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We do not know how the Quebec Bouncil of the Roard of Trade
can justify themselves to their constituents for this tardy acknow-
ledgment of the letter fron their Montreal confréres, It may be
that they found an apathetic feeling in Quebec towards the nnder-
taking 3 and the general terms in which the reply is conched would
tend to favour this opinion. Be that, however, as it may, the
Montreal Board of Trade, after waiting patiendy for nearly a
month for a yeply, and not recciving one, appear to have given up
all hopes of active assistance from Quebec.  They then, a day or
two previous to aetting the reply from Quebee, addressed a comma-
nication to the Sectetary of the Psovince, urging on the Govern-
ment the establishment of a line of Telegraphs from Halifur, via
Quebec and Montrealy to Toronto, stating their apinion that no insue
perable difficulty exists as 1o the ercction of such a line along the main
post road through the British Provinces.

Now, we ask, what is there inthe conduct of the Montrea' Coun-
cil of the Board of Trade caleulated 1o give offence in the slightest
degree to the most <ensitive feelings of the inhabitants of Quebees
anﬁ still more, what is there in that conduct to justify the base and
scurrilous attacks so unworthily made by the Queliec Merenry? The
editor of that paper characterizes the application of the Moutreal
Board of ‘Trade to the Governor General as ¢ an act of infamy.>
As this can only be the individual opinion of the editor, we fancy
our Board of Trade will estimate it at its true value, and treat the
attack with silent contempt.  As the Quehiee Roard of "Trade—we
speak from a long acquaintance with them individually, and from a
thorough knowledge of their highly hononrable characters—can he
no party to the foul aspersions of the Quebec Mercury, we micht
allow them to pass without further notice, but there are still some
points which to those who have taken the trouble to read his articles,
may require some further clucidation,

The Montrealers are accused of want of courlesy, because they
did not allow the Cucbeckess a proportion of the shares in the To-
ronto line, nor ask for their conperation.  We have shown the steps
which the Montreal Board of ‘Frade took, in autumn last, to obtain
the cogperation of the Quebeckers, and the cool manner in which
their advances were received: and to this, as shewing the animus
of the two Boards of Trade respectively, we may add that, on 28th
November last, when thte subjectof a Telegraphic communication to
Portland was agitated here, the Montreal %oard of Trade addressed
the Quebec Board of Trade, to ascertain, in case the Telegraph
shauld be carried from Portland to the Province line, whether the
Quebeckers wonld defray half the expense from the Province line
{o Melbourne, cach city to carry the line at their own expense
thence to their own doors. To this_proposition, arith apparently
uniconted promptitude, say on the 3rd December, the Quebsc Board
of Tiade wave an ungnalified rejection 3 expressing ther objection to
the line as passing through a foreign countey,

In citing the foregoing facts, ourobject is not to show the correct-
ness of the views of the Montreal Board of ‘Trade in o pposition o
those of the Quebec, but simply to demanstrate, which llwy do irre-
fragably, the disposition which the former have at various times
evinced to cooperate with the later, and the mannerin which this
disposition has been responded to.

But the editor of the Quebee Mereury, and some other wits of a
similar order, lay great stress on areport which emanated a few
weeks since from the Montreal Council of T'rade, on the subject of
the various tclegraphic routes then under consideration. in this
report the route since determined on by the people of Quebee, is
spoken of as impracticable. Now granting the opinion of the Mont-
teal Council of the Board of Trade to have been erroncous, it enly
shews the superior sagacity of the peaple of Quebec, and therr
superior knowledge of their own section of the country. ~But there
is surely nothing here to gloat on with such extravagant delight, nor
<hould the errar of the Montrealers be treated as a grav. cucnce to
the good people of Quebec. But the fact even is not as hasbeen
supposed = that the Montreal people never apprehended any con-
sidesable difficulty in the construction of a telegraphic fine, such as
the Quebee people have now d cided on, is obvieus, from the letter
to the Secretary of t1 : Province, already adverted to, but the reasons
for their impression of its impracticalility, v ader existing circum-
stances, as given in that report are simply, that as a private under-
taking it did not, in their opinion, show an adequate prospect of
temuneration, Perhaps in coming o that conclusion, they were
not afittle influcnced by the apparent apathy and impracticability of
the Quebeckers, whoat that time evinced no symptom of that anergy
they now display.

Wehave made this explanation Jonger than we could have wished,
but as, secing in the Quebec press, such wholesale attacks on the
Council of the Montical Roard of Trade, led us to examine the re-
cords of that hody, we deemed it nothing less than an act of justice
to cominunicate the results at which we arrived.  We hope'in the

, tourse of our remasks, nothing has fallen from our pen calculated to
wound the feelings of the Quebec Board of Trade, to whom we wish
Limpute no fanlt, unless perhaps a want of energy and activity :
tven that imputation may he groundless  We hope, however, Jnis
liule breach, if such there be, between our two Roards of Trade is
nerely temporary ; and that it may lead, like lovers® quarrels, to
tenewed ardour and increased attachment,
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TIE FREE NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE.

The question of the Free Navigation of the St. Lawrence is not,
in our opmion, agitated by the generality of the Press, or by pub-
lic bodies such as the Buirds of Trade of the Provinee, with that
energy and pertinacity which we think its great hnportance,
at the present crisis, demands. It is not sufficient, we hambly
thiuk, ta call public atteution to such points ence a month or
onee a quarter ; on the contvary, to do any good, they should be
harped upon from day ta day—locked at in every light—inspected
from every point of view—and thurst continually under people’s
notice.  Look at the metropolitan press of the mother country,
for an example 5 observe how they handie a guestion of public
finportance. Do they wmerely give a leader or two, and then let
the matter drop for months, or until a bill is intredueced in Parlia-
ment again to awaken their slumbesing energivs?  Nothing of
the kind.  On the contrasy, from the time of taking up a great
question, till it is finally decided by competent authority, they
never cease to agitate it ; their columus are daily loaded with it
it is dinne.d into the cars of the public in every form that invens
tion can devise, and thus, in time, by dint of constant agitation,
the reform is secured.  Take a file of the London Times,for in-
stance, while the Corn Law question was before the country, and
weo venture 1o assent that for months and months tozether, no
number of that journal will be fonm! without some reference to
the great question of the day.  Tuke upa file of the same paper
now, and we agin venture to assert the same fact with reference
1o the present great question of the day, viz.: What is to be
dane for freland—how 1s she to be govemed for the future 7 That

uestion of questions is now referred to daily in the columns of
that mighty journal, and ne doubt will cantinue to be so till it is
set at rest, if it ever be so, by the action of Parliament. And suph
is the spirit which we wish to see developed by our colonial
press in the management of local questions of vital importance,
such as the following, viz, :—TFree Trade, including the Free Na-
viention of the St. Lawrence—ihe repeal or modification of the
Navization Laws—general education—internal nuprovements—
and post-oftice reform. These, we affirm, are the_great questions
of the day in this colony, and if our press were of a higlier stand-
ard, and capable of imnitating the leading jonrnal of the world and
1its metropolitan contemporares, it wounld agitate them fiom day
to day till the public mmd were ripeneid, and the way thus
paved for ultimate legislative action upon them. .

Butan the other hand, what do we behald 2 Qur press frittering
away its time, and consmmng that of the public, with empty
tirades about Responsible Government, and petty <quabbles about
appointments to office.  In makmy these remarks, we do not
mean to undervalue the guestion of Responsible Government, nor
the rule which should regulate appointments to ofiice, fur on the
contraryy we hold buth e be of the very highest consequence to
the well-being of the colony, and we trust that the legislature,
maintaining its rights with jealously, will see that the principles
of Rcslpmxsnble Governmment are theronghly and cffectually en-
grafted in our con titutwon. Let thers he no half measures.
But this questivn_ is already well understood 3 the two great
paties in_the colony have pronounced their judgment upon
it; the difference between them g, n our opiuion, but the
splitting of a hair; and, therefore, we say let the question fur
the present Le laid upon the shelf as already decided, and Jet
one and all devate theie enersies 1o the discussion of the great
practical questions, we have already teferred 1o, as those of para-
mourt importance to the colony at the present dn?' In this
sweeping denanciation of our press, however, we ought to make
<ame special exeeptions, and we do <o in favor of the Pilot, the
Minerre, the Ieraldy and several other journals of both sections of
the provinee, and on botl sides of pohties.

But papers of the opposite character ave unfortuinately by
far the most numerons, and the Gazetle, the organ as it §s called,
of the presemt Admunstmtion, may be taken as a 1ype of the
whole of this class.  Who for months past, let us enquire, has
seen a wseful asticle in the organ’s colunins 2

‘The Herald s spoken out pT:uuly and boltly on the question
of Past Ofiice reform, and has from time to time reviewed most of
the atherJeading topies.  But has the Gazette given these suljeets
athonglu 2 Lriit not be su[;posml we select the Gazetle (rom
pigue in thus parading its pubhic omussions.  Onthe contrary, our
mative for daing so is that it is looked upon as the organ of the
munisiry ; and secing the organ thus mute and ivactive—thus for-
getful of the best interests of the province—thus apparently jn-
compelent to give opinions upon the monientons local questions
of theduy, hare we nol a rightyiwe askylo wfer that ils celumnsare @ ves

Jlection of the inartivily and empliness of the loral cabinet of the day.
We humbly conceive that we are justicd inentertaining and avow
ing these opinions—otherwise the Guzetle must be a very imperfect
organ—Ior surcly an active cabinct could not have so dumb an




