
Prcsbyteriaiim and the 1-aldeiises. e

- ~Btsho1dary one object to this explanation, there is axiother wlvich 1 moula
Thecr Icic 'ldes" rntiy bo regarded as; minisiters, on hc suostnAr

Si.. dJeclares dtatb the Prersbytery or Syîîod helonged thc riglit tu detcrnie,
witli certain Finiitoitioiis, ivlitt inlîliister stiould bc scttled in a pi . rticular CiOngre
gifa %ii Leger tells us, as %ve shall afterwardts have occasion. to mnltion,tla
,quel, -as tite rirerogative of the I>resbytery, or Syra d. It caîntot lie delîied tljat

ersn~~t. 1u8yiy1tlJI he called ',leaders ;" aiid, ail thing8 eoiis*derecd, this lajtter,
-. i;~atipiî appen to mie the correct one; yet it is one lrorn whidîPr]ay e

.. (;Mro ontebnnc*e.
.I.w uI(rtlioir cal! attention to the filct that according to Art ii., to tie paâ.

tors-lu ehieir.P)resbyieýilal elopacity, as lassociîîted witlî ruling eiders, bcloilgcd the
rilhtof deii5rniingi wlho should bc reecived iotao tlîcir nuintier, the e'itre pre.

viroariy -exsîiiîi aions ùf candidates for the niinistry being conducted by thiic,
and.iliîeaving elaurîc being- itiscrted in the IlDiscipline," to the tfllect timat tu the
biaoo pertahiéd ttîe prerogative of conferring I lioly ordcrs."* Even if E pijsco.
palialis cotild provo tliat in the ancient Vaudois chaîrcx tic Moderator alîîte im.
posed .ir.oxini -wa the ordination of candidatea for the mnistry, wliielh, pùnq.iîîîy,
vas teeestili it would îiot foilow that lie did so, as a Prelaîte, or thUt lie act.
ed in amy othbr capacity than as the organ of a constituted court.

Observçe, àils, Il ovr clearly the parity of tlîe rinisters of the word is set forth
ip Art. 1ý., -lie tieat is last reccivc(I," &c. Ilow distinctly, aisa, is the offce of
the ruhlng eider rercogaizedl in the extracts ve have miade 1 V WC 11.y adil, Ilat
tile-yearly Syitîod, called in the -IBook of Discipline" 41the Generai Cuuac:il",
-was . s custuîîiary anîong tlic Waldcnises as aniong oiirselves. l the iluîatli or
Septeinher ecd year, as we learn froin Leger, tic ? astors aond the dc1.'ited rulitig
elidcrs niet to treat of their erclesiastical affihirs. Uertainly the lJis!iop is 1kept
,grievously in the shade, si) flir as the - Book of D*icin". is ciînceicde, lad
wc dio notw~ondcr tlîat Aekloind i3 forced to say, inconsistently wit Il soinif fl
own l'iliîs -"Te Syriod prcsidcd over Iîy the Moderator, lias alwrays VOS.
sesscd the chiief autliority in the Waldezisian clîurch. It ivas coiiptscij as 11
present, of ail the pastors, aind a portion of eIders deputcd by the lieuîpilc."

WVe have thus, with the design of dctermining the question touclîing lchuhf

goveraicaet of the Waldenses in renoote titues, earefully scrutinized aIl tbosef
ancet writings vehii seern to have a bearing on1 tlc suloj,ýct; and the resultof
our investigation is this, tliat while iu the Vaudois cliurcKI thîcre wec pasturs or
parochîlal bishops equal among thernselve,, aad ruling ceers wlîo vere assuciated
vith the pastors in gîivernmcnt,therc arc no traces of the existence ai .1 diieesan
bisfiop. We niiglht stili furthcr fartify our position by n.lentioning the filet îlt f
although Nve biave listsi of nany of thc most eminent nîinisters ilîo flourohedj
sinong the Waldenses in distant tienes, yet wc neyer find onc of tlie"e lionouredI
men characterized ais hiaviug lîcld tic office of a prelate. low strange, îta
while humble pastors are hield in remenabrance, no list af bioiliops ha8 i con Prt.
served; nîîy, thiat not one is notcd as ha-viug enjoycd tlîe distinction of weoiring lt
mitre !
. Corroboration of nar opinion miglit also lie derived froni a critical iletino

certain documients wlîicli tlirow liglît n pou the tenets of' tlîe Bolîcîian Wleîs
who -lîa.rîmaonizcd, to a great .2xtent, with h i genuine Vaudois of Piedmnn; but
my limits forbid sueli an extended surrey.

A brief suminnwry of the conclusions at whicb we have -trriçcd in reference teI
the, constitution of the Vaudois ehurch I w,uld now offer; aliîougli it villht
1mo~hcfi me to proscrit ail tic evidenco neceosary to pr(-ve the correctin
of ihes-~oiIs3ie

Zi » ~-bé.V dois clhurcli thec more pastor had no superior; il tl'- pifsto
were rit .cýuiKiiîcat nuthority.

Ru. blmg eIders w-ere united -with the pastors in tho governocnt of thehurch.
3.Dcegôts, to attend to, thie poor and the temporalities of fli chdurelî we
we.rqirid, appointedl, juet as3 iu modern Presbyterian churches.

4. -Q1lbqûiýs, or maeetings of Presbytery, woe beld twice a meutliin diffeî i
parts ortie -vales.
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