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School days of Eminent Men in Great-Britain.
By Jonx Tiusg, F. S, A.
(Cuntinued froin our lust.)
CIV.
SUNDAY SCHOOLS ESTABLISHED.

One of the brightest ormaments of our church has vbserved, wib
equal eloquence and truth, ¢ The maiastay of religious education
is 1o be found in our Sunday Schools—the most earnest, the most
devoted, the most pious of our several congregations, are accust-
omed, with meritorious zeal, 10 dedicaie themselves to this great
work.”? (1) The fonnder of these invaluable institutions was Mr.
Robest Raikes, the proprietor and editor of the Gloucester Journal.
His attention was first drawn to the wretched state of the prisoners
in the bridewell ut Gloucester, for want of religious and moral
instruction ; and for this purpose, whenever he found one among
the prisoneis that was able to read, he set him to instruct his
fellow-prisoners, and rewarded him for his trouble. Mr. Raikes
next set to work in other quartems, and in 1783 wrote in his news-
paper—¢8ome of the clergy in different parts of tlus county, bent
upon attempting a reform among the children of the lower class,
arc cstablishing Sunday Schools for rendering the Lord’s Day
subservient to the ends of iustruction, which has hitherto been
prostitoted 1o bad purposes.” At this ime, the streets were tulj ot
noise and disturbanee every Sunday ; and the churches were unire-

uvented by the poorer sort of children, and very ill attended by
their parents, To them Mr. Raikes proposed that their cluldren
should meet himn at the early service performed m Gloucester

(1) The Rev. Dr. Book, Vicar of Leeds,

in his Lette tbe Bi £
St David's. in his Letter to the Bishop o

Cathedral ou « Sunday morning.  The numbers at first were few,
but their increase was rapid ; and Mr. Raikes soon found himsett
surrounded Ly <uch a set of little ragamufling us would have
disgu=ted teachers less zealous than the Tounder of Sunday Sctiools.
The cluldren soon began to lock upon him wath respect and aflec-
tion, and were readily drilled into « decent observance of the
ontward ceremonies of religion. To preveut their runmng about
the streets of the city afterand Letween the services, masters and
mistresses were engaged, by mea s of subscriptions, for a large
nnber of children of both sexes to be educated i the principles
of Christianity. From this hour the sylem of Sunday Schools has
gone on most surely and rapidly developing, until’ it would be
ditticult to overrate l?lc positive benefits which have been derived
trom its extension, uniil the preseut (1858) number of scholars hax
reached two millions and & hull

Cy.
THE MONITORIAL >YSTEM OF BELL AND LANCASTER.

To cach of these philantiopists (as in most similar claims) is
attributed, by different authorities, the erit of being fouuder ol
the system which bears the name of the Jatter; but to Lancaster
is due the great public attention first_bestowed on the subject, and,
we think, to Dr. Bell, the first ado{nion of its principles. Whilst
superintendent of the Military Orphan Asylum at Madras, in 1791,
Dr. Bell one day observed a boy, belunging to @ Malabar school.
writing in the sand; thinking that methol of writing very con-
venient, both as regards cheapuess and facility, he introduced it 1
the school of the asylum, and as the usher retused to teach by that
method, he employed vne of the cleverest boys to teach the rest.
‘The experiment was so successful that he extended 1t to the other
branches of instruction, and oou orgamzed the whele school uuder
boy-teachers, who were themselves instructed by the Doctor. On
his return to Eugland he published « Report of the Madras Orphan
Asylum, in which he particularly pointed out the new mode ot
school organization, as more efficient than the old.

In the following year, 1798, Dr. Bell iniroduced the systemn into
the school of St. ﬁololph, Aldgate,—then at Kendals and next be
attemptedd, but with small success, to obtawn its adoption m Edm-
burgh. Settling svon after, as rector of Swanage, m Dorsetshire,
e was secluded from the world for some years; yet he retained
his strong opimon of the value of the new system of education,
and had the school at Swanage conducted on that plan.

Meanwhile, Joseph Lancaster, son of a Chielsea pensioner i the
Borough-road, London, opened x school in jus father’s house,
1798, at the carly age of eighteen.  He had been usher in schoeols.
and had made centain improvements m twtion 3 and a pamphlet
by Dr. Bell having fallen in his way, Lancaster adopted the
AMadras system, with alterations. In 1802 he brought his schoo!
into a porfect state of orgamzation, and found himselt as able 10
teach 250 boys, with the aid of the senior boys as teachers, as



