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We publish a long report of the pro- | interest, as to the powers of Kirk Ses-
ceedings of the Presbytery of Montreal, as | sions.

the question discussed is one of great

@orresponvence,

TOLERATION,
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Aunidst many dizadvantages, one of the
gains growing out of sectarianism is the
exercise of toleration and kindness which
it imposes—a proper regard for the opin-
ions of those who do not agree with us in
religion or politics. Qur nationality im-
poses obligationson us in the sume way. In
honouring our own beloved flug or church,
it is not necessary that we should despise
the flag or the church of others. We ought
to rise superior to such unworthy feclings.

Our neighbour's religious creed and
political flag are to him very dear. He
loves them from the teachings of his mother.
Do you blame him for his attachment to
them ? When you say aught against
either, you send the blood in anger to his

combative region, and throw him into a
very undesirable condition for pleasurable
or profitable companionship. We should
act with our opinions somewhat as the
honest countryman does on the highiway,
when, in the interest of peacc and good-
will, he gives up more than his share of
the road. Destructive coliisions had better
be avoided.

It is only in great crises that we are al-
lowed to intensify our sectarinunism or na-
tionality—only when others are doing vio-
lence to the royal rule we advocate. Out on
the ocean our war-vessels salute the flug of
other nations with respect. The opinions
and peeuliarities of opponents whom we
meet on the ocean of thought are entitled
to the same courtesy. The man who reads
his Bible with care and mingles most with
the world,—particularly the honest reader
of his Bible,—has the least prejadice and
the kindest consideration for those of dif-
ferent blood and other schools; for, he
finds under every form of government, and
under all creeds, men equally lovable with
the best of his own circie.

The self-denying St. Paul got him tro-
phies and friends everywhere. On the
barbarous island of Melita he met men
who showed him no lit'le kindness. In
all dircctions he found rich soil bringing
forth good fruit. Whea all things carthly
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are ended, the grand and good men of all
tribes will be proclaimed worthy becivse
they lived kindly in Christ.

1f worshipping acceptubly under our
own vine and fig tree, and, as a conse-
quence, enjoying the favour of heaven, we
cannot be without goodwill to every human
being. Withowt this kindly spirit we are
in darkness. There is only one way of
dispelling this darkncs.  The Gaptain of
our Salvation, the Light of the World,
bids us come into the light. Shall we not
go and possess our share ?

The fidelity and modesty of true mili-
tary wen are proverbial. Here is instruc-
tion by one of that class: he was in
trouble, for his devoted servant was sick;
he needed for him divine medicine and
soucht an introduction to the master. The
words of the introduction are: ¢ He is
worthy; he has built us a synagogue.”
His monument of marble has long ago
crumbled ipto dust; but the meritorious
words of theg Apostles about him are still
ringing through and cheering the world.
The heart and the purse of the noble cen-
turion knew not the limit of sect or coun-
try. Penurious Scotchmen, shame upon
us all! we who so gencrally forget that
the labourer is worthy of his hire; who
starve our winisters and leave them with-
out libraries or magazines. See our Re-
deemer recognizing and rewarding the
ceaturion for his large-heartedness,

Those imperishable words, “He 1is
worthy,” make us love a nature so humble
and generous,—natures which drag us, in
spite of ourselves, out of the miserable
traces of a narrow secctarianism into a
broader and better state of wuniversal
Christian brotherhood.

We all love our Church and cou niry,
because, in their proper place, they deSe ve
our veneration. At the appearance 0."our
flag in forcign countries we instinc.ively
uncover our heads; we sce in it an old
fricnd. Some years ago it went marching
throuzh Abyssinia for our restoration to
freedom. We have a Captain and a Shep-
herd who follows us with gre.er care to
free us from the tyrant Sin. L t . im have
our best devotion and most hiver 1 coatri,



