”

-thetr errocs shonld help them improva.their
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hody of Uhiversalists,) that this mcorrupti- | Jesuistic interference.

Cases oro constantly coming lo our
knowledge where the tormenters of the
dying, have sought, in ileir mistaken zeal,
to intermeddlo with tho holiest privacies of
the heart, laboring to extracta confession
of some poor cresture trembling like a
culprit before a judge. Fortunately they
rarely succeed in their merciless cfforts.
But they show. hule disposition to amend
their ways. They should not be permit—
ted to harrass the minds of the sick with

their cruol doctrines.
Asprofessed Christian ministry ro- | dissuaded from
ject endless misery and beliove in auni-
versal salvation, and yet do not preach| room.

blo state is n0¢ for all mankind at death,
but that there is suffering even boyond tho
grave. They do not however dwell mueh
an this point of Universal salvation, for the
reason that there are other truths which
thoy feel man needs more. With these
excoptions, I think I may say that Unitari-
aus very genorally disclaim the doctrine
popularly called “etornal punishment,”
while thoy also do naot proclim th final
holiness und happiness of all men.”

What asingular stato of things hava we
here!

If they will not bo

what they rogard astruth. “They think the | ness os they desire the recovery or tranqui

New ‘Testament does not feack a senti-
ment that is Zrue—and one too, more im-

portant than any other !
tery tor wise men to solve.

Can ony honest and sensible men sit
duwn, and camly reflect, and come to the
vonclusion that God has kept the subject
of mao’s immortal destiny in the dark—a
<ubject laying at the very foundation of
presont.perce and happiness, and of vastly
lugher importance than any other cver
presented for the consideration of the hu-

—

Everlasting l)estrui:tion.
The apostle Paul, in an epistle design

man mind 2 To us, the idea that ho hus, |OF his powes,” 2 Thess. i.: 6, 10.

is utter trifling—and not very honorable

tothe man who promulgates it.

Andahen what absurdity in the supposi-
tion that the New Testament, which 1s an
eapress revelation from God of human
duly and destiny, is silent about one of the
very things it claims to make known most
cioarly. Carelessly and cooly as the editor
of the * Register” talks of this subject,
when he comes to die, (if not before) he
will no doubt awaken to its importance.
As itis, let him have all the credit of say-
ing that the the final salvation of all men
is true, olthough a matter of such slight
jmportance God has kept quite silent about

it '=—Star in the West.

TORMENTORS OF THE SICK AND

DYING.

‘Ihe centing and  whining officiousnes<

of a certain class of professors, who make
it their business to disturb the. peace and
destroy the.hopes of the dying, is most im-
pertinent and unsufferable, not.to.say un-
christian and inhuman. The cases are

class of men, ina cortain age ?

it yet future ?
3.  Whuerr was that judgment to be w

earth ? or-does 1t belong to the concerns o
the future state 2
1 ment of the punishment ?

Wiat ? the enlire exposition of the fex

of the Scripiures. .

death oftheir patients, if.the friends have

not judgment and manliness enough to do jod by the context, viz., “When the Lord
Here is o mys-}jt.—N. Y. Chr. Mess.

1. Who were those persons 2 Does that
judgment relate to men of a certain- class
in allages? or did itbelong to a certain

4. Intwhat was the predicted puneshment |
to contist? What is the specified instru. | occured currespondingto this description,

will be embraced.  Let us pursue the sub- of wha :
ject calmly and candidly—endenvoring to charge the Divine Teacher with prophesy-
establish every point by the clear t’estimony

very common where they scek out the
geath-bed of persons whosa views of Giod!
as a lond Father, of Jesus as a loving Sav.
inr, and Heavenasa final home of ma)-
kind, give them more peace @ juy in
trying hour than they therselves possess ;
aad labor hy every indircct means 10 weak-
en their faith, by throwing a suspicion over
the bencevolence of God, the sufficiency of
Christ, and.the prospect of their own salva-
tion, thinking that if they” can succeed 1n
raising doubts and destroying pesce they
have done 2 good work.  Miscsable them- |
seives, they cannot he satisfied without
making otners so.  What do they want ?
To make the dying .fear the dovil more
than God? Do they think that to believe
iathe endless misery of vast numbers of
God's children, will make tnem more will-
ing and ready ¢o die, or improve their
s chances® of salvation? Poor, mistaken
zealots ofa false creed! Those.awho see

+

labits. They shouid not be allowcdi'o
to visit the sick to touble them withetheir

2, The believers in the Chrisuan church
at Thessalonica, to whom the epistle was
aldressed, constitnted the second class—
hut itis equally evident that the judgment
in question-did not belong to them.

3d. The third class comprehended those
who persecuted and troudbled the Christian
believers in Thessalonica. This, is, plan-
)y shown by the context, as follows :

“Paul and Sylvanus and Timotheus, the
first class,] unto the church of the Thessa-
lonians, [the second class]. ... we our-
sclves glory .in you fur 3y our patience and
fath.in all your persecutions and tribula.
tions which ye endure.. .. Secingitisa
righteous th'ng with God to recompense
tribulation (F= To THEM Wit TROUBLE
vou,” [the third class.)

Here we have-the answer to ouy ques:
tion ; ond it is very plein that the judg-

N

mont of the text does nat bolong to wicked
men in all ages of the world, (as is gone-
rally belivved.) but to those who persecuted
md troubled the believing Christians in
the chierch at Thesalonica.

In inquiring, Who wero thoso porsocu-
tors ¥ the fact is immediately suggested,
that the principal and most virulent op-
ponents of Christianity, ware the unbelicve
ing Jews.  When Paul visited Thessalo-
nicn, ho had personal exporionce of their
hostility ; and thoy followed him to Berea
in their fierco porsecuting zealy Acts xviis
1-13. And the Thessalonians are romind-
ed of the suflerings experienced at the
hands of their Jowish countrymen, who

such inhumanity, thoy | were akin in thospirit and life to those
should bo forbiddon admission into tho sick |  who both killed the Lord- Jesus and their

Physiciansshould look to this busi-

own prophets.” and had persecuted Chris-
tiansin Judea, 1 Thess. ii. 14, 15.

If.  When was the judginent of the text
to take place ? This question 1s also answer-

|

Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels.”

Consult luke xvi. 30, 31 : “Even thus
shall it be in the dey when the San of man
is vevealed [namoly, from heaven.] In that
* | day, he which: shall be on the house:top,

ed to comfort and encuurags o Christan jaud hus stwil m the house, let:him not come |
Church in the midst of persecutions, declar- |
ed of certain persons that they should * be |
punished with cverlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory

ficld, let him not hkewise return buck.”
‘If any doubis that this relates to the siego
and overthrow of Jerusalem, as predicted

 aud porallel descriptions in Matthew xxiv :
15. 21.

Parsuing the latter quotations, verses 29
to 35 treat of the coming ol the Son of
man in the clouds of heaven, with power
aund great glory, and with his angels ; and

2, Wauex was that judgment to talke |all this is expressly restriced to the then
place ? Has italready transpired ? or is | C¥Isling eneration.  Sce also Matt, xvi :

127, 28, “For the Son of man shall come

{inthe glory of his Father with his angels,
*jand then he shall reward svery man.se-

flicted? Was it an event to occur 1n the | cording to his works. Verily 1 say unto

{1 you, There be some standing here who
shall not taste of death till they see the Sen

| of coming in his kingdom.”

Let.it nothere be objected that no event

i during the lifeime of any who heard Christ

In these four items, Who? W/mz?!mter those words. The prediction is cléar,

i and the time positively determined ; and
tithe objector.should rather abaadon.his

ing what did not come to pass.
There is another circumstance worthy
of note,. connected with the text. Padl

1. Who are the persons to whom the | treats of tho./Thessalonian Christians ob-
judgment of the textyelates 2 This ques.
tion seems to be undeniably settled by the
context—in which t%rec (and only threc)
clusses are either mentioned oralluded to:

1st. Paul, Sylvanus and Timetheus—the
first of whom wrote the Epistle, in which
he was joined by the other two.  But it is| viously.
evident that the judgment of everlasung de-
j struction was not affirmed of these-preach-
i ers of the Gospel.

taining rest from tribulation AT Tug VERY
Ting tha Lribulation was visited upon their
{ persccutors.  See verses G and 7. Will
jany one pretend that those believors aro.
sull suffering tribulations and persecu-
tions ? Keep the fict in mind, that the ]
Cliristians were to obtain nst 1ohen their
| persecutors were punished, and not pre-
If you postpone one of these
events to the future state, you must also
postpone the other—for they were to oc-
cur at thesame time. Hence, Jesus said
to his disciples, when speaking of the over-
throw of the Jews generally, as the.ad-
vessaries of his réligion and followers ;
“ And.after these things begin to come to
pass, then ook up, and lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth aigh,” Luke
xxi. 33.

III. Wherewasthe judgment ofthe text
to bo inflicted? The answer is ready :
“ram the presence of the Lord, and from
tho glovy of his power.”

Inone sense the presence of the Lord is
universal, as may bo seen in Psalm exxxix
7 : “Whither shall I go from thy spirit, or
whithorshall I fleo from thy presence,” &e.
But this is evidently not tho senso of tho
phraso jn the text.

When Cain was sentenced to be a fugi-
tive and vagabond in the earth, he “went
out.from the presenceof the Lord,” Genesis
iv. 16.. There is here o locatod sense of
the phrase in question ; and that- located
sense-awvas, My the laier Jews, appropriated
to the Jand of Canaan, especially to-Judea.
Accordingly wefind that “Jonah rosoup to

Lord, and went down to Joppn.” 'ﬂ;;fe

he took shipping for “T'arshish from they.

presence of the Lord,” Jonah 1. 3. Subse
quently, Lie prayed unto God, and said,

am cast out of thy sight ; yet I will luok{-

agan towards thy holy temple,”~—for there
he supposed the presence of the Lord tv
abide, chap. ii. 4.

Conformably to this usnge of language.] .
the Lord declared that ho would cast thef.

Jows out of his sighy 2% lio had already cast
out all their brothren, even the whole saed
of Iiphraim, Jeremiah vii. 15. Lhis entirc
chapter denvunces destrustion to Jerusa.
lem, the desolation of the whole ltnd, rnd, L
tho captivity of tho people. And this.

nTITSER
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to take it away ; and he that 1s in the |

by. onr: Savior, let him read corresponding |

false notion of what Christ meant, than to,

Scriptural phraseology, was destruction |;
from.the presence of .the Lord. :

Secey for example, 2 Kings xiil. 23;M
“The Lord had compassion on them . ...t ¢
and would not destroy them, neither cast
he them out from-his presence as yet.™}
Neovertheless, thoy presisted in evil, and |
that very judgment was inflicted. £ Kings i
xxiv, 205 *I'or through the anger of the
Lord it came to pass in Jerusulem and i@
Judah, until he had cast them out rroxi§
ws roesevce, that Zedekiah robelled B
against the king of Babylon.” 5

Duringthe 70 years' captivity in Bubylon g
tho Jews were destruyed from the presence ;\'\"
of the Lord, and from the glory of s i@
power.  And asimilar fate was denounced IR
in Jer. xxiii : 39, 40 ; ¢1 will utterly forget }‘
you, and will forsake you, and the city F3
that [ gave ito your fathers, and cast.yon jop
outof my presence ; and I will bringan |
everinsting 1eproach upon you, and a per- &
petual shame, which shall not be forgat. i
teh.”

IV. In what was that judgment to con- §
sist 1 ‘The pluin answer is, In everlast- i
ing destruction from the presence of the o
Lord. _The judgment was national us the §
instrument of individual retribution. N

Jesus said to lus disciples, “In your f§
patienco possess yo yoursouls. And when J§
yo shall see Jerusalem compassed with §
armies,then know that the desolation there- }
ofis nigh. Then let them that be 1 Judéu §
flee untv the mountans. ... for theso be
the days of veugeance, that all- things §
which are written may be fulfilled. ... §
They shall fall by the edgo oftho sword, §
and shall be led away captive into ol na- §
tions.”” ‘The disciples were- toll'to watch §
closely for the signs of these ovents at tho §
coming ofthe Son of man ; “And when §
these things begin 1o come to pass, thon |
look up, and 1ift up your heads ; for your §
redemption draweth nigh.”’—Luke xxi. §
19, 33. B

"The redemption here mentioned is the §

e
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resT protsised to the Thessalonian be- B
That redemption, that rest,was §
obtained when the power of the persecutor §
was overwhelmed by the desolation of ¥
Jerusalem, the destruction of the nation, §
and the caplivity into which such ofthe E
people were Jed as escaped the edge of the 8
sword. And thus the pecsecutingfews were §
banished from that presence.of the Lord E

lievers.

from which Jonah desired to flop ; and,

like that disobedient prophet, their descend- v

ants say, “We are cast out of thy sight:

but we will look toward thy holy temple.” ¥

If it is objected that the Jews at Thessa- 3
lonica could have had no part in the judg- §
ment on Jerusalem, and that therefore the §
text could not apply to them—1this is our §

reply :
1. Joscphus inforias us that the siege

and overthrow of Jerusalem transpired at §
the annual feast—at which timesmmithudes §

of the Jews, from all parts of the world,
were congregated in “the holy city.”
Eleven hundred thousand perished, and
tho remainder were led away captivs, The

principal. persecutors resident at Thessa- }

lonica were doubtless present at this feast,
apd were involved in ene or otherof these
calamities.

2. The ruin of Jeruselem and the utter
destruction of the national policy, was an
event in which every Jew throughout the
earth was interested.  Theirs was a religi-
ous governmient. Al.power was concen-
trated in, and all authority derived from
Jerusalem. The rod ofthe oppressor was

flee unjo Tarshish from the presence ¢f the

broken by the extinction of all this glorv
and dominion : and they«_\\'ho aforetins,:

.
PRI S

P OO N e



