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QNE of the inost fascitiating
,;A>t 0 books in Liteiatture is

\'Vasliiigton Irvin)g's littie volume the
AI liambra.

As a work of description it stands un-
iivaled for exqnisite word painuting an~d
poetic beatity.

It is a collection of tales, essays and
legeîids of thxe Moorisir people and tlheîr
celebrated palace, the Alhambra

l'le antiior begins by describing bis
jouriiey from Seville to Granada. Hie
leav'es the quaint Spanishi towvî in
coiuîpany witli several friends, wvho
according to Spanisli custom are to ac-
coinpany im for- a few miles out of
Seville. The journey is described as
onily Irving can ; the wild inounitain
scenery, the ruiîis of stately Mcorisi~
casties, sulent reminders of the fate of

nations;, and finally the entrance into the
faions 1Nfoorishi capital, Graniada.

TI.e Alliainbira was a fortress and
palace of the M1oors maîil they wvere
driven otit bv Ferdinanîd and Isabella.
It was begtun in the iniddle of the 13tli
century by Alhiamnar, a \vell beloved
Moorishi King.

Firinly believing tliat the great Mosleiii
Kingdoi lu Spai, would, by the wvill of
Allali, endurie thiiongli al] ages, lie wislied
to biiild ain edifice fit to be the palace of
a Huie of Moorsi Kings. Mis successors
eachi in turni, took til the wvork emnploying
the best arclîitects anid artists in the
K i ngd 01>1.

l11 1348 it was fitnislied by Yusef, an-
other wel I beloved Moorishi ionar-cl.
It %vas lus deliglit to continually add to
the beauty of the palace. Gar dens
blonrned on every Iuand, fountains flaslied
ini tue suiuliglit, and the architecture of
Uts halls resembled frost wvork ini its
(lelic acy.

Wlxen we tluink of the work and nioney
expended by the Moors in the building of
tlîeir palace, by tlieir faith in Allaîx and
the duration of tlueir kingdorx, we can
better tinderstand tîxeir sorrow when
Boabdill, their last King, was compelled
to deliver to thie victorjons Ferdinande
and Isahella, the keys of the Alhambra,
anud tliey weve drivexi forever froru the
cotintry they Ioved.

At present the Alhambra is vacant
except iii the more remnote and dis-
natlted parts wvhicli shielter a motley
throng of gypsies, beggars and crippled
soldiers.

The governor of the province resides
in the city, at thue time of the autlxor's
visit, and the palace is put in charge of a
Spaniish w9man and lier pretty niece. whio
act as guides to visitors.

Irving receives an invitation from the
governor to occupy his appartments in


