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the skins of other fishes make a cement which
is much valued forits transparency and tenacity
Furniture Guzette,

British Takings.

In the cercal yuear ended Augnst 31st, 1563,
there weore imported into the United Kingdom
an cyuivalent of wheat and Howr of alwut 20,
000,000 yuarters of grain net  Computing the
deliveries of humie-grown wleat thee by the
old method of multiplying the sales returnd
from 130 tuwus by 4 up to the time that they
were retutned  fivin 187 towns, and thenefun
ward multiplying them by 3, the quantity of
home-grown wheat delivered daring the cereal
yeamvas 9,231,100 quartess, thus gising the
trade a tutal supply of furcign and uative wlheat
amounting to 29,231,100 quwiters,

The consumption of wheat in the Umted
Kingdomn 18 computeu by the more reiable
authorities upon that question w England at
5) busbels per capita per annum, which for
thewr population of, say, 36,000,000, would
require 198,000,000 bushels per capita, pet
annum, which for their populacion uf, say, st,-
000,000, would require 195,000,000 bushels, or
24,730,000 quarters. Tlus isat the rate of abyut
476,000 quarters wedkly,  Accunding to the
overgoing data, the total supply of foreign and
native wheat received by the trade, i.e., fnport
crs, dealers, millers and bakers, eaceeded its
reywicements for the year emled dugust 31st,
1883, by nearly 4,300,000 quasters,

Owing to the comparative abundance amd
eneapness of potatoes, and the extreme mildness
of the winter, it may safely be assumed that
the consumptive wants of the United Kingdom
will be no greater this cereal than they were
last.

Inan averago of cercal years, the delneries
of home-grown wheat m the first five months
comprise one-half of the total deliveries for the
year; and as the sales in 187 towns during the
past five months in the current year were 1,423,-
000 quarters, tlis quantity maltiplied by 3
gives 4,275,060 quarters as the quantity de-
livered in the Kungdom duting that period, and
implies that the total for the year will amount
to zome §,550,000 quarters. This gyuantity,
udded to the overplus of 4,500,000 quaiters,
carried forward from the previous year's opera-
tions, provides 13,050,000 quarters toward this
year's wants of 24,730,000 quarters, and shows
a requived import for actual food wants of only
11,700,000 quarters. It will be remembered by
tha readers of The Journal that carly in the
season we estimated these wante at 12,500,000
quatters, while many of our contemporaries, in
fact, nearly all of them, losing sight presumably
of the immense addition made to stochs m the
previous year, were cstimating from 16,000,000
to 17,000,000 quarters as the import quantity
required. But let us adhere to the original
estimate of Phe Journal of 12,500,000 quarters,
und then see how the British account stands.
They jinported in the first five months of this
year, in vound numbers, 7,300,000 quarters in
wheat and flour, which leaves only 7,000,000
quarters ov 40,000,000 bushels to import during

the remaining seven months of the cercal yeur.
Of this quantity there were over _2,000,000

quarters on the way to the United Kingdom at
the begiuning of these soven months, which
leaves only 3,000,000 quavters or 24,000,000
bushels more to be shipped during that long
period,

Now, The Journal does not pretend that the
Umted fangdom witl nut uupuit at present low
rates a cousiderably larger quantity than our
nguves ndicate; but at the same tins these
tiguies show how hittle the Biitish can casily
get on with, and the eatent of then ability to
withhold fiom further buying abroad. We un-
derstand pertectly well that Butish bugers do
not eutirely own or control the huge stocks of
wheat and flour now held an the Ciated King-
dom, siice tuc pottion of them ludged at the
ports, and amounting, probably, to the equisa
lent ot svnse 3,500,000 quacters of wheat, are
preswmably vaned JJidly by importers. Still,
if the crups continue to be generally well spoken
of as the svasun progicsses, those big stocks
mwust necessatily eaert a depressing influence in
the markets, both hiere and in foreign countries.
As Bntish millers are fairly stocked, this de
pression would enable them to make further
darect purchases of wheat abroad at about the
cquivalent of English prices at the ports, and
thus leave the stochs there intact to continue
thein depressing influence,  Millers® Journal
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Irrigation.

Irrigation is no new matter in British India,
1t has been practiced from time 1mmemorial,
and the entire country is dotted with tanks,
many of which are of enormous size, that have
been constructed for storing water for this pur-
pose, this plan is necessary not, as might be sup-
posed, on account of a scarcity of rain, but be-
cause the fall is confined to a few months of the
year, and usually comes in the form of a deluge.
For example, the rainfall during a period of four
months on the west stope of the Neilgherries is
about 400 inches, and ou the mountains cast of
Caleutta 600 inchies and even more.  Inthe Car-
natic, the region south and west of Madras,
there are only about 40 inches altogether. This
fulls principally in heavy bursts, often ten or
twelve inches in a night, thus giving half a
year's supply in two showers, In the Madras
Presidency alone there arc 40,000 tanks for the
storage of water, many of which are magnificent
works from ten to twenty-five miles in circum-
ference and from ten to sixty feet deep.  Oncof
these rescrvoirs will contain the enormous
quantity of 100,000,000 cubic yards of water.
Besides these tanks there are wany old irriga.
ting canals leading off from the rivers, these
ave supplied by noble weirs built of immense
stones across the strewms, the ingenious con-
struction of which, by the natives, has shown
the British authorities the best way of doing
suutlar work on a much larger scale across some
of the largest rivers in India. For many years
the Indian govermment has been engaged in the
improvement of the ancient irrigating works
and in perfecling uew systems. In the Tanjore
district alone the returns to the government
from this policy have been enormous, the rev-
enue having increased £330,000 a ycar upon an
expenditure of £400,000, ‘L'he system has been
extended to a very considerable eatent in var.
ious other parts of India, and all the belts of

land, comprising many willions of acres, which
have been veached by this grand system of irri-
gation now present a marked contrast to the im-
mense tracts of arid waste which met the eye
of the traveller a few yearsago, compelling even
the haters of English rule to acknowledgo that
no such benefit was ever bestowed upun India
before. Au idea of the magnitude of an irriga-
ting canal which is aceded to water a million
acres may be found when it is understood that
such a waterway must be two handred yards
broad and three yards deep, flowing oune-and.a

half miles an hour, and capable of Noating lacge
steamers conscying nnllions of tons per annum,
In the gradual and systematic prosccativn of
this vast worh of irrigation Great Britain is con-
ferring enormous benuits ugon the peuple of
India, nut only providing against future years
of famine, but rendering the suil so fruitful that
it will beno marvel within a few years if it
should produce a large surplus of wheat and
other cereals for foreign nations,  Bradatreet,

Porests and Their Efiects Upon Floods.

The Northweatern Lumberman assails a quite
generally accepted theory in the following
vigorous manner :—

* We would hike to have the individuals who
ave clamoring for government interference for
the prevention of tloods, answer the following
question . If the denudation of forest lands on
the upper Ohiv and tributaries was the cause of
the flood last year and the disastrous overflow
now prevailing, what is the cause of the rise in
the Arkansas, St. Francis anid Red rivers of the
south, all of which are now booming? Do those
afllicted with the denudation craze know that
the rivers mecutioned How miostly through
densely wooded districts?  The writer was
lately in the forests of the Yazou delta, miles
from human habitation. At the time it had
been raining like a deluge for days. The vav-
incs and gullies were carrying great volumes of
water into the bayons and rivera, Did the
heavy growth of timber, the mosses and inter-
lacing roots stop the outflow 2 Not any worth
mentioning. Water falling on the swface o
the earth will seek a lower level, whether it is
overshadowed by trees or not. Floods occurred
hundreds of years ago, the same as they do
now, Men talk as if there never was a flood in
the Ohio or Mississippi until 1882 and 1883,
One of the biggest rises ever known to whito
nien in the Ohio occurred in 1$32, when it and
its tributaries still flowed through the almost
unbroken primeval forest. If the question were
thoroughly Jooked up in its far reaching histor-
ical features, it would be discovered that never
in the annals of this country was there a more
idiotic, bascless conclusion than that now pre-
vailing in the popular mind about the denuda-
tion of forest 1and causing recent floods in tho
great rivers.”

AT present there are about 7,000,000 acres
under wlieat in the Punjab, the producc of
which is estimated to be equal to that of the
United Kingdom, which it would be at 11 bus.
per acre ; while in the whole of India the area
of the wheat crop is put by the government
statisticians at about 19,329,000 acres, and the
product at about 26,500,000 quarters.




