THE O

RITIC.

HOMTE AND FARM.
ORCHARDING,

Within the last fow yeas groat advaneo has heew made throughout our
Provineo in the growing of fruit. This ix especially noticeablo in three or
four cuunties, whore apples aro grown i abuudanee.  Fven in theso
counties, howover othor fruits have not heen cultivated to uny thing like
as great an extent.  Tho rest of the jrovinco is very backward in regard to
the wholu subject.  Whore beautiful orchaids might bo growing, there nre
only old dilapidated trees of watwial fruit. or young orchards neglected and
left a prey to iasects, cattle and a host of other enomues. In mapy parta

cherrios, pears, grapes, aud secarcely anv cultivated or improved fraita nre
ISR
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1t is a great pity that this is the case, us there ave fow pavts of the country
where thoy way not bo giown. In mauy localitics they would grow to
pearfection, Tho 8oil and climate are well ndopted to growing fruit. The
fruit would bo loug keeping, and the iudieations ate that it would Lo fine
flavored, This may Lo scen by examming the fow apecimens of cultivated
fruit that any of these localities furnish. Splendid apples, grapes, pears
and plums are now grown along the Gulf of St Lawrence from Cumberland
County to Inverness County, by different mdividuals. The linest flavored
apples thut grow in Nova Scotin grow there. They are the juiciest sand
tastiest fruit produced in the Province. Grow very firm and crisp, and
would probably keep without becoming spengey. Such is the character of
theso 1egions where little is raised.

Why more is not grown is curionz. Theie seems to he a prevailing
impression that it will not grow. On whst thss restz i3 difticult to tell.
Fruit grew well enough thitty or foity years ago, #3 is shown by the old
orchards that still remain in these localitics. It is also remarked that the
climate is becoming milder.  What then i3 the mmtter? Sunply this impres-
sion ; it is all that stands in the way of tho development of this industry
in a large part of the prevince. By thisitis not intended that fruit will
arow without csre, attention and ntelhgent cultivation in these localities,
If care is necessary in tho most favored locality, and certainly it is, it is
cssential elsewhere, If the sume intelligent attention was Lestowed on tho
trees in other parts of Nova Scotia s is dona in Kings Co., thero would be
no more complaints that fruit would not grow there. 7There aro gome fine
youny orchards started in many parts * whero orchards will not grow” and
they are doing nicely. Their owners areto be commended. But applea
are not the only fruit to grow, tho others should not bo neglected.

In order o attain their greatest developinent, orchards mast either bo
put ob naturally drained land or it must be drmined to prepme it for the
trees, Good thorough tile draining is the best although other methods ure
used, but they ure short lived and oxpensive in the end. Tho trees inust bo
manured not only the first year but every yesr, and thuy should bo cultivated
around in the spring sv 2= to start their growth, Lut ue manuro uur cultiva-
tion should bo given in the early full or it mny start their growth so they
would winter-kill.  The best time to manure iz latn in the fall or if
comnmercial fertilizers ate used, ewtly in the spaing  The lad should be
kept clear of crops, especinlly grass, unless very heavily manured or when
tho trees tend to make too great a growth in the full, in which ewse they
may be checked in this fall growth by putting on some full growing erop
like rye aud turniog it under late that fall or early in the spring.

Do not indulge in the luxury of uew varieties if you have had little
experience, but buy standard sorts as Tompkins King, tGiravenatein, Bishop
Pippin, R. I. Greening, otc.

THE POTATO BEETLE.

The insect commonly known by this name has been 1n Nova Scotia
for a few years, but has pot extended his ravages as fast as is his usual
custom, but quite fust ecough 1o smt. It should not be wistaken for « much
smaller beotle which vats very fino holes in tha Ieaves, giving them a withered
appearance, for this small beetle is quito common all over the province, but
usually does no very oxteneive damage. It can be destroyed in tho same
way as its more famous rolative,

The potato beetlo is about the size of a hall bean, a little shorter aud a
litle broader, and has ten black lines runzing longitudinally on its wing
covers. It is this characteristic that has given ® its specific namo. There
is o diflicuity to distinguish it afler once seeing it.  The only other boetlo
found around the potato plants hiesides the onn montioned above likely to
bo mistaken for it, is the pretty “lady bug” as it is called. This is very
much swnller than the potato beetle and has little black spots instend of
lines on 1ho wing covers 1t is a valuable friond 1o the farmer and should
not ho kitled. It is on the potato vino hunting for cggs of potato heotles
and other ivjurious inscats which it destroys. The back ground of tho
wing covers in each caso is 1ed.  So the potato beetle appears to be red with
Llack lines.

The mature potato beetlo does comparatively littls damage asa rule. It
is the larva which does wost of the eating. These are nasty, filthy, slow
moving slugs, at first they only appear hike little black pointe, as they become
older they look like little specks of wet dirt, while thu oldest aroe quite lurge,
their abdomen being vervy highly developed—a sure indieation of their
voracity.

‘Thoy eat tho entire substance of tho leaf, leaviug ouly the main riba and
stalks of the plant. This suggests the rewmedy.  If anytlung that 1z poison
to them cau be put on the leaves o they will eat it, they will bo destroyed,
Tho cheapest and most convenient poison for this purpose is paris-groen.
It is perfectly insolublo and stichs readily to the leavea, so that when the
Joaf is eaten it must bo takon also,

Tho hest method of applying it is with wator. If it is a small piscs
potaloes, take a toa-spoonful of the parie-prean to o sprivkling-pot of way
Keep woll stirred and apply through a rather coarso nozzle.  QOnly a sligy
sprinklo should ho allowed to fall un the plants. aa it will then adhere, 1y
if moro falls on thon all rolls ofl.  If the potatocs aro plantad in rows, th
way bo nccomplished by holding the aprinkler at an angla and wlkip
briskly down the row.

If n large field is to be sprinkled in this way, u barvel should e ariaygy
on a cart or hung between two wheels in such a way that the hurse wlyy
between two rows while each wheol vuns outside of them. ‘Lhis Lariel hy
two oponings or faucets near the bottom with ehort hose and sprinkly,
nozzles attached. ‘These nozzles are so hold that they come_ directly ovy
their respective rows. Tho water is put in the barrel, tho paris-groen adde
and thoroughly stirred in, then the fiucels turned on and tho horss starte}
1t muet bo kept stirred all tho timo by the driver. In this way ono by
can go over cight acres in a duy. One treatment will veuelly lust wntil i
next brood appears or until a heavy storm washes it off.  As thoro ar gy
two bruods likely to injure the crop, it will be gecu that 1t is not such a hay
job after all to keop these insocts in check.

Other methods have heon propused, such as hand picking, butif itp
desirrd to mako much of a profit off from the crop, it should ‘nover be
undortaken, as it is an cudloss and unsitisfactory job. Othor poisons my
bo used but as a rule they will bo found less curtain in their action. Som.
times thesa poisons are applied dry, mixod with some fine powder as oo,
this ia just a8 effectual, but is 2 Lother when the wind blows as it is liabl
to got in the perzon’s-faco. .

Thero is zo danger of the poison (paris green) getting into the potato, u
it is ivsolublo. Animals should not be allowed around the field as the
might get enough to poison them. .

The time to apply it is after a slomp, never before, as (he rajn woull
wagh it all off. Also when the firast brood makes its appearancd. By
judicious svlection’ of time for planting, one of the two broods of the seasy
may bo avoided. Either so 1ate as to escape one, or so early that the secon)
can do no damaga. Never uso the same fisld two years in succession fi:
potatoes. By selecting o field far removed from one whero thoy have growe,
somotimes tho heotles may be avoided for that season.

THI: HESSIAN FLY IN ENGLAND,

Two yeurs ago the 1lessian fly made its appearance in England, and hu
since been the terror of Loglish farmers. ‘They could not bo blamed fu
being frightened, kuowing the amount of damage that it has dono on thi
continent. DBesides it is tho almost universal experience of insect invasion
that they aro worse in 5 newly invaded district than where they have hea
for a long time. Fortunately there was a lady, who for her rare attaumens
in entomology, or the study of insccts, hns beon made Honorary Entomologis
for the Royal Agricnltural Socioty. She immediately st about studyumy
tho habits of the insect there, and reported tho best methods to eittn
exterminate it, or, where it had gotton too firmly established to do this, hux
it might bo held in check. This work alope was worth thousands of dull
to tho country. The fly has been held in check, although it will probaty
in timo extend its injury to all parts ot the island.

PERSONAT..

Miss Eleanor E. Ormstead isthe Entomologist of tho Royal Agricultun
Socicty of Eogland. Sho is a perfect lady, abounding in good works, a
has doue an immense ameunt of good for the farmers of Great Dritain, tx
aro her labors confined to that country alone. A short timo ago it wasdi
covered that thero was somothing the matter with tho wheat crop of Ner
Zwaland.  Samples wero sont her, which proved to bo tho Hessisu fly. Sk
has tolegraphed remedics, and it is to bo hoped that they may ho ablen
exterwinate it befura it has spread Leyond control.

NOTES.

* Moscs Muggins,” an Englishinan, who lstoly visitod this continent, t¥
been making quite a stir among English farmors by advocating Amen:
methods. His critics have called him a theorist, otc., but ho hasshown th=
his'accounts on a farm, which ho managed the past yoesrin the way hels
advocated, which should silenco them.

This has been o late spring.  Will it nocossarily be joss profitable!

Do not forget to sow somothing for tho cows when the pstures bin

dried up. It always paysto have some green fodder growing for them, fi
is not needed it may bo dried for winter.

Agricultury is a trade. No other trade has so many journals, som
scientific men, nor so many invontors engaged in its improvoment.

A creamory is soon to he started in or mear Truro. Tho capitil Is
nearly all been subscribed, and thoy are negotiating for the building ol
appetatus.  There should be ono in overy county in the Province.

Anvick To MoTiRRa.~ Are you disturbed at night and bken of your rest bys
child suffering and craing with pain of Cutting Teeth 7 If a0, send at nnoo.anfl DS}
hottle of  Mza Winsdaw's Soothitz Syrup,” for Childron Tecthing.  Ite value iviacs?
able. It will relieve tho poor little sufferer jmncdiately. Depend upon it, motde
there it no mistake about it. Tt cures hysentery and Diarrheea, reiulates the Stct
and Buwels, cures Wind Calic, softens the Gumns, reduces Tnfiammation, and giresi¥
and energy to the whole ayatein.  * Mrs, Winslow's Soathing Syrup™ for children X
fs plemsant 1o tho tante, and ia the prescription of one of the oldest and Leat femalept®

cians aud nurses in the United States, and is for sale by all drugyists thronghe¥
world. DPrice, 2 conta & bottle. X
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