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EI)IUOR'ALNOTE.S.

l>reparaîory Io (Christmas, Ite is are rung ai dcad iiiidnigl.t Uîr.uglî-
out England and the contir.eîsî , and aitcr tise stlcrsin ceilirattoii of the
inais, ior whichi ste clitirches in France, lialy, ltelgium, Spaini and Portugal
are magnificentiy adotncd, il is tisual for the Teveilis to partake of a colla-
tion, that thry may lie beticr able to sustain the fatigues of the night.

During tlic last days 1prcctdit.g Chisits il il§ biiil tise ctsom fur
Calabrian usinstrels Io descend fruis. ilu.: iiisustainss tu Naills anid Rume.
çaiutitig the sl:uiîcs of tilt Vagin Nltjtf.tr wiîiî thrir 'mîld niîa,îc., 1,111itr the
îsoictical notisn of chictring lict ii.til the Lsrthtsiîse of litr infant ast thtt
ajprsuaching Christmias. In a picturc of tise Nativity imy Rap~hacl, lie has
introduced a shcjuherd at tihe dur îsla> isig on a sort ofbIagpsisc.

In the Protestant districts of Ge:nany, and tise r.ortli of Eutope, Christ-
mias is often calltd thc «*clîldreti's festival," and C~hristnmas tve vis detosed
to givirîg preients, cspeccially bc.twecsî Isarents anrd chiidren, an.d tsrothcrs
and sisters, by mitans of »hc ào.calIcd Cliisitnas-trte, wiih ias now 1b est
long fainiliar enough Io us. Thcre is a licattiness and :sirniicity abiout
many Scandinavian and Ttutoisi. custoiis wc hîave botrowed which, wlien
we do soi, always appcals to otîr bebt instincts. Such cwa-tornss stem ta
flourish with us lik a plant revcrting to a comgcnial soul.

Il was an old Englith superstition that, on Ciiristnizs ete, the oxcu and
sherp wcrt always to bce found on their kners as in an attitude ' devotion,
ait nuidnight ; and ihait, after the change froin old tr.i new style, thcy con-
tinucd ta do ibis oniy on the cve of Old Christmas day. Superstition tho
i was, il aiways &truck us t0 bc a beautiful, devogt andi ibuctical idea li

s derived froni a jîrevalciit niedi.evai notion that an ox 3ad an ass whici
were prescrit ait the Nativity IcIl %ilion their knccs i a iîsîslasu "titîre, i
appcarm from Dismerous old lîrints, and front a L.atin pocm of Saunazaro ol
the x6î1î century.

Ille custom, of sisiging cantkkls. calledl Carol@, ait Christmnas, whicF
ttcaikd the songs cf tht s.hcpbvîds ait the luth of Christ, dates froins tht
lime wliîn the cotumon peule ictased to tmndersîalid Latin. The bishopi
and iower clergy olten joir.cd with the populace ia cisrolling, and tise sorsg!
wcre tn:ivened by dancing, and tise music of tambours, guimars, violir.s anc
org.ans. Fathers, scias, tuothri an-d daîîghtcis minglecd togtther in tht
dance ; if ina iht niglit, tsitch borc in lits bîand a iiglêted wax taper Nianj
collecion, have liiesn muade csf thrse naivc nmsd ceval carols, whîcli filhid ts
hourb between thc noctumnai ns*sscs, and soiimtimes lcok the place o
pslus in the chut ches
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%%'ho rsrcd Jerry 'l'oatic, %vlso feu ofV a liaging isito the witer on
Tltitsiay ? 'l'ie Alié of that cvenitig siays :--" 1le svotld 1îrobiably h.tve
htietî dIrtuwrael but for llsri <)'lsis.' un tîîpcd overbuard and rcscued
llittl." Tl'it (Jhrenirle repsorts :-1, Iis cries werc licard by the men on the
'Charger,' and C'ajuiai Jhcrroini jtsiped over asîd resctied the man."
Whlîe the Recorder liais it :-« Il'##:. Jiilsricl jurniped overboard and
resctied Iiisu jsîst ii unie." Anîd aptiii oit Wt:dnesd:t% evening the Recomder
s.sys -- ', fla zJst'-usI lIiJ0'rr, was tie"liersoni witi resctîed Juremiah l'oomeY."
iWlicl is Najsolenii d wlsicli is MViiîgs Mr Siowiiai?' " %Vhichcver

Ys iet , my) lîttie dears, yotî pays yotit' îîaoîîy, and yott takes ycur
choice ?"-

l'lit coîsînion custon of decking houses and ehurches at Christmas with
evcrgrce:îs is dletived. fions ancicast I)ruidic prnictices. Il was an old b)elief
iliat syItii spirits might t0ock to tise c'sergrecniç; md reniain tînnipped by
frost tit à mîldes season. TIl-hu oily, ivy, rosemary, ha>', lautrel and miatie-
toc ftiriirtd tise favorite triîiîmings, wlîici were not reiovedl titi Candie-
nias (2iid Fteby.) sI old cîsuircis calendissrs Christmas eve is niarked Teinplia

(.<int thi~<ie temsples are adorned.) Holy ansd ivy sti remnaimi in Leg-
land tie rnost esttenied Chiîrstnîs evergreciîs, tîso' at the two ufliversities
tise wiiicw of the caltege ch'apeis ariù decked withî laure]. WVith us the
ubiquitous and almost cqualty b)eaittifut' sibrticcs and firs take the place of
the msore sttmerous variezzies of evergreeiis available in Europe, and we
thiik nwib of lis aie well satisf'ed with the stibstittîte.

'l'hue seins to bc bail weathtr in the Chrouuide office on Mcnday
moriiz. We were "gain houaored last 'Monday by the notice of that
j.itrtsal, ths lie Io tise extesît af about isree-qtartcs's of a coluin af good,
astind. hcarty abuse. Osîr offuisce is that we think dsffurently to the
Clirtsirlc oit tonit national questions, and that wc do not devote our
coiunins to tbu8t of the I)omiuion Covsernment and Coîiscrvativcs generally.
Not tu ngrec with tise <J/ronicis' is to bc Ilanaliesîî.î iilianatha.' More-
over, Ouîr modes af cxlpressaoii stem to bce xtrestiely distasteful lt Our
coztiteîorary. 'This we regret. because, as we have no idea of eîsactiiîg the
sIcs of the old mai, the boy aîîd thc ass, ini the cndravor ta pic-ase every-
Ittdy, ilicer. is îlo)t isîsîdi prohability of au amtîîdment. in the cyts of oui
ceists. Ivsaai exilect nsaxt Mlonday to lie solcmniy cîîrscd with bell, book
and candie, as a ncwv taricty of Christmas ftînctiosi.

Cliriîîsîs.is ctlebrattuns in Englarsd have long iost their primitive bois-
terotîs cisaractcr, the gamnbols aiîd carcli are nearly 'galle by, anid iamiiy
zcumn.u~.s tecrgiceii triinningo cre nearly &AH that remnain <.4 the various
rosugis mrcrrinitlsàts u.hicla tisti tu usaik the festival. The last mensorable
.aVîsuintititessî of a - Lordi of Mitrult'* was ini 1627, when he hast corne 10 be
déiaousiinatdi a" grand captasict of niisclîiete." In tIme United States, astht
l'uritans w.re .'it firzt stersa olsisonentb of Christmnas pastiiuMs the day wus
for a lonsg isse less g,,iicrally culrbratcd ina New Englandthan in the middle
and stîîhtcrn States. But il was nmade a lcgal holiday in several of the
States. ar.d je usualiy ubscrt'ed, as with us, by a religiouig service, by miaking
îsreseis, by ti mnin , houses-aisd churches with tcvsrgrecns, and by imitai'
ing thse Gerniaus clistani of Christnmas irees. Mirsn Christmas weathet' is
li tiat wu art ii tise habit of tliîking il should bce, brîglît and cîcar, with
pitiity of snow and sotind icr, Caundians, cati resel in tihe pkiassures a(
sielghing andi sk'ating, ansaîsg the puiest and most exhiliarating oifersjoy-
ments. Titese, hawct'er, have aften of laie years been wanting, cwn Io
the appasritiy growing utscertainty af climîmatîc influences, Il'ai uhalever
fails, the briitiancy Gf the shops ai Chnistmias-tîrne is perennial, and imparta
a germerai sense ai conifort and joyotteness to yotang and old. May aul,

ah' n widely différent degrets, bc ale at this scason to profit by sonne of
their ailtînng warcs! The Chi ssm.'t- cards, whîch have for sorne y'eas Pasu
liccoine âu l.roninsent and grace:ful a feature: of the gentrai, kiîadiiness assd
goodwili of the scason, are il *is year Ierhalis more costly and gorgeous than
c ver before, %ho' not in the leasi lciehnd those ai former ytarm ira tute and

i egance. Moretuver, tlîcy aie of ail grades cf 'salue, and itre are many,
rait lrautîful an artistîc nimplicity as the more costly, which sie within tht

conspass off the nost mrodest purse. Altogether, we have littie regret ira
exchanging for th%: rude merrinsent and clumsy pageantry off Our fore-
fathers, thc milder and marc polislied mctlîods now ai aur comnmue,
wherewith t0 give expression to ise feelings naturai ho the season.

s CH-RISTMAS.

The instituîtion of Cistmas is attributesi tu o p0e Telesphorcs, Who
c dîcd A. 1). 138, and tlîroughout the stibscquent history of the 'Church It
f has beet the most moted ai Chîristian solemnities.

li was at first ai Ilmovable feast," oftcn con fotunded with the Epiphany,


