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Ilcoming of winter, withi the
comparative leisure that it
brings to those employed, as

are most of the readers of I)PS AND
DowNs, and the thought of long
winter evenings, and parties, and
festivities, and social gatherings,
raise in many of our minds questions
flot easy to answer as to what
amongst7 various amusements and
indulgences is wrong and harmful,
and what cari be enjoyed innocently
and without feeling that we are act-
ing, inconsistently or bringing shanie
upon the name of Christ or dis-
honour to His cause.

In our own experience these ques-
tions are of daily occurrence. What
is the harrn ini a gaine of cards?
VVhat is there more sinftil in a
rubber of whist than à gante of
chess? Why is lancina ,~o strontyly
disappro vpe by cra' ii't' î

when it is -pokf'n of Ir' Ille Pille,
vi thout -ondem n t ion %rid j q ri,

garded hy înany wor thIy pc~t i

the pri-spet day ag ak Ilîaltliv anid
graceful accom plicsiri t?! \V lia t
harm is thtere in a nian ral<inga 1wi
glass of beer, and1 vhat (,an theFr-- Il<
to find failit with in lit-, hnoir >i-,
pipe in nioderation ? Wlîat 1-, tliptre
wrong in going to the theatre, and
are not many people of high stand-
ing, in t he religious world often ta lie
seen at the play? XVhy shouild a
Christian inan or wornani be thoniglîr.
out of place at a bail, a card l)arty
or a football match? Why are "'e
to set ail sorts of limitations tupon
the enjoyinent of our h ves, and
wvhere are Clisîaîîtis bijheîî (o go
through the 'vorld witi long fi -s

condeîîîlîîng and 11 tarijdlii ,,, loi fion
thîeîr ft-Ilho iiit,-î> Pi I ht\, îo iid~
Our MVasteî \VliCiIl -'Il <iii i'ii

ili tue ei;îîui iii -st t

ibid II Id~, 1< .t I WI i .. '

t hat ia d I een ex-ait ~land
graciotusly saving the lioct frr'în tueé
embarrassmient ttiat % ou1i liave
been cansed by the failure of the
supply? 1.)o flot the people who are
most prone ta sit in judgment upon
others in respect of these amusement s
and indulgences commit far worse
offences under the cloa k of religion?
Do they flot often display a bitter-
ness and intolerance, an eagerness
ta condemn in their attitude toward
wbat t.hey regard as the weaknesses
or vices of their brethren, that dis-
covers an unloveliness character, an
tun-Chirist-lke spirit tbat is far more
intolerable tiian the very '\ orst of
thecie vices and foies? WeTe flot
thclIlarcie thp iocit s, rlupullous
of ail t1pi'' Jewi0l. roiiiiiV Ir'

t of <<gît ýVar'I 01'i,'rviti' the

ur-': wle %v\( e ',,. ~, r Il t

-:c f 't for t i irir't q ra' t iii t ''r il
rer v Pr 1 i l~ rnoct tinF ill iing (m<<

o r iti' crlll lîc i ci rie; a<rI,,,s

%v-itlk il * j I -t aIl 0flir ' l iftc

quiestions fou<eteievc nj'î wr,?

\Ve cannot, if \ve are sincere, r ,st
content Nvîth condenining or abstain-
ing- fronti certain tlîings that fromn our
traininxg or ci rc iiistaii(,es or nie ntalI
lhabits we hiave [Io taste for, anI

cliosngto regardl as li Ic or
veiiillIIose (lia t we iijoy ai I \ 1 t I)
iirc labitiuai tousl,. Ift wc (Io tliis,\c
shla1I srrîii ~i\>\er,!s ix < iii 1 It'il
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