158

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

(Aeni, %, 1874,

- S L gy .-
CORRESPONDENCKE,
The IXditor docs nol hold hunsclf rcsyonsibice for
tadividual cxpresswons of vpptnten o conpmants
cationsaddresscd to tho VULUSTLERREV IR W,

MITRAILLE,

(LeTTE:R No. §.)

. T have justseon tho * Army List” for Feb-
ruary. Tho changes of nino mounths since
aro still unrecordod,

Who is * Friday”? Is ho a Canadian pub.
lic charactor? If so, is ho ono with whom,
upder that or any other namo, we ought to
be acquainted? Or is ho a now light sprung
upon us suddenly like tho glaro of adark
lantern? Oris he & myth, ovolved from the
“inner consciousness " of tho Toronto Muil?
Or is ¥ Friday” o nickname,of which wo have
bitherto rested in darkling igunorance, of
some light of the earth already known to us
by somo other cognomen? The Mail itself
is scarcely cxplicit on tho subject. llowover,
if any keen intellect can extract a solution
from its oracular utterances, hero they are,
oxtracted from a recént articlo, entitled tho
#PSlicy of Obstruction.”

-t Mr. Hardy having largoly (sic) withdrawn
from the thick of the fight, Mr. Fraser went
in, in true Old Bailey fashion, to establish the
correctness of Mr. Sinclair's ingentuous con-
fession, and so completely succeecled in the
sottled ministerial policy of obstruction as to
frustrate tho intention to report Friday to
the Houso the evidence which had so far
been taken upon the McKellar letter branch
of the investigation., There was no reason
whatever why the evidence should not have
been roported Friday,”

Deficient puncluation would appear sufli-
cient to account for the exceedingly involred
nature of this singular and puzzling state-
ment. Primi facie it would seem that
¢ Friday ** was s delinquent whom the Oppo-
sition desired *‘to report to tho Uouse,”
which intention was wickedly and corruptly
frustrated by thoe Ontario ministry, Ata
second glance, ¢ Friday’ seems to bea new
synonyme for the word evidence, This view
is & littlo strengthoned by the following pas-
sage, which also occurs in the articlo in
question “there being no meetirz of the
Committee Saturdsy,” according to which
¢ Saturday?®’ would appear to be tho desig
nation of somo particular Committec of the
Ontario House.

‘There follows, huwever, auulbier puassago
which only adds to our perplexity .—

«The understanding was that when the
Committeo mot Criday Mr. McKellar—time
having been given him to read the cvidence
would have been propared to muke a state
ment,”,

Here wo begin todoubt whether * I'riday
bo not Mr. McKellar's name; and as **Fri-
day ™ seems o be a very bad, or at least a
very troublesome, person; and as Mr. Mc.
Kellar is elsewhere charged with ¢ wicked
culpnbility,” there may bo somo ground for
this view, Thestatement that * before doiug

esses named by
himself should bo oxamined,’” seoms to cor-
roborato the idea that “Friday™ and M.
MoKellar aro ono and the samoe malefactcr.

A further passage scoms to confirm this
hypothesis, it is as follows .—

“ Mr. MoKellar's statomeont 1g cortamnly a
curiosity. Evory one who heard it made
must have beon forcibly romiuded of the
‘ Heathen Chinco * Mr. MeXellar was * child-
like and bland’ in the superlative degroo.
Ab Sin couldu't have held a candle to him
Friday.”

Sovaral wild ideas have suggested them.
golves to us in the courso of our lucubrations
on this curious puzzle. We wondered, for
a moment, whethor ¢ Friday? was to have
beon reported to tho House as an unlucky
day ?—whother the mystory has any con-
nection with our carly friend ¢ Robinson
Crusoo?’'—but we only becomo more be-
wilderad the more wo think over it. What
did tho Governor of North Carolina say to
the Govornor of South Carolina? Eh? Long
time between drinks? Let’s liquor then !

An 1mbecile and aimless young man here
suggests that the subject would bo com
pletely clucidated, if; in the passagesquoted.
the word “on’’ were inserted before tho word
“Friday.” He means to imply, wo suppose,
that tho whole affair only refers to the day
of the week! We have not written all this
speculation to put up tamely with so ridicu.
lously commonplace a solution. No, as Sir
Lucius O’Triggor says, ‘It is a very pretty
quarrel as it stands™! So we will imitate
the example of Mr. Hardy, and retire
“ largely,”” whatever that may mean, from
the thick of the fight.

Fraxo-Tireur,

v the Editor of the VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

Dear Sin,—Perhaps the extracts, I take
tho liberty to call your aitention to, may
serve to account for the wretched stato of,
andillustrate the imbecile,ignorant attempts
to rcorganize the British Army by civilian
administrators.

Mr, Cardwell said, in his explanatory
speech upon reorganization (1870), **1 speak
of tho man who does not now join tho Army,
but whom we wish to indvce to joinit: of the
young man svho is reluctant to spend all his
lifo away from his owan village : who may wish
to contract marriage, wkho* would yice a good
deal for the adeantaye of trawmng in the Army
Jor a fao ycars. Upon which Blackicood
rewrks .—* Wero these, couid these b, the
ideas of the stern rutbless men who carried
with a devoted faith, the name and glory of-
Lngland to the uttermost parts of the earth
—who planted ber standards on the green
mounds of Torres Vedras, and bore them in
triumph through the hiils of Spain—to the
tread of whose conquering footsteps the
streets of Paris, and the capitol of \Vashing
ton, tho palaces of Lucknow and the Bala

* The advantagesof military trainingtoa future
Tradesman, are about cquivalent to the induce-
uent hold out to him (4 per dicm), to unfit him
for, and throw him tehind Lis compeers, 1o by
particutar calling.

Hissar of Caubul, the ramparts of Pokin and
the rocky summits of Magadala have rung ?
Woro theso tho men who wont forth to
wild storm of Badajos, and when tho brouch
ran red with thoir goro, rather than give
back, sank on tho chained sword blades and
dicd? Woro theso tho men who, as the sun
went down stood few, wounded, and victoris
ous on Alburra's fatal hill? Were theso the
iron veterans of tho light division, who
rather than see their enemies escape, march:
ed through thelonely valloys of the Pyronces
till they frothed at the mouth and died?
Wore theso tho men who gave their souls to
God, that the Star of England should not
sink bepeath the hug of tho Russian bear on
the misty neck of Inkerman? And they are
tho men you would reject for the carful,
cautious, prudent, well behaved sons of the
middle classes—thinking of their marriage
.and their fortunes, and of the happiness of
their homes to come.”

But tho absurdity of this pieco legislation
confirms the accusation, that the Gladstono
Government was prompt at destruction, but
crented nothing but discontent, complexity,
and confusion,

I am, dear Sir,
*  Yours respectfully,
Sasreun,

To the Edilor of the VoLUNTEER REVIEW.

Drar Sir,—There appears to me to be
gome inconsistency in your editorial articles
abusing England {ur having civilians at the
head of her military organizativn—ivhile you
advocate the principle for Canada.

A friend at my olbosw says * what 15 sauce
for the goose should bo sauce for the gan-
der,”

CoONSISTENCY,
[The difference is simply that the English
War Minister virtually superceded the Com-
mander-in Chief—the Canadian did not med-
dle in any way.—Eb. Vor. Rev. ]

THE MILITIA SYSTEM,

(Fov she Lduor of ths Witness.)

Sir,~As I understand it is the intention
of the Ministry to introduce a new militia
law, and to make great changes in the sys-
tem, which has become perfectly rotten and
worthless through mismanagement, perhsps
the present would be & good opportunity to
mako somosuggestions to Government thro'
the medium of your columas. In doing so
T propose to divide the subiact Sute tme
hoads, namely, Military Schools, and Activoe
Militia,

MILITARY S {OOLS,

The infantry schools, i st promoted by the
Government of the late Sanlield MoDonald,
though a move in the right direction, have
never been thorough enough in their traine
ing, and since tho departure of the regular
troops, whose colonels generally acted as
commandants, and who furnished the in-
structing staff, have degenerated into a per-
fect farce.

T would suggest the following alterations:

1, That the cadets should live in barracks

during the time of training, which should be
at least three months for a sccond olass cer-




