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p1astoralt 9Ltter
\1,o have, then, tire tiigs clearly e8titblishced hy God's ro-

'eailod irord, lst, tîmat iîtercessery l)i'myer is aiu ortliuiace of
Goti. mand, 2umd tlîat the cefliey of LliaL prmmyer is in direct prio-
poertioni to flme lioliiîess anti geodimosa cf Uic eue Nwlo oirors iL.
lIn filet, Sn inlucli imi accord wvitli the irauts of lilnumai nature atre
thiose îriuciplcs, se mii iii unioni are Licy %vitli the dictatoes
of riglut r-casouî id irit i LIe comiiimîomî'seise cf ilîauîkilid, Lîmat
eca fin thme %vorldly concerna of life iien uiiceasinigly flot ou
simiilar l)rinciphes. Tfinis, if persens desire favors frein tliose fi
power-if liey desire, for imnstanice, a govorninemît situation,-
Lluey fnvariably solicit tlie influenc'e auid iiitoreessioii of thîe
frieids of tiiose froi îrlmoiiî Mie lmtvors are soîmglt-tlie frioimds
muid supporters of Lue govmmumint. Noir, bearimîg lu îîimd Lime
two aforu',Sltigl ilivolitestaileh truths, lin' cmiii %v exaggerate irieil
sliealziimî of thîe ellivaey, Lime piri, Lime irresistable inigltincss
cf the îrayers cf God's Blesscd Motiier, offéed ul) for Lhose
Nrîmomu lier Divine Soli redcemied ii Iis preememis hhoed. Whio
se liolv, irîm se near te our i3lessed liedeenor, irlu ]lias siiehi
irresistable elaiuuis upemi Ilini as Iris owiî Mothuer Silo bore
Iimi fer iiie imîcutlis ini]lier viriial 'mrommb. Sile saw Ru
bonui aimd saîr JIiiim die. Sile îurscd M-inî la Iris imîfitlmmy, hleu
uritli Ilinm into Egpt te Sate hini fro!n Lime %vratli of a, tyramît,
sueo laboremi fer in, borc lmeierty uritli Himi, lmungcred %vith
JuIiin, iras for vears asseciatcd îritli liuiii iii Ris daily lifé, ivas,
inii a îrd, lus. ist tender mund iovimig Motlier irhmomn Ife obeyed
durimig the years of Iris liddemî life aL Nazareth. Oio gav'e Iliium
ail that lie lumd of Lhmat hîmîman nature witm uvliell 1-lis divinity
wîaq livposintatîeaillv mnited and uritli rhieil He irorkcd on cartii.
Sue gaive 1Rima tîmat heurt imite ubicli silo traîisfusedl lier oina
1)100( maid uriil Ile l)olred eut emu Lime troc of the cross for is
as- Lime price of our irýemmiptiot-tliait breith aumd life wiîiclm lie
gav'e iii atomeimeimt for simn, muid for the redemuptiomi of LIme îvorld.
0, Nvhmtt cren'ture Llîeu, ceîuld bc mis near anid dear te oui' adiormable
Lord as I lis owmi dciii Motlier? Wime coul(l have sncb dlaiims
iipol -iiui as slie Net ahhlLihe Saints timaL ever g'orfhid God
a, d hiouored lîîîmmmmmmi nature by LIhe splemudour of thîcir î'irtucs,
muet ail Lime Chmerubiuni and Scruîpliiiii that surroumid lis eteruual
Lhîî'e, mieL ail Lime amigelic cîmoirs LliaL sin-g ferever thie îmi*ises
cf tlmcim Creator. If, thom, Ltme lioii'cm andt effieary cf iuîterces-
SOI",' p)I"tyOi aie ini propoertion te Lthe ieliineas amnd monert anud
closemmess to (nd tif Lthe liem'sti wh'o offers iL, me hlave Lihe iliîst
positive asum'imie, Lime ilnost uislakeim certaimmty, tilmat thec
lirayeri o the V 3u~~l irgili mîmus-t ho mmost poîrerful Nvitix lier
eterumal Soli, aimd i<iost imleiicial te lier stipllicamits.*

Ail(d, iii fact, ire id Lîat Luis iras the case wliile yet Metîmer
ammd Soli stili limugunitIl on Lihe earth. T1'Ie very lir.st recorded
graco gmvi by the inicarnmate God Lu mnai iras bestoîvcd at Lime
vi'e cf Mary. After Lime ammîmumnicia tiomi, tue Blessed Virgimi
visited. lier cousin, Saint Elizabeth ; maid iL caille to pass, says

*So reasonabie iq Catimoli tcachimg o1 titis pmoint. ammd 80 rmmîclm 15 it in
accord wlitit tiha tdictates ut cotniuonsemsC, as %woii as vvitl th)e reveniect worti of
God, thiat eveit enlmghttemed Protestants ara forcedl t admit it. 1'hus the late
pureîmmîmded Lontgfellow beatitiftiiy expresses titis tcacltismg:

Thist is inflteei the blessed Mlary's lanud;
NIirgiti and 'mothter of omîr dear Il(ldccmcer;
Ail lîcartit are toimclted simd totetteci at lier usine;
Aliku te bandit, witlm tie bioody handi,
'Tie priest, thoe prince. tiie scimolar, and the pensant,
,r'ite nuatn of cncdb, te visionary drcamer.
isy imoiauma t limer ascaie everp1 resctlt
Atîd ovem as cîttidremi. wlîo hiava mmmcili offaîmded
A too.imdulgett FaLlier, inm great sîtaine,
petmitent, and yet imot darimg unattonded
'ro go itto luts presemîce, at tho gale
s 1,eak wit titeir sister, stîd conllditîg %vait,
Tlise gotls it beforeansid iitercedles;
so mn, repmcntitmg of tieir cvii deedit,
And yct miot ventîring rsily to draw tîcar
Witm thieir reqmtests aim angry futlor's car,
off cr ta ier timeir prayers aimd titcir conftession,
Aumdà site for tîmemî it limaveti iakes inttercessionm.

udi if aUr Faitît lied givcît uls ttotltng --nora
Thui titis exatuplo of ail wolmnilîoîl,
so miiida, so imeriful, so btromg, 80 good,
Sa patienit, ieacClui. loyat, loving, pure,
Titis %vcre ettoilà to proveoI it igiter simd truer
Thunt ail thme crccds tlie worid liad krmon beforo.

St. Luke, lst dmip. 41st verso, " that as Elizabeth heard the
salutationi of Mary, tho infant in lier voînb leaped for joy, and
Elizabeth was Iillod with tho Holv Ghiost." Now tlîo Fathers
uualiiiouly3 ilaintaimi t1lit at Lime soluud of imary's voico St.
Jolin the ]3aptist wa8 smuîctilicd i blis niotliûr's ivon by a
51)0cm! grace froin Jesus Christ, for thet recognition of tho
prsec of the ltedeeiner giveni by the clii h, if imot accomnpmuied
by the reinissiomi of blis original Sin, womîld, in thoir cstî,nation,
not cause liîu joy, but rathor sorrew, as hoe %votld féc! that by
timat sinmieh wits ostranged muid sei)aritted fromn his blessed
Redooier. - TIherp is no doubt,' says <Jrigen, ', that Elizabeth
was Iillod %vith the ioIoy Glîost becauso of lier soli ; for the
inothier did not thon desorve te reoive the H1013 Ghiost, but as
Johni, as8 yet conflicd in bis llîothem".s wonlib, ivas Iiiled wvithi the
lloly Ghiost, them Elizabeth, after the Sancîtiication of lier soli,
wVft 11110(1 with tlhe 11013 Spirit.', Neîw, tluis graceo f sanictifica-
Lien giveii tu St. Johii couila liavu licou bestowod, liad God s0
wilied, eitber before or after tihe visit of the Blessed Virgin, but
it pleasied thc liedeenior te grant iL only at tho nmonent that his
-ilothor's voice soumld ia the cars oi Eliyabothi te signify that
it ivas throughi lier instrunioataiity, muid at lier instance, gYraco
ias accorlQ(.

W'o find, ise, that the irst mniracle whieli Jesuis Nvroughit was
pcrfernied at tIhe request of his blessed 'Mother, and tlîat, even
before thoe timne inarkcd out in the divinie accrocs for tho nani-
fostation of lus Alinighity power bail arrivât. This iniracle took
place ut the inlarriage feast iii Cana of Galilce (St. Johni, ii.
chiap.) Jesuis ami Miary ii'e iavited to the inarriage fcast.
And the wine failiuug, tIic mother of Jesus baid to -in "Tley
have no wine ; " and Jestus said to lier, '' Moilan, %ivhat is iL tu
Me and to Lhee-ny lîour is not. yet coule; '' but Mlary, imo,
iveil ktiew Liat lier rcquest would not c orc-fiied, said te the
waiters, "Wbatsoever lie shail smcy to -,u, do ye." Timon Jesus
saiLli Lo the waiters, - Fill the water-pets Nvitli wator; " and
LIey filled tliein up te the briin. Tholîn Jesus, by a miracle of
aliniglity poer, converted the iiatcr into w'ine. The Evange-
IisL adds "This beginning of mniracles did Jesus in Cana of
Galilce; and Ho rnanifested bis lr4 Frein the tenor c£ this
tiixt iL is porfectly înaîîifest that iL iras only at the reqmest of
lus blossed Mothmer Jesus ivroitglit this lirst iniracle, andi thuat iii
Ordler to coniply Nvithl lier prayer, lie perforiled it evexi beforo
the tinie of his working miiracles had arrived. We inay Lucre-
fore conclude thiat as our Blessetd ledeenier bcstoiied lus lirat
g7race mid Nyronglit liis tirst iliracle itt the requeit of is9 holy
Mother, hoe would for ail coninig imie work mîiracies of grace
and iiercy for the salvation of tîmose for wiiî Mary's l)oiVrful
voice îvould bc raiseil in advocacy; amdi the relation of 1110tlur
and soli lias flot ceaseti to exist in heaven, wimre Jesuis is en-
tlmroned in the glory of ]lis Fatlier, and wlîere Mary reiguns above
tIche iavenly hierarchies; and, as Jesuis is still the Fithler of
niercies, and tho ciiarit3' andl colmassion of Mary for poor re-
pentant sinners is, if possible, inore inflmtiiictl andi fntensified,
Nve niay rest assured that Jesus iil nver refuse to Iisteil te
the voiceocf Iris blesd «Motiior wlîen sile pleads iii accents of
tenmder pity and comnpassion for tIc peer sinners whioni lie bas
rcdcmed iii His precious blood. For Lhe l3lessed Virgin ivili
neot cease to plead and1 intercetto for us witli lier divine Son now
that site is in the eternal heavons. Tue communtnion of Saints
is il great filet attested by the revealcd word of God amîd ecm-
bodied as an article of faith iii the Aposiles' Crecd. Tfic churcli
is a vast society enbracimg Lue Saints ia liecaven, the stmffering
soeuls i IPurnatory and its memuhoers whlo are stili dotained in
the fiosli. There is a bond of synmpatliy, of union and of clîarity
binimg ail timoso chîjîdrenl of the cliiroli iinto ene great family of
God ; death cannot .mejarate tlipir souls mîor raise up a barrier
Lîmat woluld divide tlîeiii, -' for Christ, Who fs our peaco, liimtli
hroleon down aIl Lime walis of partition wirili sin aiid death had
iiîterI)osed betîreen God's clîildren, and bath miade hotui one "-
thiat i.3, hath iinited thc Saints in hîavon muid bis lpeuple on
carth imîto hiis own bodly, îvbich iS Rui climrcli. And as in thc
huminai body ail tue nienibers are interdependeat, aîîd iiiister
te cach oflier's wants, and feel for ecd otlîer's sufforinga, and
contriblxte te the w~ell-being of tIe whlolo bod Y, se, fa thc churcli,
N.rlicll is the body of Christ, thc varions mucnbers timoreof (Io, by
the appeimitlnulit of Ged, aîmd accordimg te tlîcir position and the
iesure of thir capacity, iiiiiiister toecdi othcr's spiritual

nece(s, iiîterchiange kiîîdly ani niprcifful offices, and are bound
togetmer by thc bonds of active charity and fricndsliip, stronger
tlian death. Vie invoke the prayers and influence of tIc Saints;
thicy intercede for us witli God, and ire brfng relief te the seuls
in Purgatory by our prayers and otlier good îvorks. In this

April 2t, 1891.


