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Our Mixing Law.—While our prosent Mining Act has many commen-
dable foatures, Tog Critic has had occasion, in several instances, to point
out defects and suggest remedios. In some cases, the law has boon loosely
carriod out, in others, the Act itsolf requires amondments, and with tho
sole desiro of seeing mining placed in a permanent impregnablo position, wo
havo considored it our duty to place debatablo matter beforo our readers for
discussion and thorough ventilation, so that only the best romedy may be
sdopted.  Undorstanding tho dangors of hasty and ill-advised legislation,
we have advocated the formation of a Mining Association, where, amongst
other subjects, tho Mining Act could be discussed, errors proved, and reme-
dies suggosted. Taking the light thrown on the Aol by recont decisions
the experienco of practical men as to its working, and comparing it with the
mining laws of other countries, a properly constituted committee of the
Logislature, aided by the best legal talent, should be able to draft an Act
that would romedy oxisting defects without infringing on ncquired rights.
The Act in amondment of the present Act, introduced by Mr. Fraser, M.T
P., aimed in this direction, but had been so hastily dran out that it would
have produced more harm than good, and on that ground we Ind to oppose
it. Wo have made no general or unnccessary altac’: on the Act, but have
always pointed out abuses that were doing incalculable damage to our gold
mines, and have also always sugrasted means of obviating them Targe
tracts in tho best mining camps in the Province are now held by speculators,
who will nat work them, and hold them at such exorbitant prices that capi
tal is driven from the country. Some romedy should be provided for this
evil. The litigation in connection with tho Salmon River mine, and other
less important properties, had caused our mining titles to be looked on with
distrust in the States, and had given rise to the celebrated telegram, * we
buy mines, not law suite.” These suits brought to light some Aefects in the
Mining Act, and Tas CRiTic, in the sole endeavor to have them remedied,
folt compolied to make them public. A stringent luw to punish bogus
claimants to mines; a botter protection for prospectors and discoverers of
new districts, a change in the Act to prevent speculators in Halifax from
taking up largo tracts in new districts, of which thoy knew nothing, snd
which they had no intention of working,—theso and a few other points
have from time to time beon taken up by Tae Critic ; and there is not a
candid mining man in the Provinces but will admit that they are all sub-
jects demanding romedial legislation One very kuotty point under the
Mining Act is likely to bo brought to light at any moment, and it would
puzzle a Philadelphia lawyer to decide it correctly, It arises through the
discovery of copper and load ores containing more or less gold or silver.
Load and copper are taken up under a five wile right of search. Gold and
silver under leases covering a certain number of mining arras  During the
Thompson-Holmes Government discoverers of galena ores containing gold
and silver wero obliged to cover their properties with gold leasoes, whichare an
expensive item when a large tract has to he covered ; and as a farther pro-
tection, had also to take out a license to search over 5 square miles for lead.
Afterwards, the Mining Act was amended in 1884, and section 101 now
provides that ¢ All leases of copper and load mines which have ben or
may bo issued under this Chapter or any Act passed by the Legisiaturo of
this Province, shell bo held and construed to convey to the lesseo or losseas
therein named, and his or their assigns, all ores and metals held in composi-
tion, associated with or contained in the copper or lead ores therein conveyed,
and the same shall bo subject to tho same royallies as are hereinsfter pro-
vided for such ores and metals.”

We will give ono examplo to show how this provision acts in actual
practice. A has taken out a 5 mile right of search for lead, which, under
the above section, gives him the right to all the gold and silver associated
with the lead. B has since secured a gold leaso for 12 areas, covering somwe
of the ground included in A’s right of eearch Through the conflict that
arises under the Act hy which gold and silver are taken up in opn way, and
other minerals in another, tho Mines Department have given two different
men tho right to mine tho same piece of ground T'nless action is at once
taken by tho Department, should the property prove rich, thore is hero the
nucleus of a heavy law snit. In this case, wo think that the Department
has been led into error by the complicated natare of tho Mining Act. Tho
books in which licenses and leases to search for minerals other than goid
and silver, aro ontered up, and are kept separate from those in which gold
leases arn recorded. There are also separato plans for each class of leases.
Mr. Kelly used formerly to attend to tho first leases, Mr. Carman or his
clerks to the latter. Through this division of dutics, the mistake has
occurred, and the property has been covered in both ways. In this case,
the Dopartment should cortainly recall tho lease to B, and exerciso due caro in
tho futuro that gold leases are not granted on propertios covered by a five
mile right of scarch. A careful rovision of the Act would simplify ques-
tions of this kind, and remove the friction between different classes of
lcases. A msjority of tho mimning mon of tho Province havo signified their
desiro to join the Mining Association, and it is time that they now organize
for business. They should be able tv meet tho next Legislature with a

carofully amended Act, and thero is no doubt but that the Department of Q

Mines will assist thom by all means in its power.

Principal Frasor read a most interesting and instructive paper on tho
Iron Ores of Acadin Mines, beforo the Acadin Mines Scientific and Literary
Club. Ho referred to the fact that native iron had mever been found at
Acadis Minces, but that it was in chemical combination with other cloments,
«That to separate the iron from theso clements had caused tho expenditure of
millions of dollars, and gave rise to tho chiof industry of the town Mo

described the differont kiuds of oro obtained in tho Acadia Mines. s
paper was a vory able ono, and imparted iustruction that must have been
invaluabloe to his hearers.

Tho *¢ Marble Mountain of Cape Brcton™ is the titlo of & pampl 'y
which fully describes the wonderful deposit of marble situated on tho ny-h
sido of the Wost Bay of the Ihas d'Or Lako. From it we gathor that t'.
best solid puro white and variegated marbles are in a mass, covering abe .
300 acres. Other varietics of the purest mmble abound in all directivr-,
and sufliciont work bas been dono to prove an almost nulimited supply o
tho best and most marketabl: marble. Scicntific and practical men from .»
parts of the civilized world furnish testimoninls and certificates of the
purity of the doposit and its superior working qualities. Tho adverso tarif §
in the United States has groatly retarded the development of the quarry
but the superiority of the marble will some day bring it into demand. ¢

Gorp River Districr.—Editor of Critic.—~Drear Sir,—Xnowing tie
1nterost you take in mining matters, I tako the liberty of penning a fes
lines for publication in your paper, 1f you geo fit to insert thom. Perlays
no mimng district to the westward has been pruspected so thoroughiy u
Gold River (especially the Jatter part of this summer) and with better suc
cess. C. H. Mill has prospected the J. E. Gammon property, and has we
with unparalleled success, having found five lodes 11 close proximity tw cacu
other, varying 1 width from five feet to thirtoen, somo showing gold on
surface. A good lode has beon discovered on tho fifty-four area biva |
ownod by Messts. Haisler, Hydo, and othais. This lodo was opoened i 1
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week 10 two places, and some good spectmens takon out of each staft. [is
tode 18 two feot wide, composed of heavily laminated quartz, with a belt of
decomposed slate, rust, ete., ruumng with it, which 1s all guod crushioy
material.  Prospecting 1s being carried on searching for another lode nur
of this one, from which good drift has been found. e -
Tho want of a good crusher has been the great drawback of this camp, E .
quartz to bo tested having to bo sont a long distance, which makes it very f
unsatisfactory and expensive to those wanting a test. Mr. G. J. Heisler o B2
prospecting his property west of the Gammon areas, and hopes to open vue &
or more good lodes shortly.
P. S.—Since writing the above, word has been received, which can by g
rolied on, that a lodo five feet wido has been opened on Mr. G. J. Hewlers
property, showing good specimens of gold. :
1 remnin, yours etc.,

Chester Basin.

Taxeier Districr.—In Tangier proper, the orly work now doing is som:
tribute work at the western end, and the wourk of the Brunswick Co. authe
castorn end, whore & shaft is being sunk on the Forrest lead, to cub the con §
iinuation westward of the rich ore in tho old workings, and with fair pros
pect of success. At Moosoland, which is pait of the Tangier district, abuw
12 miles distant, there 1s some tribute work being done on the old Humba F
propoity, aud some prospecting on the new ground across the river. Mrk
Dissoway, in connection with gentlomen from tho Western States, is driva; [
a tunnel on their property, but has not reached bedrock. On tho propery #
to the north, owned by Mr. Disosway, Mr. Townsend, and others, one lea 5
showing gold has been found, but ns it has only been cut in a narrow trenct, B
but little can bo said about it.  They havo also indications of other gull B
bearing leads, which are not far distant. To the eastward, Mr. Willis hy B
cut one lead on his proporty, and proposes to run a cut of five hundrld &
feet 1n longth across his areas. Thore 18 a fair prospeet of somo very ool
developments being made in thst locality before spring. . E
Ovpuax Districr.—~Mr. E. C. McDonnell brought into town a brickd
140 ozs. of gold, the product of 65 tons of quartz, being the result of ax g
woeks' work by 20 men. The ore was taken frcm the Dumbrack lead, whid £
averages aboat six inches in thickness, and was mined from a tannel at: g
depth of 250 feet. Tho main shaft has reached a depth of 315 fect, ik E
quality of the ore steadily improving as the lead is sunk upon. M.E
McDounell has been mining for over 23 vears, 14 of them on his on
account, and hss probably paid as much money In Royalties as any mincsn B
the Province. Tho mine is equipped with ono of Mumford’s patent boile g
and a good hoisting engice, and has proved a most profitablo investment 12
its owner.
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AMineral Products of the Umied States—From Uficial Reports.

1884. 1883.
Producta. Quantity. Value.  Quantity. Valce
A METALLIC. k-
Pig-iron, spet valuo...... long tons..$ 4,067,868 73,761,624 § 4,044,525 $64,7141
Silver, coining valuo tray ounces 37.744,605 8,£00.000 39.910,279 51.600%0
Gold, coining value..... ..do .. . 1,480,949 30,820,000 1,538,376 31,501 E
Copper, valuo at N. York City..pds. 147,505,407 18,106,162 170,902,607 15200k
Tead, value at N. X, City, short tons. 139,89 10,537,042 129,412 10402&
Zinc valve at New York City do 38544 3,422,707 40,688 3IANG
uickailver, vle. at San Francisco, flsks 31,913 Q6 327 32,073 el
Nickel, value at Philadelphia..pds.. 64,550 48,412 277,904 19,3
Antimony, value at San Francisco, R
shord tonv..ee...e: vessssansse « ses oxe oes cevene -
Platinum, value (crude) at New York K-
City, troy OUNCES ey vavn vov-ne 150 450 250 BE
Aluminum, - value at Philadelphia, 3
ITOY OUNCES . tvuee covocosnanen 1,500 1,350 3,400 g
Total value metallic products.... .... cenens S1S6A14,074 ..oieenen SISLINAE
Total value non-metallic mineral ;
products ... .. - 226,500,674 $246.931L
GrandTotal.. ... teevners seses $113,214,748

thert touched on the geological formation in which the iron was found, and
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