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of their title page as 44 lainely rusîje jinffiu,1 andi as tise former
volumes are comuposed afier tihe mosiel o f Englisi pocta of tise heg-
inssing of tise century, titis is a fainti cello of AllIant Ramsay assd
Fergasson--we cati scisreely say of Blurns: thougis sema of the
sulajeets are probably suggestesi biy lus cisoice of thernes, e..g. "1Tite
Grieve; or tise Lamntssation of old Jabw1 wvhici tius begisis:

1 dinssa ken what temptei tie
To çenture owre tise raging sea
To corne awa' t to biir back ivuts,
To lire in îsovcrty andI duddss.

But litre, c'en those wha rule tise nation
Are driving oit sorne speculation;
Aye, c'en tise bigý, îmrliamcnter
Wili'iratie aind client, like a tramnp tinker.
Tite biggest man tbinks nocat, deg-rauisg-

Titis it wjii bc seen as a tgenuine, if nlot a very pocîcai Canadiasi
gispse of tlsisgs as eisey are, anti Isle cursosis readler may iind more
of tise like k-iiss in Isle saine volumne.

Cravissg as vve do a native poctry, if wve are te have Canadian
poetryai. ail, Tie '-Song, of Clîarity" takes us by guile. Tise sedi-
cation of the tastefully executed volume 44 I kind friends iii Orillia,
Canada %Vest,ee teills uts tisat tise pocanwas id cosnposeil in chsief part,
durin-, a summl lisoliday, ois tse wvalts anti amit tise isiets of
little Lake Couchiching."1 Here accordingly is gauiste i.ative in-
stpiration. IVe are gliding, with tise author int his birch canoe, over
tise picturesque lake, ans iilnete uinasleilntly p dies
puti us, unciar tise ieu Of tise .voJxesi isiantis, from, the pretiy nain-
ed Orillia-so calleti aftcr a favorite native lio%,er,-to ais own ýcat-
tereti Indian lotiges ai. Ramna. WVe turas the page, and, as ve ex-
pectesi, tve are in the forest :

Tise forese.s faêry solitude,
Tise violet! a.'sintlbe mine;
Mitere cait tise frec in xnerry mood

Frorn slawn tilt day's decline!1
AU gcntlé creatures galber there
Front lcafy nesi. andtimossy lair;
Tihe liiule snakelet, golden anti green,
Tise pointeti gras glidts swift bei.wecn;
Anti ilerc tise quaint-cycti Lizards play
Tiarougisout the long brigit susnmer-stay--
Under tiac Icaves in the golti sun-tain,
To anti fro' isev gleam- andi pissas
A-s tise soft win;d stiri. the gras&
A mosment anti tlaen siceps agaisa.
Aistiesrc, tise nosmntisles, dream thse deer
Close couieti, wisere with crests uiseurtcsl,
Tise fragrini. feras a foresi. rear
'%Viîiin tise aliter forest-World.
Antd many n pctaticd star peeps ilrougla
Tite fcrny braite, wivien brenîlse anew
The çpft wind-pantissgs. Ant uctoos,
Tise luire anti tise tiny Icireret
lieske them, anti tiacir fears forget-
Lnaiiy vatcinug %vit soft brown eye
Tise isslen becs go sailing lay,
Witi sany a brsght 'wingcd cornyn
Of gisxerss fa tisai. coule alis go,
Like tweinkling wavcs in ccaselcas fiotv,
Avross tiose dreauny drptiss be!ow.
Anti higla above on tise bendissg bosîgh
ls gasti of song unlooseus noir

Soe foresi.birsi. WVild, cler.r andi freti
Upstlts tise joyosss nselody
1:1 proue], quick burdis ; aid thca, anon,
!n ltise olsroLs silecec, ont by osse
Thse thsicit notes dIrop, but do sut dic;
Fonr sisrougls tse bsash tbe soul kceps un
With a nmusic of ils own--
Se rians thse forcsit minstrelsy!
Ont other sounti tlerc soundicî ony,
Ont. of tise distance dissi anti lotiry;
Oui cf Use pine-delitias, snnrmnnig ercr,
Fio.rcîh tise roicc of tihe tloring river.

Ansi ve lot, vcnsI our tvay ont of isese pinc-depthls, followang thse
%tçindin_-s of Isle f lnin.- river, uinfil wu :st leng:h emerge and-Ïfhal
ue ta? Net the roc'ay rapide of Our Canadiati Sm-eem, or the tvoodly
solitudies of Ciics IslandI, or the fninging "bs"ta siieii
thse shsores of Lake Simeoce,-bat asu ancient borne:

Ilessatis thse sait
of tisose clti trees Io ben% andi sere;
Andi tiseres vais uts stoaewcrk tracerv.

The quaint olti bouse, as olti a? tse%-,
Stiil scooud, anti kelit front year to vessr,
Wiss storrn asnd frost asad slowv decay,
A struggle for tise nisssery.

%Ve are tiot tisen in Canada at ail? L'ssle.ss we have slept a --outier
andi longer nap tisan Rip Van IVisîkie: it woild sesain sast. Wiie
we tvere imaginin- ourselves in tise ilait, andI decoivsss.' osarseives
even to tise fantcysssg- these haros ands tiny- levetets, 'ver soine na-
tive variety tisat Isausited tise Georgias 1 ay, wu 'vere ai tise limne
amis] tise glaties and Isle associationss of Oli Estrope. WVe cossis ovs'n
fasscy ourseives osse smore under id tise hsuge, broati-breasted aid oak
tre1 beneats wvlics tve fsrst madie tise acqssaisslasce cf"4 Ilte iovcly
lady Christabel ;" for tise rytisi, ansi evea sômatsissg of sue mnode
of tisought, recail to sss tisat trost beasatifi fragment cf the dreamiv
Colaridge's muse. Bust il is Cassadian poetry we are is searcis of~,
anti wu therefore leave Ille idSos-gofCisarity," ands betlkeosîrseiveit
to tise additoûnat pasaîns whiicis aéé,asnisany il. Ansi taure, at lessgtla,
is one cf trssly native siame ands char.seteristics: "cA Cassaias Ssssn-
mel Night."1 Nouv, ai ieast, ive are siot deceived. %Ve g-lise saver
the rippissg waters cf Lake Coucisîeissgi ands list to sts forcet
Volces:

Still calles. tlsou-tsou lahporiilt i
Wlsen dippeid tise noon bi7n ietii
1 isearti tisce anti I hear tIsle stili.

But iningicti witis tisy plaintive cry
A wiider sounti cornes etshing by
Oui of Isle pine-waosls, solenely.
Auti harle, again 1 i. couses asnew-
Piercing thse darit pinse-foresi. isrougs,
Witts ils long too-tsoo, too-lsoo I

Stiorcwarti allain we glide-anti go
WVherc thse susuacl slsadows fleow
Acroa tht pssrpl talins beloiv.

Tisere tise far-wintiing creeci amng,
Thse frogs keep op, tise summaer long,
Tise murmura of their sofrt night-song.

A solsg Msost. sort anti musical-
Like the lulirti voice cf distant fait,
Or urmnts tisai. tlsrosagb the pne-tops call.

Anti wlere tise dslsy %ivansîs lies drcausing,
Sisincs tise ire-flics'l Ifial elcansing-
Tisrosagh tise cetiars--dancsng, str.ansing I

Whio is it isidetis opi in a trei,
WVicre &il but tise bits.tstcîs sisouisi bc,

5 Anti witis tisewisistiog mnocketh is sc?

Sncli quains, quick ibipings-turo-auti.two;
Unair a wisistt, isaif a co
Ah, Ili.-tcr Tret-Frog! gart-i-vousi

Tise oWivs est niselcss ting glom ls*y
liwrlut une st glimpue espey

of jous gre! vont andi jcwciicd v.

Now this is a gcnuine Cassadian scelle, stuSe as nu rire-aide Ira-
veller or fasscy-vàsio:ti poet cf olsi uorisi watsderissgs or iibrary
boolc-ltst, coulti possibly cai inxc beisa;. The clark rc--csse cf tise
pinc-wcsodîi anth ie Çla2(1os.1 of 113.- ske-1inging smach, Ille iono-
inin cal f lise llitiis.ponr-iii, the soft anuis mussical asiglut-acozs

oth ror~s, tise fiflj1camng of tise ftre-ily danncinginIl ear
I swaisi, llse prowissg, tmlslt ol'noisselcssly liýn!tssg te tise Mocking

noe af a wisiell'u assd isalf a cop,--of tise tret-fn';g : excis 055e of
tlh m. sows tise lunichs cf a Cassadias pencil, zttch t> lise anot lais-
urc-d ttiusy of thc hsosme Miec %ouid its vain atiîemlit. is titis dirc-
tien aleste lies the ýa1h sit which poctic success is vrorîls welcominlg
amoat; sas; silss sntliesd aI be *tiseicti that wue ctn Inok fusr sornie
great Canaliias-<sirs Miitossic epic, ssci lecal or tcsclusivc, Inn for
oti2r 'agcs andI generalions titan osîr owrsn,--of which constomnsation
il vn i;ly bac asassi usure appears ai prusent ne very dizteernible
prcspcel.-Cano4ian Journsal of eieïmc


