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which ho cmii derive principlee, invigorating et
once to his undersending and ta hie pious affec-
tien$.

Viewed in its gereral bearinge, then, the war-
ahip of God and an attention ta what hoe bas caused
ta be written for out instruction, are, af aIl dutiee,
the mostobviously binding upon rational creatures.
The more af the devotional spirit any nman pdsses.
ses, provided it bé pure, untainted by superstition,
the. mani je taiseil in that which canstittites his
hieat characteristie, and the Incre souid and broad
is the. faundation rendered an which hie bappins
in placed.

But in making these observations iipon the duty
of worehipping God, and af glving due heed ta
the. dictates af Hia spirit, as these are found re~
corded in the Bible, we have anly stated generally
whamnay bo adducod in favaur of St. Paul*s pre
cept, nlot ta forsako the assembling I oursolves
tagether, as themintnctrofsome je.

Fram the conclu ding inomber af the text, it
would appear that, at a very early periad af the
Christian dispensation, the practice bail been gone
inta which has, unfortunateiy for the world at
large, and etill mare for the individuels thimselvcs,
béas too closely copied by great numbers-we
inean the forgetting ta assemble theniseives in a
public mauner, for the impraving exercises ai re-
ligion. It in nat improbable that, ini ancieut times,
severai niight be induced, out af what they deem.
@ù principle, ta, refrain froni caming ta the place
cansecrated ta the public service ai Gud. Thety
snight plead, as somte etili do, that, ini private they
couid worchip their Maker as fervently and as
acceptably au thoy coula do it in public, and that
tberoÇare they were flot ta ho condemncd niorely
because they dispensed with compliance ta, what,
et least, le but a matter af fora. God je flot con-
lined, they would argue, ta temples made with
hande, but eau ho founci ai the pure and solitary
wormhipper as readily as by him who engages inî is
ser-vice with a multitude of bis fellow creatures.

Tuat God ia not beyond the roach of the boly
inind, whatover bie its external situation, and that
solitary devotion ie aiton distinguished for its puri-
ty and intensity, and its beneficial efflets, caunot
bear dispute. But that for this reason a man raay,
ina li cireumatances, desert the public ordinances
of religion, is a fallacy which a very littie reflection
vl enableus ta, deteet.

For the purpose af illustrating what je aur
duty, or what ie inconsistent with aur duty, it je
meceeary that we abouléd enquire not merely juta
the. con.equencéa which would reauit ta this or
that particular individual, item an attention ta cor-

tain observances, or fram -the desertion or them ;
but if wa would judge truly, we mnuet' tace
inta consideratian the consequences whieh would
ensuefrom these observances or the discontinuanca
af them, were they mttended ta or laid aside by al
men. Upon the principles af human nature, in it
or is it not af advantsge that public worship and
public religiaus instruction should, bo encouraged
by persoas ai al descriptions, of ail tanksansd
ordera of eaciety?1 This we cunceive in the right
way ai stating the question ; and upon tuis mode
ai stating it, let ite monits be tried.

Let us suppose, thon, thitt the wishes of samo
daring spirits were completely realized, and tuat
every edifice reared ta the honour of God, and for
the promotion ai plety within the ]and, were ubt
up, or what wouid still mare correspond with theit
temper, were rased fromn its foundatians, and that
every persan were lcft, ini the literaI meaning ai
the phrase, ta worship God according to his con-
venience or his whim ; suppose that, for the cake of
experiment upon the species, that bold pro.ject
were carried inta executian, and that not a single
vestige ai public warship were loir ta shéw whe-
ther the mon ai au r land. knew or merved God or
not ; and what, it rnay bie asked, would be the pro-
per resuits?

The firat result, wé thinir, would bo the declos.
sien af piety, and finaliy its utter extinction, amang
all who are more than ordicarily engaged ini the
transactions ai lufe.

Objece af sense have se inucl mare power aver
the mind than those of of an invisible and impiritual
lcind, that, in no long time, nat an instant wauld
bie devoted ta the solemnitisia ai devation. The
soul would ho wholly engrassedl with pursuits
wvhosc profits are confined ta, and enjoyed within,
the short period of the preseut existence. In a
word, such persoas as, at present, are in danger
ai sinking ino the merost worldlings, natwith.
standing that a cali in loudly made ta tbem every
returning week, ta rime above the world, ana te
aspire ta what in af infinitely higiier moment,
would, îvhen thus cal na longer saunded in thoir
eara, become total)>' devoted ta the things which
perish in thé using.

But tliis i. nat al: the recuit of such a project
as the one ai which we speak, would nlot b. limit-
ed tu the destruction ai piety. The impiety which
would bc thus lot in, like a flood, wauld itueli ast
again as a cause the most destructive ani ruinous
that can hoe thought ai. Morality and pioty are
intimatel>' connected, sa intimately that it in diffi.
cuit ta, conceive how thei oue could exist without
the existence and active aperation of the Cther.
What je piety but the love ana reverence of aIl


