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dealt wore cquitably with our neighbors, it is certaluly at the expense
of our less fortunate province; for the observations upon Canadian af-
falrs recorded in lis pages are not only replete with anachronisms, but
appear to hnve been made under very unfavorable circumstances to say
the least, while the revival of the long siuce exploded proguostications |
regarding the ovil destiny of onr felluw-citizens of French descent is ot )
a nature 1o mnislead the generad reader a8 to the actual development of
the conntry,

(T ”A(!DAL}:N‘ISLA.\‘DS, thew topography, natural lustary, socwl condi-
tion and commercial importance; By Rev. George Sutherland. Hazzard, l
Publisker, Charlottetown, P. K. 1. 1862,—12ma, 50 pp. Sold for 25 cents. ,

The Magdalen Islands, though forming part of Lower Canuda, seldom |
claim our attention except indircctly, theough efforts made i New |
Brm_:smck or Prince Edward island. * These two colonies have tndeed, |
at different times, attempted to annex tlus group—an undertaking in |
which they nearly succeeded on one oceasion, a3 the islanders, no doubt
discouraged by the neglect they lhud suffered, scemed eager for the
change, aud little opposition wus made by our government, whose iufor-
tuation as to the valué and extent of the nutural resources of the territory
in question was restricted within very narrow bounds. The fortunate
uction, however, of Mr. Christie, at that time member of Purliament for
Gaspé, and the fuvorable reports of Capt. Fortin, Inspector of the Fishe
eries, attracted the attention of our public men to this valuzble posses- i
sion and served to prevent its alienation. :

In 1853 the Legislative Assembly caused 10 be published a very inte-
resting account of this part of the country ; and an excellent article by |
Lieut. Baddeley on its geology and uutural history, is contained in the
third volume af the Lrunsactions of the Literary and Historieal Society of
Quebec, printed in 1857. We would refer thuse who, after perusing Mr. |
Suthierland’s interesting pamphlet may feel desirous of obtaining further
information, to the publications above indicated.

The Magdalen Islands are eleven in number, with many small islets
and detached masses of rocks ; the principal members of the group being
thusdesignated : Magdalen, formerly Ife Royale and sometimes called after
Admiral Coftin; Dead Man’s Island, ANl Right, Ile-aux-Meules or Grind-
stone, Amherst or Aubert, in which the Circuit Court i3 beld ; lie d’En-
trée, Aux Qiseaux, Bryon, and Corps-Mort, The people devote their
cnergies to the fizheries, as the herring, mackerel, cod, porpoise, seal and ‘
walrns abound. Whales also frequent this part of the Gulf of St. Law-
rence and are not unfrequently captured. The soil is fertile in mnny{
parts, and vatunble mineral products are found. The population is prin-
cipally composed of Acadians and Canadians, and numbers 2659 sonls,
;l‘h:retnw six churclies and chapels—three Catliolic and three I’ro-
estant.

The emphytentic syatem upon which thie lands have been granted lias
& teadency 10 retard the improvement and lower the value of property
in these islands, rendering their possession of less importance to the
country than it otherwise would be.

GioGramur Monkryg; By Mr. Holmes. Gth Edition, Desbarats and
Derbyshire, Printers, Quebec; 1862.—12 mo, 894 pp.

ELiurNTS pX GROGRAMIUE MoDERNE d lusupe des Lcoles  Printed by
Desbarats and Derbyshire, Quebec ; 1862.—1 vol. 12 mo, 71 pp.

Tuarh 0 ARITUMETIQUE & lusage des écoles ; By Jean Doutlullier: Dur-
veay, I'rinter, Quebec; 1862 —12 mo, 180 pp.

These uew cditions of schiool books approved by the Council of Public
Instruclion for Lower Canada, were much required, uot only because
the former were exbausted, but as alterations in the text hiad become
sbsolutely necessary to suit the new order of things.

. The Geography of Mr. Holmes will replace the school works hitherto
imported from abroad, which always contain inaccuracics in descrip-
tious of Canada and America generally.

Traxsacr10x8 of the Literary aadHistorical Sociely of Quebec.—Vol, ¥,
Pact ). 8vo, 164 pp. .

This number is dated May 1862, but was not issued from the vress
until quite recently. It contains the following articles:®1.—R. D.
Ashe, Lieut. Royal Navy, F. R. S,, kc.—Notes of a Journey across the
Andes in Peru. 2.—E, A, Mcridith, 1,1..D.—An important hat neglec-
ted branch of Social Science. 3.—Joha Langton, Esq., M.A.—On the
age of Timber Trees, and the prospects ofa continuous supply of Timber
in Canada. 4.—Documents sur les voyages ot sur la vie de Jacyues
Cartier. i.—Rev. James Douglas.—Belief of the Aancient Egyptians
regarding & Future State.”

Mlbou¥h not in & position 10 gay that the views advanced by Nr.
T.angton in his article on the Timber Trees of Canada ate in every pac-
ticular correct, we admit thiat he has touched upon a matter of the ut-
most public importance. The rapid disappearance of our forests before
the woodman's axe, is A very scrious matice when taken in connection
with 1he declarations of our geologists that no coal Leds exist in the
country. Under the present system, the luinberers hiaving no direct
interest in the reproduction ol trees, remove them carelessly during
their temporary occupation of the land, which is then turned over to the
settler. To' prevent the total destruction of our valuable forests, Nr.

Langton suggests that the Government shall sell, instead of leasing, ces-
tain tracts of land for the specinl requirements of the timber trade, amonye
which the systemgtic reproduction and gruwth of forest trees are, ol
course, included,

The documents selative toJacgues Cacticr ave printed m the language
in which they have been oviginally written, and will gerve to clear up
some obscure points in that distinguished navigator’s biogeaphy , they
ure highly interesting, and great credit is due the gentlemen who
were instrowmental in bringing them to light. The Literary and
Ilistorical Suciety of Quebee caused to be published in 1843 the ost
complete edition of Cartier’s voyages extant: it was compiled in part
from the Rouen edition (1596) of the nccount of 1he first voyage, now
very ditlicult tu obtlain, fiom a valunble MS. nccount of the srcond vo-
yage, contained in the Royal Library of Paris and supposed to be the
origanal and to have been written nbont the aitdle of the 16th century,
and from Hackluyt's sccount of the third voyage, translated from the
Euglish by Mr. Faribaalt, The public will, we are sure, not fail to ap-
preciate the rencwed efforts of the Society to unveil the early history of
Canada and of the men who played so conspicuouns o part in those stir-
ring times

Les FLEMENTS DE L' AGRICLLTURE, ¢ Fusage e [e jeunesse cunadiennc ;
By Jawes Smith, Professor of Agriculture at the Agricnltural and In.
dustrinl Callege of Rimouski. 12mo, 117 pp. Office of the Caradien,
Quebee., Sold for 23 cents cach, or 52,40 per doz.

The author has dedicated this work to the Minister of Agrienlture, and
ne are informed that he itends to submit st to, approval to the Coune
cil o1 Pullic lnstruction for Lower Canada.
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ENDUCATIONAL INTELLIGEXNCE.

-~ At the Annual Mecting of the Colleges constituting thic Queen's
Univer<ity in Ireland, the Lord Chancellor, who is Vice-UChancellos of
the University, stated that 116 members had nassed their academics)
cxaminations during the year—:a lurger nunber than in any precious
year—and that of the 745 students in attendance duting the last session,
203 were members of the Established Church, 200 Rumana Catholic, 247
Presbyteriang, and 05 members of various other religious denominations.
The number of annnal entrances hind incrensed from 196 in the session
of 1838-59 to 312 in the last scssion—a number almost identical with
those who had entered the ancient University of Trinity College.—
Educational Times.

— The Rev. Mr. Brunet, Professor of Botany in the Laval University
hias just returned from Europe with a collection of wo:ks on Botany
and several hesbarinms, fruits, roots &c., in waxwork, intended tor the
museum of the university. We presume that the Botanical Garden will
now he proceeded with under,the supervision of the learncd professor.

— The meteorological apparatus of Dr Smallwood has been removed
from his observatory at St. Martin to the McGill Univessity, uear which
a new observatory will bie established under his direction,

LATERARY INTELLIGRENCE.

— Itis announced in Qucbec that a new collection of native literary
essavs and compositions, which have not vet appearsd in book form,
will be published under 1lic naune of  Le Foyer Cunadien, several for-
mer contributors to the Soirées Cunadienncs constituting & committee
of ecompilation, and Messrs. Desbarats & Derbyshire printing the work,
The proprietors of this recueil intend to present each subscriber, if a
sufficient number be obtained to cover cxpenses, with a volume of 400
pages, entitled, ® Les Poétes ot Iis Littérateurs Canadicens de 1850 d 1860."
It is also announced that the publication of the Suirées will be continued
under the management of Mr. Taché, formerly connected with the en-
terprise, and who will now be assisted by several new contributors.

— Mr. Eugene O'Curry, onc of the most laborions philelogista and
archaologists of Ireland, says the Paris Atheneum, died on the 30th of
July 1ast, of discase of the heart.  He had been engaged in revising the
transiation of the Brehon lawa, edited by himself aud the late Dr. O Do-
novan, and his desth will be a heavy loss to the literary circles of ihat
country. It had been his intention, after completing hLis labors and
publishing the whole work, to extract from it the matcrials necessary
for the compilation of a new Irish dictionary. s death has alto inter-
rupted the publication of the second volume of his work on the NSS,

touching Irich History.
SCIENTIFIC INTRLLIGENCE.

— The celebrated French chiemist, M. Boussinganlt has_recenily pre-
sented a memoir to the French Academy, detailing a feries of interest-



