1 obstacies encountered and overcome j-—~upon mighty results

CANADA TEMPER

NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY.

We regretted that it was not v our powerto attend the
meeting of this society at Syracuse on the 27th of June,
‘The daily expectation of Father Mathew kept us at home.
The State Socicties are the great basis of the temperance

reformation.  They ate the concentiation of local societics, ]

and discuss and settle mallers refative to the legislative
action and gencral interests of the cause i the State. They.
are open ami popular combuinations, and in them we feel ai
peculiar interest, as the officers of the State Societies com-;
pose the Amenican Temperance Univn.  This sociely was
formerly the leading temperance ovgauization in tee Jand,
and under Mr. Delavan, and afterwards of Ehsha Taylor,!
pushed forwdrd the caterpnse with great power,  Last year
an aftempt was made to revive its energies after a tempor-!
aty paralysis, by giving it 8 new location at Syracuse and
appointing a new Evccative Commutee.  The meeting was
opened by Gen. Suuth, the Pressdent of thie society in the
following able address.

Fillow laborers:—Living a» we do at a period in the his-
tory in tewperance reform, when we can ook back wpon

from efforts which seemed to many to promsse hittle, wey
cannot fail o sec the hand of God i our enterprise.

Though the instruments employed have been very imper-
fect, and the means used sometunes injudhcions ; thongh we
have: sometimes Jooked for complete victoty, when wel
scarcely escaped defBai, still a calm review of the past willl
shovy abundaut cause of encouragement.

Al true 1eforms must necessanly be slow, and especially:
those which aim {0 break duwn Uhe pdwer of interest andi

: appezi(e.

The force of prejudice, e power of perverted taste and}
fashion, which have for ages kept the human race 1 bond. !

. age, ate not lo be snapped s a moment.

-~ then, continue, with unwavering diligence,” to toil in this

"< must depend in all our direct efforts to reform the unfortu-
. nate victims of the vice of intemperance.

- rommencement of the reform bas there been a2 more constant

- tomplete, is cestain in the cnd.

- based upon the maral, social and physicsl evils brought
~ upon men by Intemperance, have been brought before the

- eag as it is profitable and Jawful, it will go or in spite of

_effect of the spread of lizht on the subject, hus been to drive

- ——

It is well for 11s to bear in annd, and o remember that n.
this world, it takes a great deal of work to do a little good.!

* Much as yel remains to be done, before the world witl be:
" figed from the curse of intemperance,

ief us reflect lhat%
much has been done, and that we ate susrounded on every
hand by the evidences of progress in our great and glorious
canse.

The pesiod of excitement is pasl, but at no time since the!
and healthy growth. The tsuth is silently at work in the
bearts of vur countrymen ;—truths that have been scattered:
broadcast by hands that now mouldet in the grave, Let us,

great work of humanity, for our reward, although as yet in-

The temperance reformation, like every other commenced
with moral suasion, appeals to the intellect and the heart,

people with convincing power.  Upon moral suasion we

But alt experience hitherto, has proved that for the aheli-
tion of the liquor traffic, moral suasion is powerless. One

amajority of the men of principle once engaged in the husi-
ness into other purssits, and their places are now filled by 2
class of men who cannot be reached by any considerations
-save those of gain. Indeed, surh is the natural tendency of
“the traffic to harden ‘he hearts of all engaged in it, thal so

"2 that may be argued agaifist it by the frien;is of {emper-
RS
- These facts seem to me very clear, namely > .

Ist. Thal intemperance will cever cease while the lguor
fnaffic continues as a beverage.
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2t That the liquor trathe can never be abolished by moral

suasion ; that notlung save the strong arm of the favw will
ever succeed in banishing the constant femplation which it
evesywhere aflords to wnlemperance.
3d. That moral snasion 18 the only means to induce the
ople to sanclion the law against the tatfie.
Ath, ‘That 2 law, however stringent it might appear upan
the statate book, would, under onr torms of governasent, prove
& mere dead letter unless sustained by a correet public
Gpimon.

Eaperience proves that prosecuting officers and jurors are
apt to act accurding te the feehings of those atound them,
aud to disregard their oaths, and every other eonsideration
except mere personal populanty.

Thiousauds of cases of ths kind have occutted nnder the
ficense faws, which are a disgrace to the pame of justice,
amd would occar azain, whatever laws mught be erecled,
unless there existed 1 the tone of public sentiment an honest
delermination on tho part of the people and their public offi-
cers to give an adequate and smpariial support to the laws
of the State.

The use of meral suasion s therefere still necessary to
create a strang public senfiment agawst he traffic, and the
real friends of temperance and humarity are everywhere
called toemploy 1t to the nimost extent of their power.
But we should not forget, at the same, ime that morat suasion,
as it succeeds i evhightening and awakening the publie
mind, must termuate in law, Al places of reforn have
heretofore, must now, and will hereafter end in a faw ex-
pressing the progress of the reforin and its principles as ap-
proved by the people themselves.

The temnerance reform began with pure, practical bene-
volence, manifested n seeking out the victims of intemper-
an~e, and extending to them the hand of charity and sym-
pathy. It was right that it should be so, but the champions
af onte noble cause, while they ply their argements and uwrge
their gppeals to save the inebnate, shauid not forget that
there is a class who stand divectly in the way of reform,
and who can be reached only by law. The late no-license
law of this Stale, aRhough repealed in the most disgracefu}
manuner, before it had been faitly tested, will serve at least
to lead to further investigation of the subject. The evils of
the liquor traffic are now passing in solemn review before

| the minds of the people, and the result must and wilf be a

determination on their part (o claim their nghts, and to
resort to effective probidutory laws npon the subject, to pro-
tect themselves {rom unequal taxation, growing out of the
unjust and destructive effects of the traffic, upon the best in.
terests and happiness of almost every family in our country.

Other States are doing much ia this direction, and we
may be atle.to prelit by their example and experience.

Wisconsin has taken new giounds. Her laws do not
prohibit the traffic, but make the liquor-sglier accountable
for all damages which may Jfolfow n consequence of his
business. Suach 2 law, where a correct public sentiment
prevailed, would doubtless, to some extent, answer the par-
pose, bat it is much to be feared that a perverted public
taste, and the ivflucnce of liguor-dealers and their allies,
will render the law in most cases a nullity. Indeed, even
apart from this hostility, there scems to be an insuperable
impracticabilily in executing such 2 law. For what sum of
money can be made the measure of damage to a wife, for
the destraction of the reputation, the health orlife of a hus-
band ? T can conceive of no pecuniary equivalent for the
evils eaused by intemperance, to the families of the victims,
ot to the community at large.

Vermont seems 10 have taken the true ground of prohidi-
tory law, It is the ground taken by everv government
against crimes and offences against the public welfare, and
inmy °l;fm°“ there exists no reason, in sound policy or morals,
which should render the liquor traflic an exception.
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