
368 TE CANADA LANCIET.

(3) The siinplicity, case, and safety of the eniicleation operation as
com pared ei ther wil partial or' comipk4e thy roidectomy.

In reviewing( the literature of the sulbject, 1 arn aile to find verv e
and ii-nperfect references to the condition. Varions text-books inake the
assertion that thyroiditis is rare, usually occurringr in the course of
typhoid. Lever or soine other infection, that the condition is very uncorn-
rnonly primary, that wvhen it does so occur it usually gocs on to resolu-
tion, and that suppuration in these cases is decidedly rare.

Tavel, of Berne, writing fromi Kocher's clinic, lias issuied a mono-
gr11aph. (1) entitled "Uber Die Atielogie der Strumitis" ii -whici lie divides
the cases into two grotips :-(a) those depending on direct infection, (b)
those of hoematogenic origin. Dou btless iny case was of the second-class,
but the point of entry for the infection is more difficuit, to detcrine.

According to Lebert whose classical article -%vas publishied in the
Krankhi. der Schiid-druse (2), suppuration ensues in 60 per cent. of aifl
cases of thyroidîtis, and 2ô per cent. of ail cases are fatal. Fromi the
caises rcported in recent literature, the proportion of suppuration -wouidl
not secmi to be so large. In this connection Rocher (3) reports twenty-
four cases of strurnitis, (presumably suppurativo) in eleven of whicli
aspiration, electrolysis, or interstitial injections had been carried out, and
iii six more other detinite predisposing causes wure present. In nliy case
aithougli aspiration was practised, stili it was only under absolutely
aseptic precautions, and the fact that the temperature range, before and
after the aspiration wvas identical, precludes the rossibility tlîat the sup-
puration depended on the aspiration.

As an example of the hz-eiatogenic group abo\'e noted niay be
takçen Oulinent's (4) report of a case of suppurative thiyroiditis, followecl
l'y py.-oemia and deat.h, occuring diiring the inenistrual -p('iiod ; in whichi
he exproa3sesý the opinion that the infection iinay have coine froîni the
u terus.

Cases of primnary thyroiditis terrninating in resolution are apparent-
ly mnore commiion. Johni H. Brailshawv (5) reports a case of this character
wliich rau an afebrile course. Before the Societè Medicale des Hepitaux,
M. Gallard (6) reported a case, also apparently of prinary inflamimation
of the thyroid, accompanied by fever and rapi(i pulse. This case ter-
iiuinated in resolution, thoughi there were, several attacks of p)alpitation~
and Ftachycardia <128-140 per min.) subsequently. Iii the Brit. Mcd.
.Joutr. is reported (7 ') thie case of a ehild. wlio had been sutfering from a
nasal catarrh, and who, developed sudden enlarginent of the thyroid, with.
a, teniperature-, of 103 degrrees. Treatinenf, by leeching, etc. brougit, abolit
resolution. H-ere the infection in-ay have been froini the pharynx.
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