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was iii danger of forf'citing bis life on the spot for' bis rasliness, and hiad
muchi to (Io to elude lus puirsuers, if hie was fortuniate enoughi to es cape
thecir deadly wc'apons in the first hostile enicouniter. Things wenit Ôni
in this mainier iiitil the several states Nvece obligred to declare open
hostilities against eachi other iii order to p)roteet their rights the
betteu'. Fromn this tinie they iere eng-aged in constant warfare, more
particularly against thecir iimmiediate neiglibours. The lifdiails say,
this iwarlike attitude amoiig the varions tribes in the old tirils was
oecasione(l rather by the force of circuistanees than by the more love
of slaiighter or warlikie enterprise ; thiat it wvas niot altogodiier a wvaî of
exterminiationi or coinquebt, andl it %would appear fromn thieir statements
that the practice of carrying- 011 cruel extcriiatin)g warq 11ras adoptodl
after the discoveî'v of Ameriea by the E iroin'(,iis. In facet, it iras iii-
trodueed by thein, and great care iras taken in u-,eir treaties Nvithi the
Indians to iniduce theni to adopt t9uis saniguinary policy as a plnnishmoiint
to be inflicted upon aaîy offending tribe. The Omahmieo, Indians in
the viciityý of Onialumee :1hRi- , on the coast of Lake Er'ie, wo-re sub-
jected to this sci-erity, because they hiad. ill-treated some traders, ýand
at the inistigation of the French they were attacked bi' several trîbes.
Aithougli sinigle bianded the poor brave felloivs hoeld ont for three
rnonths ; yet, beiing thien redueed to great straits by famille and bw
overwhleliîngi numbers, the few suirv-ivors of that once powerful tribe
came ont and begged the besiegers niot to devouir the whole of the
Om«ahmee nation. It is said, that out of the wh-oIe tribo only five
families escaped this indiscriminate slaughiter. The warfare thein iii
which the indian tribes were conistanitly eng-aged previons to the dis-
covery of America ini the fifteenth ceiitury, iras begun and carried on
for the sake of self-preservation. For such a state of thinigs was coni-
sidered niecessary, inasmuch as a uiiîi- ersal peace would have given too
inueli liberty to the huniiters, whio wvoild liave overruni thie country alid
in a short time killed off the aimiaIs, upon whieh the whvlole popula-
tion depended for tlueir chief subsistenice aid. clothing. But the keep-
ing up of hostilities by the i-ariiotis tribes against one another hiad the
desired effect of preventing trespass upon their riglits respectively, and
causing their respectiî e memibers ti-o avoid as muchu as p)ossible the
frontiers for fear of uîîectiing an eiien.. Tlîe borders being- thus left
unmolested by the restless liuiter, they were looked upon as ineutu'al
grounds, î-'here the aniimaIs mighit resort and breed freely, whience tho
neighbouring districts miglut be supplied with game in abundance for
the use of the inihabitants.

Thiese are the reasonis assigu cd by tradition for the continuai. wars


