8

'——«

THE CRITIC. '

——

1886, wore presonted. Thuy show the total net pablic dehit to have been at
that dato 2223,1569,107. Thu deficit for the yoar was 85,834 672, and tha
total awount of interest ynid in that period on tho public e 210,137,008,
The roport is an intwesting one, but spaco forbids giving the fizures at
length, nor is it uccensary, ax full detmls will bo givon to Parlisment subdo-
quently, whan the report of the anditor-goneral is presented.

In obedinnco to & motioh paseed by the House, the clork of tho crown-
in-chancery appeared at the table with the returns of the election in
Queen’s County, N B, which were read,  On motion ot Mr, Weldon, of
8t. John, N I}, a summone was vrderad to issue, dirocting John R, Duun,
returning officer for Queens County, to attend the Houso with poll-booke,
Lallots, xud all othuer decumonts counceted with the eleation iu that county.

On Tueadny Mr. Pope, in anawer {o Sir Richard Cartwright, said the
total linbilities for aubaidies to railway compinies on account of subsidios
was 83,268,000, and the estimated amouut requited to completo publie
works now i progro«s, and chargoable to eapital, was 82,000,000,  Sir Juhn
statod that tha govesument had under conridoration the establishment of
oxperimental farms in the Northwest Tervitories  Davin wsking for docu
ments rolating to rerip for Northwest volunteets, made an appasl that the
Regins homo guards shionld receive the samo cousiderstion as the regular
militis who tovk part iu supptressing the rehellion.  Dr. Sproule made a like
olaim tor tho Macdouald scouts of Moosn Jaw, and Woldon (St. John)
presonted the case of the New Biunswick battalion. which was called out
and kept in camp for a timn but was not ordered to the front.

Provincian.—~Thoe week's dowgs in tho Local Legislature have embracod
several mattera of genem! public intereat,

Tho Hon. Prov. Sucratary moved that the Houso appoint a committee to
confer with one appointed by the Legislative Council, in onler tv prepare a
loyst address of coungratulation to Her Mijusty the Qeen ou her attaining
the fiftictl year of her reign  Tho moven was scconded by Dr. MacKay
and was carried unanimousy. Messre, Fielding, Longley and MacKay wero
appointed tombers of this committee

By comuand the Commissioner of Mines aud Works laid on the table
the annual report of his department.

On recotnmondation of the committee ont local and private hills, the
“ monopoly bill” entitled *a bill to amend the chartor of the Capn Bretou
and Pictou lron and Railway Company® recoived the threo-month’s hoist,

The bill on Municipal Assessments was rvoferred to tho Committee ou
Law Amondments, and Measts. Liw, MeNvil ( Dizby s, and Bell wero added
to that cummittee, for the purposv of its cousideration.

Bills were iutroduced es follows :— By Chisholm, to amend chap. 114,
Acts of 1886, to incorporite the Town of Syduey Bv the same to legalize
the appointment of a Stipendiary Magistrato in Cipo Bretou., By Haley, to
incorpunite the Hunts Centml Railway Cumpany, limued, and ono to
incorp rute the Buston, Parrsboro aud Loundonderry Steam Navigation
Cumpsuy, limited By Hearn. to amend chap 112, Acts of 1886. and one
to ubolish the Legislative Council. By Frune, to amnead chap, 29, R S, of
public instruction, By Law, to authonz+ the Buston Marine Insu-ance
Company o hold roat and personal estate in Nova Scotia. By Andrews, to
amend chap. 47, R, S, of highway labor. By Luugley, to aweund chap 100
R. 8., of Probate Courts, providing thut decrees of court if registered, shall
bind land, and punishing contompts of court. By the same, to awend chnp
9, R. S, of crown lands. The ohject of this bill is to cunble the govern-
ulent to make special arrangemonts with pirties intending to settle in uew
districts. By McColl, to ameund chap. 101, Acts of 1872, incorpomting
Norton Lodge, I. O. O. I, By Camercn, to incorporate the Naw Glusgzow
Electric Light Company. By Black, (I. R.), to ncorporate the Ambliers
Electric Light Company. By Botaune, to amend tha Licenss Act of 1886
By MacGiilivray, to ensble the firewardens of Auntigonish County to msecss
for fire engines. By Lawronce, to amend the Nova Scutin Judieaturo Act
By Longlvy, to incorporate the Cushing Gold Mining Cumpany. huited
By McColl, to amend chap 7. R S., of mines nnd minerals By Black,
(T. R.), to divide ceirtaiu mursh lands at Nappun, Cumberland Couuty,

_known as *“the common ” By Audrews, in veluion to the wdepond-nce of
the legislature of Nova Scotia. By McCuy. relative to imprisunment.for
debt. By Longley, relating to the Nictaux amd Atlaunic Railway, By
Church, to amend chap. 128, R S, of costs and fees, This hill hr rofes
ence to fees in the mines oftico. By the samo, to amend chap. 7, R. 8., of
mines and wiperals, By Black. to incorporste tho Minudie Railwsy Co.,
limited. By Fraeer, (J. A.), respecting the issuing of heenses in Victoria
County. By Law, to iucorporate the Yarimouth ctreot railway company,
limited. By \Weeks, to amend chap, 84, 1. S.. of the registry of deeds, also
to amend chap. 128, R. S. of costs and feca. By the Prov. Sec'v., to extend
the power of the guvernment to hort.w money for the bridge wsorvice by

$250,000. By Longley, to encourage the waanficture of iron in Nowvi
Scotia. Bv Roche, t amend the liquor licouse act of 1886 He explained

that the ohject of the bill was to permit the sale of brer, which was of
only a slightly intoxicating charactei, and which wonld have the cffect of
driving out strong and destructive liquors, alifax as a muritimo port and
military and naval station is peculintly situated ; and the act as it stands
confounds in ome condemuation iwo very different things—tie highly
injurious stroug spirituous liyuors with tho compiratively hermloss beuis.
By Haley, to authorizo the parish of St Paul, Ruwdon, Hunts, to soll
certain lands. By the Prov. Sec'y., to provide for the legal appointinent
of certain oflicors in the Connty of Halifax under the liquor license act.
Also to amend chapter 112, Acts of 1886, concerniny the Lonnox Passage
steam ferry, o provide sufficiently for the completion of that service, and
then to stop the borrowing power of the municipality.

Potitions were presentod as follows :—From the overseers of the poor for
district No. 1, Digby County ; from the ovorseers of poor for the munici.
pelity of Clae, district No. 10, Digby County, asking to bo rv imbursed

for expimrea in conuection with a transiont pwpar; from overanars of ),
poor for Svduey; two from tho achool eection of Summorville, Hay,
C'ounty, naking for » ochange in the law reapenting school anecrsmonta ; fi,
inhmbitants of Mim Valley, in Capo Breton Countv, for aid in conatructir,
n road throuuh it; from Jefftay MeColl, reapocting n coil aror: fu.
inhabitant of West Branch, River John, for aid to a 1oad ¢ from iahabisy,
of Capo Canso for aid in the construction of & 1083 hotweon that plice oy
Dover; from Rev, B, Mullins, £ al, asking for a subsudy in aid of 2 kg,
of eteatners betwoen Aspy By, Victoria County, and Halifax s (o
[xtmel Longworth amld othots, agninst the proposzed act rolating to the Tox,
of Truro; from the inhabitauts of ¢:hool section No. 37, Isasc’s Harly
for power to tax all property in that section for achool purposes,

Tho following quostions wero asked by mombers ;—

By Feasor, what policy the governuient praposes to wlopt in valatioy ¢,
the new road in Victorin Conuntv. By Atdiows, that the tovernment Ly
the tahlo the tondera fur supplies of groceries for Mount opo Asylyg
By Hemeon, that the government lay on the tabla full dutails of outheve gy
conpection with Govertiment House rinco 1883, and information en Mue
axpeoditures in tho rame connection sinco 1867 By McColl. what anthoriy
the governmen! hns for paving laundry oud othor similar bills in conqe.
tion with Governmeont Houso,

The committeo on Liw-Amendments roported up the Sabhath hilt ¢
Friday with such eliminationa as emasculated it in tho apinion of its fay
promoters, but made it barely tolorahle to tha common, liborl rense of the
community. It was wropdeed to tefor thy bill and the report to the o
mittes of the whole Housa on bills, but ita frienda avked forw postponemen
till the next day. On Saturday afterncon, accordingly, the Huouso met, anf
resolved iteelf into committon to consider the matter,  All available sue
that was nceeariblo to the public was crowded with au interested audiene
The large mnjority of thess, as hecamo ovideut na the debato progresal,
were libarty-loving poople, but there was aaprivkling of narrow minde]
mott who desired to hend the general public to theirown narraw idane  Tiy
title +f the hill way changed without division from ¢ A Bill to Prevent th
Profanstion of the Lord’s D'y to * A Billto Vromote the Botter Ohw
vauea of Sunday.” Then bogan u tiarca conteat. 1t was moved successivels
to restore all the several clauses that had been struck out hy the commiite
on Law Amendments. Aftor debato that forbidding various named puhli
amusements was defeated by u voto of 14 to 23. That forhidding hunting
and shooting by 12 to 25. That forbidding fishing bv 13 to 23. Th
clause restraining horso cars from running on Sunday, occasioned a lengthy
dobate, which Insted till 11.30 p.m., when there appeared for it 13 anl
against it 24. The rewaining cleuses wera passed without division, aud the
committeo roso at 1150 Tho House immediatelv sd} xurned till Mouday at
3 p.m  Un re-assembling, the committeagrenortad up what was loft of the
Sundy Bill as amouded, with the recommend-tion that it pass. It wa
moved to restore the clauses that had baen struck out, in amendment to thay,
that the Housu adhere to its action of Saturday, and in amndmeut to the
amendmont, “ that this bill be not now read a third time, but bo read again
thico months from this d2y.” After a little debate the latter waw carried by
a voto of 23 to 14. Tho names boing called for, thev stood as follows :—

For—Hon. Prov. Scc., {{on Atty. Genl., Hon Comr. Works and Mue,
Hon. Mr. McNeill, Hou. Mr. Johnson, Hon. Mr, McGilliveav, uud Mesus
Robichau, Bethune, Hearn, Cameron, Chisholm, Mackny, Hoemeor,
Matheson, Melraae, Junws A Fraser, Ross, Rwud, Haley, MacCoy. Frams,
Weoks and Cook—23.

Against - Andrews, Bill, k. L. Black, Munro, McColl, McKinnon, Johs
A. Fraswer, Clark, Laureuce, Ruche, McNeill, Iaw and Gayton, T. L
Black—14,

Thus ended thia outrageous attompt to make Christiang bv uet of Paliz-
mont. \We hopo it will prove tho last that will be made in Nova Scotia.

After this affuir was thux dispored of, the Hou. Prov. See'y. tntroduced
a bill to nuthonze municipal councils iu places where street ear< run to
make regulntions, if thoy see fit, forbidding the rurning of cars during tue
hours of diviaw servics on Sunday, and imposing a ponalty uot to exceed
$100, for any violation of snch ragulations when made, such fine to o to
the goneral Tunds of the corporation in which such oflence shall he committed

Oa Tursday tho Hon. Pruv. Sec'y. luid on the tible a series of resolutivos
conceraing the rolativn of the provivcs of Nova Seotia to the Dominion,
nnd gave notice of tho further consideration of this mwatter on Thursday.
‘Theso resolutions reette at considerable length the histery of tho confeder:
tion of Novia Scotis with the other provinces of tie Dominion, the
unsatisfactory nature of financial arrsngoments thercunder, tho repeated
but unsuccessful effurts that were made by the soeveral locd governments
sincy 1867 to have these arranyements placed on  better basis, tho fact that
at the lucal electivns of Juna, 1886, a largs majority of tho clectors endorsed
the policy of ropealing the unton, but, at the geueral election of Fobruwy
last, thoy reversed that decision, and close by saying, “That in view of such
recent niction by the penplo of the province, an application to the twpenal
government and parlisment for tho releaso of Nova Seotia from the
Canadinn confoderation could not be favorably reccived by tho impenal
authoriti~s. and it is st present inoxpedient to make such application s that
this houso strongly reaffirms tho declaration of tho last house, that Nuva
Scotin suffers great disadvantages in the union, and declazes itz opinion lb‘.\t
unless a materiul chango takes pluco iu financial aflaira and commerridl
r0lations, whoreby the position of the provinco is improved, the discontent
in Nova Scotia will continue and increaso, and it will bo necessary to agein
submit the question of s parativn from Canada to the peoplo of this
provinco for their decision.” )

McColl's bill to amend the franchise law was withdrawn, but wa

ordured 10 be printed, and it wi.l bo ro-introduced next session,  Mr. Lougley
also withdrew his bill to oucourage tho manutacture of irvn in Nuva Scotis,




