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final world-wide victory, we shall see the folly of our phflosophy and bo
guided by the wisdom of God. Mion we slhah spread our force ovor
the whîole field ; we shial cease to compare respective flelds, and mass
our forces upoil tiiose whicli promise the quickest, largest harvcsts;
we shali simply oboy our Master and leave ail the rest with hini.

We write ivitli calm. pen, whien we write down the mistake of thle
elhurcll as radical. It is our solemn conviction that we must change
our enîphasis froin conl'e7tingj men to evangaelizing tliem. Whiilo
ive wait for long-tilled fields to bear fruit in converts, other fields, vast
and wholly untilled, yield hiarvest af ter hiarvest of death. After nulle.
teeil centuries, our labors are practically limited to perhiaps one-tenthi
of the actualx world-field. M)eanwllile, generation alter generation lias
corne upon the stage of human Ilistory, and passed into the darkness
of the unknov. a wvorld, in ignor*ance of the gospel. Since our Lord
arose and aseended, not less than flfty sucli generations, aggregatinig
probably twentv t mes tiie present populatioL, of the globe, have lived
and diod. And yet, there are ilearly a tholisand millions now living
wlio have nover hieard the pure gospel. So long as the churcli turned
ail lier forces into the homeo field, tlîe dark agres wei'e upon lier; and
whien sile sont forth lier hieralds to light up the death-sliadle in lands
afar, lier own morningr began to dawn ; and so the last century, whichi
lias been the missionary century, bias b1cnn the century of greatest
growtlî to Christendom itself. Slîould ive. nnltiply the forceein foreign
fields ýa hundred-fold, there would be -a tîo-asand-fold increase at hionie.

V. The l7nits of our conrntssion, set the bounds to olur lazq'ui
eXpeCtatio7Z.

If for the conversion of the world we labor and look, the present
prospect is, it must ho confessod, somewhia.t disiîeartening. Tuie
Christian Cliurch lias had nineteen centuries as lier working-periodi,
anîd out of 1,500,000,000 of inhabitants, lias only about 30,000,00o
Protestant churcli-members. Alter a, century of modern missions,
witlî over one lîundred missionary societies, some 300 translations of
the Gospels, some 6,000 missionarie3 ini the field, and an annual ex.
ponditure of over ton mýillions of dollars, -we have but a million and a
half of converts to show. The torritory of Brahminism and Buddhism
lias been invaded, but nover pervaded. As yet, Confucianism niocks
our efforts, and. Islamism defios us at its central strongholds. We are
making vory slow progress in converting the worl.; and even "4Chiis-
tian nations" dIo sucli uncliristian things tlîat they are sometimes, by
thieir traffie, in rum. and opium, and ini the bodies and souls of mon, tlue
chiof hinderancos of the missionary. Me.-nwllile, the increase of pop-
ulation far outruns us," and leaves our proselytism. and propagandisrn
lîopelessly inithe rear. No wonder the', pessimists" are triumpliant.

This is one way of looking at the aspect and -prospect. But what if
this bc the wvrong poUbt of vicwv? Wliat if our Lord lias only conm.


