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B. C. Experimental Farm.,

.Annual Report for 1893,

‘fhe most westerly of the Canadian
experimentat Tarms is that at Agassiz
m britleh Columbia. 1t is within the
_belt alfected by the coast climate of
British Columbia, alout 70 miles cast
ol Vancouver and 62 miles from Now
The site wus selected
with & view to combining as well as
possible the varfous chimatic and soil
conditions ol British Columbla. ‘This
ulyect has been admirably secured and
the work done has accordingly been
most vasuable to all scetions of tho
province  The total area of the farm
1 1,100 acres, but only about

;391 acres ol this s under cultivation.

1t is well kuown that British Colum-
i 1s auunrably adapted for fruit

. growlng ana it {8 along this line ¢hat

o e¢iforts ot the farm are mainly die
reeted  Already about 2,500 varietics
of fruit trees bave been brought to-
gether from all countries having sim-
sy climptes to DBritish Columbia, 3
large number of forest trees have also
ey planted representing for the
most part the valuable hardwoods of
the east such as black walnut, butter-
mit, hickory, chn, ash and oak. Many
of these Iatter are making good
growth.  The forests of British Co-
Jumtna are deficient In hardwood tim-
ber trees and i€ these can be grown
to ndvantage {n that climate on ocky
hillsuley, guch ap are of no valie for
agriculturay purposes, this Ira.ch of
tree cutture may become a pe.fitabloe
industry  Dany differcat sourts of
oriamental trees and shrubs arealso
under trial ey
s at tho other branch farms many
ueeful llues of work have been car-
rled on 1 the cultivation and testing
of ifferent sorts of grain, fodder
plants and roots to find out thoso best
adapted to-the coast climate. Trial

THE COMMERCIAL

plots have aleo bren established for
several years to gain information as to
tho best time for the sowlng of difler-
ent serte 0l farm crops.  Many exper.
fwents huve also been trled with dif-
ferent breeds ot cattle, swine amd
poultry A large numbcer of varicties
ol vegetavles and flowers are alsv
tested every year, and thus is made
helpful anc interesting to all classes
of the community.

Taking the cxperiments in the order
outlined above we {ind that among the
large fruite apples occupy o leading
place. The year 1898 was an oif one
for appies in old orchards ur whero the
trees had been bearing continuously
for several years. Of winter apples,
Kalome, Scott’s Winter. Baldwin, Ben
Davis and Sutton Beauty were the only
varieties mmongst the old trees that
vore o falvly good crop. .\ larggnume-
ber of Rusgien varieties of apples
fruited fo; the first tima iast yoear.
‘fhest huve proved to be stroig grow-
ers anu carly bearers, but nearly all
of thom mie summer or early autumn
apples. & number ol varieties of
eraby are being tested with satisfac-
tory resuits

Pears were experimented with to
considerable extent. Very few of the
clder pear trees bore fruit jast year
and in those cases where they did the
frult was small and inferlor m qual-
ity. About Tfourteen varleties bore
fruit for the first time with varying
SUCCOSS.

The European varieties of plums
appear to find a congenial s0il and
ellmatoe in British Columbia. Noother
fruit on the farm is o parsistent amd
regular in producing crops. Japunese
anl American plums were not so suc-
cessful. \

Cherries yielded a light crop. Rus-
sinn varietivs testel have been pro-
nounced excellent. Peaches, apricots,
nectarines, mulberries and mediars
were 2l successfully grown.

Among the small fruits gouseberries,
grapes, currants, raspberries, biack-
berrics  and  strawberries, produced
well, ant are found tv be more or less
productive.

Forestt and oruamental trees re-
ceivest the usual amouunt of attention
Inst year The forest tree plantuttons
are making very stroug aund bealthy
growth in the clearel land, and many
of those planted ou the mountain sule,
whicl; is one of the physical features
of the farm, did very well. The hedge
plants are also going very finely. Nut
ant ahnond trecs are dolng well,

The experiments with grains were
carricet on as usuwd. Sixty-six varie-
tics of oats were tested. Al the seed
was  treated with  bluestone before
sowing. The kinds kuown as Damsl
Island, Imported lrish, Ravarian, am-
erican Triumph  auwd Cromwall were
the five best in polat of yiekd.

Forty-ono varieties of barley were
sown. Bot and dry weather ripened
the plots carlier, but lessened  the
vield. Of the two-rowed sorts Kinver
Chevalier, Beaver, Prize Prolific, Pacer
and Daunish Chevajler proved to be
the st and of the six-rowed sorts
Phocnix, Royal, Mensury, Argyls and
Empire were the best.

Forty-four varietics of spring whent
were  tested in 1898.  Dry weather
spoilel 10 some extent a promising
yvield, \White Comnell, [Hurun, Biack
Sea, Monarch and Progress were the
five st kands, Red Fyfe was oleventh
in the list.

Forty-seven varietics of pease were
sown with varying success. Tho King
\'?x]'gst_\- hicaded  tho list in point of
yield.
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indian Corn seems to do well in
British Columbla.

Twurnips, + Mangels,
beets, potatoes and th  usual list of
regetables recenved  attention  and
wire all found to he capable of profit-
able production.

Experiments with  Japancse millet,
Soja benns and horse beans proved the
utility of these fur forage crops. Sofa
beans were particularly successful
and the cattle preferred this food to
any other.

Thie covers the ground of the prin-
cipal experiments at the farm.  No-
thing has been said abvut the work
with poultry, bees, cattle, ete., but
these all receivel attention and muny
vajuable lessons were learned.

cHTrols, sugar

Ontario Crop Bulletin.

The Outario department of agricul-
ture publishied on ay 9th through
its buveau of industres a bulletin yxiv-
ingr the agricultural condition of that
province up to May 1. Serious injury
is reported to the fall crops, and other
vegetation by late frosts, which came
afterr the suow  nad partially disap-
peared, thus depriving the ground of its
natural protection. As a resuit of the
inclemency of the weather, tne fall
wheat erop is practicabhy o fadure 1n
nmany lucalities.  Some of the area
sown to fali wheat ha, been plowe:d
up,  Slight lossee have occurred from
insect pests, wire worms and the Hes-
sian fly having appeared last fall m a
few Jucalities in the western part of
thr provinee. Rain was urgently need-
ed in some sections at the time corres-
pomdents wrote.

Considerable varintion occurs in the
reperts  of  correspomdents regarcd-
tng sprivg seeding. While some of the
reports state that the seed bed has
been favorable, a large number {os-
cribe the soil as being too wet, or in-
clined to Le ‘sad” and “‘run togeth-
o1, tu quote scveral cvorrespoiddents.
In the west and north cday sois were
said te he heavy frowm the weight of
snow, while in most castern locali-
ties the fuct was pointed out that
there was an uausual lepth of {rost
in the ground.  The season was  gen-
erally regarded ws being late, Lut the
remarkably fine weather prevaliing as
rorrespondents  wrote made the out-
inok for the getting in o’ spring crops
an encouraging one.  The prospects
are  that a  full arca of spring
grains will be a~uwez, particularly of
oits,
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Monthly Trade Returns.

The customs returns of the Winnipeg
oftice for the month of May were as f{ule
Jlows :

1899. 1898,
Goods exportod aee.§ 94,161 $172,582
Eutered for consumption—
Dutiable . wee cecccnnennn §32 295,973
I'rel i cee eee eieen e 137,987 145,272
Tota?! . v oo .. WS485,701 $141,2456
Duty coliected .. ... .. .$88,81¢ §$78.820

Tue Inland revonue collowtions for the
wontlh of May In the Winaipeg district
were n8 follows :

R 111 3 £ 7. SO cessens ass e $18,7:18.50
D\ €11 £ SR T K g )
‘Tohacco, mide . o ... 16,491.89
Tobacco, rasv leaf ... .. T57.7T4
Clzars, ex.factory ... .. 589.20
Clgars, cx.wWhee. ... .. .. . 1,006.60
I'stroleum, inspection fecs......... 98.55
JTLICCNBOB civ aee ccrcsicrsre e sen aes 10.00

$40,862.03

Collections, May, 98 .. ... 37,279.31

INCTORBO are woe cre ver aressenssenesns$3,088.22




