in our daily surroundings.  If we do this
onr conceptions, instead of fading away,
will be strengthened and stimulated,
and we will be capable of deeper thought
and clearer perception.

My contespondent says : ¢ We have uo

g1eat names ¢u out 1ecords who have left
gems of thought to the woild, but we find

that their souls were 10used by the
writings f past thinkers.” It is to be

regretted that she has never heard the
thiilling  wames  of  Newton, Watt,
Stephenson and Edisoy, and many other
equally illustiions names, aud, in ail
stncerity, I would advise that she dili-
gently seaich till she comes across them,
and that she read the early lives of these
men, and it is the humble opinion of the
writer that she will find they have become
famous, not by 1eading “ the witings of
past thinkers,” but by careful observation
and indefatigable study of the natural
phenomeuna presented by every-day life.

In conclusion I wish to express the
hepe that Tam not transgressing to too
great an extent on the time of the Editois
of the “ Poirtfolio,” and that the length
of this 1eply will not be considered an
imposition on good nature.

BLuFr.

s+ Salutatory. ¢

PLEASURES OF SCIENCE.

Lesan A0 W SEUTCLIFFE.

RIENDS andacquaintances! Ibid you
1o-night in behalf of Class ’go a heaty
welcome ! You have come to show us

by yvour svmpathy and kindly feeling that
vou are interested in us, and we are
grateful for it.  To-night we are entering
upon another life, new cates and new
joys are opening before us, and e
resolutely turn our faces from the past
with its joys and soirows so inextricably
comingled, and put our forces to our new
work, hoping that the futmie will show
our efforts have not been in vain. We
are  to sepmate—different  callings,
aspitations and circumstances, will make
our paths through life diverge, but the
chain of friendship will not be broken—it
1s too Armly welded by association and by
our mutual experiences of joy and sorrow
for absence to sever. It is with sadness
that we will say farewell, but we look
with pleasure to the future when we hope
to fulfill the expectations of our teachers,
and prove that the lessons leained while
heie have not been in vain.

The actual benefits which humanity

has 1eaped from the developments of



