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gation of Mid-Caider, under charge of the Into 11ev. Dr. Duncan. Ile liad
oi'ten spokcen to lus ninister before lie nmade actuai niov-enîeîît about tie desir-
ableness of' union betvween the two great bodies of' seceders in Scotliîî(l. Ili>

ininste dt no enourge liim, anti -vas probabiy under the saine fcars.
whlui niany entertaineti, tlîat it niiighit bo a f'ruitless effort. M~r. 1Mathewsou.
hiowever, vas not ta ho deterreti froun mnakingc sonie attexp t. Hie belon gcd tii
a Reading Sociuty, whiich includcd in its memiibershiip iividuials or his oNwuu
congrecation, andi of flic Burgher congregation of E~ast Calier, in the inunie-
diate vicinity. The niexniers of this Society were aceuistomied to conuverse~
with ecdi othier oui various topies of publie interest, and amnong otimers tllat of'
union aniong eaeiclChristians generally,-." but espee-nIly bctwcen the'
Secession Blodies, was broughit befort, tleie. INr. Robert MeGregor, at ilneni-

berof he astCaler Bugler) Congregation, ivas the indivitual whlo took
the lcad -itli Mr. Mathcewson. ihese individails conteuniipiatýd a niore gen(--
rai union of Christians than of tiiese twvo denonuinations, as appears broi the.
notice of thieir mieeting, whviiell -vas drawn up at tlieir request by 1rfso
Duncan, and -whiciî is a-ý ftl1loiws

"MID-CAii)rR, 2Otli Augnst, 1818S.
"lA uaeeting tookz place boere tlîis oecning, of a considerabie nunuber of* the tiwo

Congregaitions conmnoniy dleaominatcd Burgher and Anti-burglier; for tie pirposi-
of con 5I .ring the practicability andI advantage of a gemerai. Unijon of the various
denonuations of Disseaters tlîrougliout Brita;n, priiairily of ail evang)elical Pres-
bytcrinnis,-ivlien it wvas unauiuaiously agreeti, tlîat, as sucli ain Unuionu is biglily
desirabie, so the present seenis to bo a favonrable t dson for attempting it. 'l'le
foilowing persoas-Samuel Neal, W'illiamî Matlhewson, Robert Iiick, Rtobcrt Laiv,
A. Somînervilie, Robert Mýlcror, Jaunes Carlaw, 0. Ilastie-wcro, therefore
chosen ats a Coinnuittce, and reqiiested to draw out, ami send to the editors or' tiie
Cliristitin J1Iapt(zine andl Relositoryl, for insertion, an intimaation of their tlesire to
correspond tlirotagh tiiose publications, andi co-operate %vith ail congregations iviia
may liave a, situilar inclination.

Il Veir present intention is, ani tlbey conecive it niay bo necessary for every
congreg:îtioui, to send to their ecclesiastical courts a petition, stâting tileir dcsiî-e
iliat the subjeet bo taken into thîcir couisidoîntion. 0f the propriety of timis, andi
othier steps for obtaining the object in -view, tlîis Coîninittee luoiz fur suggestionus
froua tiiose congregations *rich are more naunerous, anti botter able to direct ti
suitabie menas. From the liheri sentiments andi frienffly intercotarse of Clîrizs-
tians of the preqeat day, anti with Anierica, anti Ireiani full iii vicwv, tere is nucli
rcasoua to hiope for at falvourabie issue to endeavours so obviousiy coittucive to the
Pgaeneral intcrests of religion."

Sucli wa.s tlie invitation addresscd chiefly to thc Congregations of Uic two)
branches of the Secession, and it prvcd to bo one Nvhichl was responded t.)
with aiacrity and deiit. For with ln10iost lighîtning speed it spread over the
whlaoe country, and nîeeting- for consideration ana nioveinient were hîcîti iii
cvcry direction. Suitable resolutions werc passcd at these ineetingrs, aud
%vith alitnost siamultaneous intcrcst, and similar expression of carnest desire,
petitions wcere prepared and foriwardcd by the greater nunîber of Cong(regya.
tions, on botti sites, to their suxpremie Courts, urging tlieni to talKe LUîis natter
into serîous consideration, and adopt such steps as tlicy thoughit expedient to
hrin* about the desired resait.

l'pe Associate Synod took the suibjeet of these Petitions into tîcir scriou>
consideration on thc 29th of April, 1819. Thicy were deiighted to tint so

*It iay ho mientioned iere tiuat, abolit the saine tiuume, tice Rev. «Mr. Souuiners,
Minister of the Estabhished Church, Mid-Caider, liad an overture before the (ienc-
rvil A',seuiiiy which proposed a sehemine for the return of ali thc Secetlcrî to thie
Nanîiul ('iiîrei; whichi occasioncti the sage remairkz by a tiinistcr of the Seccssioui
to a uiiuuiister of the listablislnmeat, irlîo wvas our iniforme,-" Tliat it void tilko n
good nanny Sumamers to acconmpiish sucli a union."


