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asp(ets Of this subject four mleiznbers Of the medical profession taok part
in a smoimat the Royal Society Of Medicine, London.Dr.W.Hlale White, Physician to Gly's 110ospital discuissed somne cfthe causes. The flrst he took up was pyorrhoea alveolaris. This condti-tion prevents proper miastication and, at the saine timec, mlixes the foodj
w'ith disease causing icro-organisms. These organisms nay cause4t in-testinal toxaemia, Or they may enter the blOod stream and give ris. to)
sept iewenn&

Other organismas play an important part. It la eclimed by higliouthorities that the aduit humnan being excretes froin the(_ intiestinalcanal about 128 billions of bacteria, and that 99 per cent. of theýSe aredead. Aniother thing that must be rexnenibered is the influenc oneforin of bactericismi has over the other. Thus the colon bacililus seemal,,to b. inimiesi to others, and destroys the typhoid bacillus. But thebacillus enteritidis n1ay destroy .the colon -bacil 1us. It lias been observedthat in hot climates the flora of the intestinal canal is muchel more abuin-dont thon iu cold dlimates. In far north regions the intetiacal
mnay becomne sterile. al

Up tO the( present no one lias been able ta show what these n, si
nal toxines are. Muci lias been said abouit the presence of ind(icanl andl,
ethereal suiphates in the urine; but a persan mnay voidJ these colistituweents in the urine for a long tinie and remain in apparent good health.Experiments in the laboratory must not be taken as too conclusive, asthse absorption o! a toxirn fromn the alimentary canal,1 i5 flot by anyý
mneans thse samne in effeets as when it la injecte(] into the animal either
b>' way of a vein or uimier thse skin.

There is no definite clinical picture of intestinal toxoinia. onef<r o! intestinal irritation and toxoemiia mnay arise frain anl excess ofcarbohydrate food. Iu the case of a child who la thus fed, tlie stools con.-tain a green eoloring matter with an excess a! fatty acids, and the,,irrntate thse anus. Thse intestines are distcnded witis gos. In enterogen-
ms yansisthere la in one variety of nitrite in thse blood and lu anotherteeis hydrogen sulphide. The relief of the constipation relieves flic

Mucis las been said about constipation as a cause of tax&muia.
reeare smie things that inust b. borne in immd, howcver, in thi».
,onnctio. I the. case o! toxenila froin bacterial origin there need not)e constipation, as the aniaunt of taxin will depend upon thse number

tn indo bacteria. So that toxaSmia is no proof o! intestinal stasis.
[tha bee» held b>' soine that tiscre are adhcslous, bands, kinks, apurs,»»c. b ere are not a sufficieut number o! cases of an>' onc type tou Usf te conclusions that these conditions are thse causes of intestinal


