
Ove?'-Speaking.

be supplied:- mental cultivation,
literature, and refinement comneafter-
ward. This fact oughit not to be lost
sight of by tisose wvho have the
management of public afi'airs, and
whose dutv it is to raise the standard
of mind and of morals as highly as
possible; but it is especialiy happy
wvhen the people themselves, from
leisure, or more easy circumstances,
or a conviction of their importance,
are induced to seek these advantages
for their own benefit and that oftheir
chiidren. This, however, is, in the
flrst instance, a Il consummation"
more to be wished for than expected;
and it is, therefore, with unfeigned
pleasure that wve learn tIe appoint-
ment by his Excellency the Governor
of a Commission to enquire into this
subject, vith a view of supplying the
want thatso extensively exists amnongst
us. We hope the enquiry will be
impartial and complete, and issue in
the erection olsehool-houses wherever
wanted, and the appointment of well-
qualified and efficient teachers, sought
out or formed for the purpose. What
kind of education w,ýe think, alone,
wvorthy of adoption, we cannot now
describe in detail; but we say it
should be a sound, judicious, and
liberal systemn of instruction and
training, adjusted to tIse various
classes of society, and embracing the
interests both of timie and eternity-
in short, and above al, a thorougls
BRiT-isH and CHRISTIAN Education.

The association of Protestant Min-
isters in Montreal have had the
subject frequently before them in
their recent meetings, and, in con-
junction wvith some others, have me-
morializcd the Governor in relation
to it. We trust these gentlemen
w'iil still keep their mmnd upon it, and
render to the Commîis-zion ahl the aid
in their power towvards the canipletion
cf so good a work. Our own views
shall be given whenever needed or
called for.

OVER-SPEARING.

It hath been a frequent confession
of wise and good nmen, that tliey have
often laniented their speaking too
much, but seldom their holding their
tongue. In tise multitude of words
there -,vilI be some folly, something
that wvill not tend to edification, soîne-
thing that may rather weary and of'-
fend, than deliglit and inform.

This evil of over-speaking ustually
cornes fromi an over-wveening opinion
of self. Unchastised and unsubdued
self is fond ofitsowvn display; although
it caui dispîay nothing, or, were it not
deceiving and deceived, nothiing bt
its own wretchedness and ruin. The
apostie hath a striking hint for pro.
l'essors ofreligion: IlIf any man arnong
you seem to be religious, and bridieth
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own
heart, this inan's religion is vain."

What is our end in religious con.
versation? If we speak wvithout apur-
pose, surely it is fohly. If we speak
for our own praise, it is a wrong, to
our own souls, and a robbery of God.
If we speak for bis honour, and
tIse edification of others, ive should
look up to him for his blessing, that
our wvords, as they oughit, niay be
weighty and wvise. In this hunible
dependence upon God, and with a
warm and generous concern for tise
spiritual Nwelfare of otimers, our dis-
course may be cornfortable and edify-
ing,) both to them and to ourselves. A4
vrord in season thus spoken, rnay bc
remenibered, and blessed. Thse miore
of this kind of'conference, the better;
care being taken of tise spirit in which
Nve speak, of the time and propricly
of speaking, and of not sniixiing other
thsingys (as is too often the caseý) wi1h
our religious discourse, which inay
render it trifiing or uiisa%,uury.
When we have said all that we couid
wish to say upon thingys divine. it
wil be profitable to withidraw, that
there may be a due opportunity for
reflection, meditation, digestion, and
prayer.-A. Sei-le.


