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Table of Cases of Fem

oral and Popliteal A

Treated

neUrLSn

by Compression.

hemicrania, paralysis of the facial nerve, complaints of the cavity
of the cranium, &c.

M. Honore mentioned a case of intense neuralgia, which was
alleviated by the izathing of the vapaur of ether, placed in a
vessel with 2 large mouth, heid close under the mouth.

M. Malgaigne made the following important ubservations as to
the consequence of the use of cther.  In the case of ampuiation
of the leg, he believed that there was less reaction than in
widinary cases; and anather point, which he recorsmended to the
attention of psychologists, wus, thal in mo<t cases it appeared

4 that the seat of sensution for pain was different from the seat of

ordinary sensibility. Many patientsretained perfeet conscionsness,
understanding what was said to them, answering correctly, but
feeling no pain; it really appesred to him that there were two
centres of sensation.

- A discussion also took place at the meeting of the Academy of
Sciences, on Junuary 18, when M. Velpean stated that he had

1 failed in obtaining a camplete and sulisfactory result from the

use of the vapour of ether.  One pativnt had proved unmanage.
able. In auother, the sensorial functioms were evidently dus
turbed ; but he had suffered pain while being operated on. A
third had suffered in a like muuner; but declared that he wus

 plunged into such u state of ccstasy, that he was finable to

complain.  In short, it appeared that it succeeded with certain
persons, and fuiled with others ; and that it was not proved to be
altogether without danger.

M. Dunas said that hie had been led, from some experiments,
to believe that the ether possessed a cataleptic power.

On the 22d of Junuary, M. Velpeuu, ut the Hépital du Charité,

§ having uscd an apparatus constructed by M. Charriere, suceeeded

perfectly in removing a tumor without pain.  ‘The ethereal
vapeur was inhaled by the patient about four minutes, sfier which
time complete insensibility and relaxation of the muscies were
manifested.

M H. Larrey, who assisted at the operation, suggested the

; valuable assirtunce that the agent would render in the reducing

of difficult luxations,

At the Hopital du Midi, a case oceurred in which the sensibility
seemed o have been exalted by the mbulation,

The influence of the vapour has also been tested by M. Guer.
oant, at the Hépital des Enfunis, on two children.  One child,
whaose finger was amputated, declared that she felt puin, but was
totally unable to cry out.  The other, on recovering from the
state of insensibility into which she bud been thrown, declared
shut she had no recollection whatever of the operation.

At the Hépital du Midi, B Ricord, in injecting in a double
hydrocele, employed the inbalanion with succees, though he was
obliged to renew its infinence twice during the operation. A
second patient, sfflicted with single hydrueele, siter respiring
vapour for thirteen minutes, full into a complete state of insensi-
bility ; the limbs were relazed ; the pupils confracted ; the con.

A thrd

; patienl, whe was apparently perfectly under the influence of the
- ether, suffered the nsnal amount of pain during an operation for

removing a twmnor frum the rectuny.

In the first two cuses, a state of intense exhilaration preceded
that of ineensibility. In thelast, the use of the ether was followed
by sickness and fainting.

At the mwetiug of the Societé de Chirurgie de Paris, January
13.}847. M. Malgaigne mentivaed a case in which the inbalation
having becn continued for too long & time, caused sinking of the
pulse aud coldness of the extremitics to such an extent, that fears
were cntertained for the life of the patient.

At the meeting of the Académie de Medécine, January 26,
1847, M. Landouzy ealled attention to a cuse, where heemorrhage,
after romoval of a smull tumor from the mastoid prucess, did not
come on till half an hour after the performance of the operation ;
and suggrested that surgeons should be on their guard lest uccideuts
might happen from the arterics not beiug sccured. ‘

M. Honoré stated, thut be had succeeded relicving a patient
afflicted with most abstinate neuralgia of the lace, by the inhalu-
tion of ether vapour for about twn minates,

Académie des Sciences, meeting January 25.—M. Gerdy
refated several experiments with tite vapour of cther, the resulte!
of which had been satisfactory in the highest degree.

From the above it will be scen, that the success which our

Reighbours have met with bas been varied ; but we think that

in most of the cases in which the ether failed to produce its
stupifying cffeet, that fault was: clearly in the instrument used
for its administration. At first they attempted to usc this agent
by causing the patient to inspire by the nostrils, and respire by
the mouth. and vice versa; but alterwards they found it requisite
to close the nostrils while respiration was carried on by the mouth
alone,

The fact announced by M. Malgaigne, that some of the pa.
tients retained their consciousness, but felt no pain while being
operated on, is most interesting, and we leave it to be commented
on by physiologists; but the statement requires confirmation by
other obseryers. '

The influcnce, also, over the power of ezpression of pain, is
ulso verv curions, but seemed to be quite an uncommon result ;
for we only find that this was the case in two out of the nume. .
rous euser quoted.

The continued lethargy, with failing of the pulse, and coldness
of the extremitics, is certainly a most awkward comyplication to -
dral with in treating the shock of un operation, and one which
should make us cautious in the employment of the vapour of
cther.  In this country, m more cases than one, this unpleasant
effeat followed its use. : :

Ii the vapour of cther prove an efficient therapeutic agent in
the treatment of neoralgic affectinns, then, indeed, will its intro.
duction prove a buon 10 socicty.  And we much regret that M.
Honoré did not give u more detailed account of those cases in
which he employed this remedy.—London Lancet.

Tabular Arvangement of all the Cases of Femoral and Popliteal
Aneurism which have heen treated by pressure on the Femoral
Arteries in Great Britain and {reland.
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*“I'hus 29 cuses of ancurism~— 6 femoral und 23 popliteal—have
becn trcated by pressure upon the artery Jeading to the sue ; in 4
the femoral artery wus tied, chiefly from want of confidence in
pressure, on the part of either surgeon or paticnt, and in 25 m-
stances U mode of treatment was successtul. M. ‘Fodd's three
cases, Sir Phibp Cramptow’s case, Mr, Duggan’s case, Mr. Cu.
wnck’s case in 1826, and also that of Dr. Motloy and Mr. O'Far.
rells two cuses, have not bzen before introduced into any of the
nutires or tubles of this operation which have appeared in the
periodicals. ‘

In ten instances, local pressure on the ancurismal tumour by
means of pads and bandages was used, in additien to the pressure
by the instrument.  An examination of the published cases will
show how irregularly the pressure wus applied ; and it 1s quite
apparent that ‘its removal at a particular time, even for a few
minutes, and aliowing the flow of bluod through the sac again to
take place, will undo ail that had been hefore effected. It is,
rovrevyer, very possible, that in many instunces the pressure has



