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LAKE MANITOBA

At the last sesslon of the Dominion
parllament, a vote was made of the
sum of $235,000 for the purpose of in.
crensing the outflow from Lake Mani-
toba, to prevent the overflow of the
lake, It is well known, that the
waters ol thig lake have had a habit
of rising to such an extent as to oc-
caslonally overflow large areas of
Jand in the vicinity. -Thls Is sald to
be due to tlhie somewhat circumscribed
outlet of the lake, Nothing has been
done, however, towards -uncertaking
the work thls season. Recontly it
was announced that lr. Coste, chief
engineer of the department of public
works, would make a further investl,
gation of the matter, with a view
to reportiug upon the advisability of
going ot with the work. It is to b
hoped a very thorcugh investigation
will be made, before any work.is une
dertaker toward lowering or controle
ling the levei of this lake, Considere
able difference™of opinlon seems 0 €x+
ist.as to the advisabliity of attempt-
ing to reduce the level.of the lake at
all, Some authorities like Prof. Tyr-
rell, of the Dominion geological sur-
veoy, for instance, belleve that the
wuater ls of more value than the land
which would be reclaimed by the
lowerling of the lake. Then there is
also tho quesgtlon of the value of the
lake for the purposes of navigation,
Lake Manitoba Is o shallow lake and

THE COMMERCIAL

any cousiderable reduction of tho
level wonld render it more difflcult to
navigate. '

The work necessary to matorlally
reduct the waters ol Lake Manitoba
would e quite an expenslve operation,
Thos. Guerln, who mude an lnvestigo-
tion for-the Dominfon government, es-
timated that 14 wonld cost $281,000.
Tuls Involved the cutting of a canal
from: Lake Manitoba to o point on the
Fairford river, below the rapids, on
that stream, and w second canal from
Lake St. Martin to,Lake Winnipeg.
The provincial governwent algo pree
posed cuttittg a canal to enlarge the
outflow of Lake Manitoba lnto Liake
St. Martin, but tho provincial proa
posals did not cover the ~xtension of
the outlet from Lake St.
Martin to Lake Winnipeg.
The former work would cost about
$25,000, which is thé sum voted by
the Dominton govermment, It is claimed
flowever; by expert oplulon, that the
cnlnrgcm&nt of the outlet of Lake
Manitoba to Lake St. Martin, without
providing the additlonal and more
expensive outlet from the lattor lake
to Lake Winnipeg, would simply re-
suit in flooding a large area of land
about Lake St. Martin., If this is
the case, swhat would be gained in one
place would be lost in another.

About a year ago, The Comumercinl
published o series of articles upon
this question in whicl) we advocated
the opening of acanal from Lake
Manitoba. to the Assiniboine river, not
-ouly for the purpose of controlling the
level of Lake Manitobn, but also as
a Mnk In avaluable and extensive
system of inland navigation. The
Comimercial has had. the opinion of
three competent englners upon the
question; who are all convinced uof
tho feasibility of the latter plan. A
survey of the route from Lake Man-
itoba to the Assiniboing river was
made by Colonel Ruttan, Winnipeg
city englineer, gome years ago, in
conunection with proposals tov utillze
tho water -power of the Assiniboine
river at Winnipeg, and it was found
quite feasible, Geo. . Webster, C. £,
claims thiat all the advantages wliich
could be gained by the proposed can-
aly at Tairford, could be sccured by a
canal from the southiern cud -of the
lako to the Assiniboine river, besides
which the latter canal could be mado
of Inestimable value for transporta-
tioit -and #aterpower purposts. Before
tho proposed large- expendituro is. de-
cided on Incutting the canals at the
northern end of the lake at Fairlford,
the advantages of the southern rouvte
shiould be fully considered.

-

CANADIAN GOLD FIELDS

It is rcported frow Ontarfo that
Dr. Bell, of the govermnent geological
.survey department, has discovered
another promising. gold territory. He

-
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soys that the eectlon botweon tha
head waters of the Ottawa River and
Jagues Bay Is more promising for gold
mining  than Rainy River dlstrict.
Canada I8 fast coming to the {rout
ag one of the greatest mineral court-
tries in the world. We have many
thousands of squaro miles of country
yet atmost unexplored, 80 Lhat we may
£0 on discovering rich mineral dis-
ttlets for many years,at the same rate
as for the past few years. I judiel-
ously handled, the wealtly of our vich
mineral reglons should provide the
means for buflding railways and cannls
and otherwise developing the country
Why stould the pe.Ne of Canada be
peying thirty or forty per cent. duty
o many of the necessaries of lite, to
provide revenue for the nation, while
our wealtlh is being carried away in
millions to foreign lands ? .

THI WATERAWORKS

In reforring to the situation in Win-
nipeg regarding the water-works pro-
posals, The Commercial has ulready
enuncinted the prineiple, that the
avoldable destruction. of property is
not good business policy. As a decla-
ration of principle, free from any local
influences or side issue, the statement
is one which would be accepted ag a
proposition needing no proof or argu-
ment. The Commercial is In favor of
a system of water-works for Winunipeg,
pwned and controlled by the city. The
estublisliment of a new system, inde-
pendent of the-present water-works
company’s system, will certainly re-
sult in rendering valueless” a  large
amount of property. It is not notsi-
ble to operate two systems in Win-
nipeg to advantago or profit. If all
or a portion of the present system can
be used to advantage, and can beac-
quired on reasonable terms, we believe
1t should certainly be acquired. It will
pay the city in tho long run, to deal
Iairly, if not liberally, with the com-
rany. The idea of referring the ques-
tion to arbitration, as suggested by
Mr, Georgeson, should bes a fair and
reasollable way of settling the
bickerings between the city and the
company. N

Tihie Commercial does not wish to ba
understood as making any delence for
the Winnipeg Water-Works company.
It is simply a. good business princi-
ple we contend for, that there should
be no destruction of property that can
b reasangly avoided. Any such de-
stiuction: would certainly result in-
juriously to the interests of the city.
The clitizens may bave grlevances
against tho company, but that does
not alter the principla at stako in this
matter;: Whilo asking for all reasona~
ble consideration for property inter-
ecstg, The Commercial believes it was
a serious mistako on the part of the
company to .threaten an advauce in
rates, should tho citizens of Winnipoeg



