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therefore, less liabilty to get mixed than | as herotofore, be carried out by skirimishers, [ long either to extond ar close. A company,
there wag heretoforo.” Still, we do not think but that the present method of skirmishing { on the contrary, might extend or close moat
that it would be advisable 1o adopt such a | be modified ; that tho battalions in réar rapidly. ‘Tako for examplo a company of
system, because, in the first place, the organ- | should then advance ns long as possible in | thirty files i whon touch is preserved, such
ization of our battalions and compnnies is | closo column, and, if necessary, by wings, | a company occupies twenty vards at ¢ open
unsuited to sucha system, and in the every advantnge been taken of sli cover | formation 3> with about two feet between
second, because tho old fault of density with- | that may be aflorded by the natural lay of | each file, tho same company would occupy
out solidity still remains; for even in this | the Jand, byt frem the moment of coming | about forty yards ; therofore, in extending
formalton, there would be, on an average, | under £ra thondvauce to be made in lino at | from tho centre, the flank fles would at
four men to the yard, without reckoning [ ope: ovder, either by alternate wings or by | most only have to take ground outwards
the other regiment in rear, and it would b alernate corapanies, accordihg to the n.. , about ter ora dozen yards; and to do this
in the highest degres difficult, at tho actual turc of the ground; each succeisive lino | would-not take long. ~ Now, by s0 extending,
moment of nttack, to change from thit to f advancing about a hundred paces at the run the alternato companies would fill the inter-
noy more solid formation, and then Iying down to regain breath, while | vals that would have been between

Now let us turn to England. During the | the line in rear Passes it in like manner; | them, had they advanced with touch
Autumn Manouvres savoral systems wero the moving lines to advancoe as rapidly as proserved ;  these two  lines would
given & trial, butin all the exme defects | posaible without firing, the line lying down | therefore 'have the appearanco of two
wero obsgervable, in all the general idea | to cover tho advance of the moving line by | successive lines of skirmishers, but with this
seemed to be the advance ofa line covered | a sustained und rapid fire. Ir this manner incalculable advantage over ordunary lines
by successive lines of skirimishers, which at | the whole line would gradually approach | of skirmishers, that by closing on their re-
tho moment of attack were reinforced by | the enemy, and that, we believe without { spectiva centres, each company can quickly
theline itselfextended inskirmishingorder; excessive loss ; on arriving in close proxi- | reassume a more solid formation, and that
the result was, the men of different compan {aonty, if the enemy had not already ‘given { by bringing up those companies for the time
ies hecameo hopelessly intermixed, and all way the wings or companies for the time being in rear, theinterva 8-wonld be filled,
control over them was lost by tho officers. being in rear should close with those in front aad line re formed. Whilo this mancouyre
If we are to adopt the ‘swarm,” for|so as to occupy their respective original | is taking place, the skirmishing companies
Heaven's snke let us have the Prussian or- positionsin line; thus the finalcharge would might gradually edge away towards their re-
ganizition; with them, even confusion reigns, | Lo delivered ina formation somewhat ap |spective flanks, and thus, while making way
but with us the “swarm™ means absolute proaching to that grand old order, the | for the battalion, might occupy.tho gaps be-
chaos, traditional British line, The battalions in | tween regiments.

A system slightly different from the rest second lino must keep paco with those in |  This system, we think. combines the ad-
wwas that proposed, if not employed, by Sir front, and be ready at the decisive moment vantages of rn advance madejn n manney
Charles Staveley, as suitable for g division of | to supporl them, for in these days of far | caleulated: to incur the least p ssible loss,
threo brigades each of 3 battalions ; by this ranging weapons 1L is more than ever neces' [and an attack delivered in an order suffi-
system two brigades were to ba in the flrst siry that an attack when made should be | ciently compzct to render such un attaclk
lino,whilo tho third was in reserve,in column successful; the losses that would be sufferod effective. It is probablo that the steady but
of doyble companies, cither in line atde- |in reliring are too frightful to contemplate, | rapid advance of thess thin successiye lines,
ploying intervals, or in echellon, The first Success is obligatory.” Such then is the sys- | the continual fire, the rapid transition from
ling, when formed for attack, was disposed | tem of attack that we would suggest as | loose, order to line. would Lave a far greater
as follows: ‘f'he iuner battalion of each being suitablo both to the existing conli- | moral effect upon an enemy than the usucl
brigade extended threo companies in skir- | tions of warfare and to the nations charac- | hip-hazard advanceqf cloudsof skirmishers;
mishing order so 2s to cover the whole front; [ ter. Now let us consider this system a littlo | and of tho actual physicil effcts' at closo
then another line of skirimishers, also of | in detay), We huve said that the bresent j quarters, we think little doubt can exist.
three companics, was thrown out, ang the | system of skirmishing should be moditied; | Il+ving explained the method of advance
L0 remaining companies wero formed as our reason for this assertion is, simply, that | for a batta ion, it only remains to sny that
Supports in rear; the centro battalions of | the method of skirmishing Iaid down in the | when attacking by brigades, tho skirmishers
each brigade then advanced ig line, while | drill-boolks is incompatible with order, for by | should at the last moment retire, or, rather,
the outer battalions, also jn line, wero refus- | j¢ We cannol remforco skirmishers without | take groand towards the flanks of their ro-
od, 80 25 to protect the flanks of the division. | hopelessly intermingling tho men ot different spective battalions, and one rank, that for
Thig system certainly had marked advaz- { companies. What we Propose in its place is [ the time being in ress, should form a sup-
tages, but atill is far from fulfilling the con- | this : that the front rank only of the flank { port; thus the intervals botweon battalions
ditions required. The advantages attending compenies of the battalion should ficst be { would be flled, and their flanks would in

it aro:— . extended, 5o asto cover il whole front, {some degree bo protected by thaso sup-
IR I'}mtnﬂank_bemg refused, front can each company covering its own wing; that | ports,
bo easily and rapidly changed. this line having advanced about ~ fifty Such a system has tho further merit, that

2. That lhg reserve oceupying, as it does yards, tho rear rank of the Ak coms
n central position, and potnt in tho hine can pantes should beg extended, and then double
bo speedily s?pported. through the front rank line of skirmishers, sant, that wo consider it disadvantageous

3. That skirmishers may be easily rein. | going aboat fifty paces to the front, then | for many teasons thata company should
forced, But, on the other hand, every fresh | lying down. and’ continuing tho firing. {ill | axceed forly f'e3, or that there should be
reinforcement of skirmishers would only | passed in Liko wmannor by the front rank; il tore than cight fighting ‘compantes in the
tend fo increasn tho confusion—at first the | at any mament it becamo hecessary-to fein battalion: this wonld 8ive a mmximum
corapanies, and then the battalions would force the lino in front, that in resr 760l 1 strangth of 640 bayonets; but for our part
bocome intermixed ; again, advancing such | simply double up, and Join it; and then, | we-should prefer seeing  battalions of six
A formation in tho face of A heavy fire would | instead of having  awo comipanies -mingled companies of forly files—that is, 450 in
be impouﬁxlc, 3 tho long lcxlnwieldylincs. u;gether. yol; would ﬂndlt!ze;' mon to b4 da {41
owing 10 their slow rate of a vance, wonld | almost exactly their origirin velitivo "posi- 4 o i .
suffer most terribly from the enomy-s fige, | tiony. t¥hen these lines of skirmishers hud ..§,°£Jﬁi,“’a‘.‘,’i’§u'ﬁéf§i{ii'ci’:? 32a°£$'§f§?,
. But if we presume to criticize every forma. ngrsuced 30mo two °r{1_"°°h‘.’"‘.iréa YUlds, 1 4o fensive i3 naturally deprecated by al,
tion that has been employed or suggested | tho battalions—themss ves the actanl sup. nritets, and condomed by all soldiers ; there.
by others, wo must ourselves not shrink _porl:)—mllght bo putin motion, !fadr'anc- fore wo_may assumeo that as a rule a defen.
from the onerous task of suppo-ting some mgbyba ovialo tompanies, the advance sive action simply consists in allowing tho
aystem in tho place of those o have con-  f1B1L be mado 1n what We propose to eall enemy toderelop his attack, and then, hav-
demued, and this task e approach with the | B Open formaion—that 33 lostead of pre |7

little or no change would be required in
organization; but'ws would remark en pas

s ing discovered his weak poin acling offen-
utmost reluctance, feeling, us wo do, our sf"';’g tho touch, e:l:tcnding S0 thit thoro sivgcly vwhen and whero :ul:o of;énsivogaction
own incompelenco to treat so important g ] 3t2uld bo:\g]mlerya °i; about a PAce Uo | would bo most likely 10 mest with hanpse
subject with tho vigour and venotmting :'"e"" “d" 8z "b(i’ would mast SEpTSRsSly tesults; but although this may bo the gen-
which aro s due; and knowing only too doen tho loss, an would ronder & rapid craliden of the defensive, suill therdimust
well tho long ana brilliant array of military | 2 7?3“‘ more casy. Such_ & formation always bo some parts of the lino whiok aro
writers, exponents of the Prussian system, ‘LQ“ not, however, bo ap{)hcable o any. actually attacked, and 1t is the marnner of
18is with feclings of the utmost doference | 11108 larger than s company, for the TO3300 | meoting these attacks which wo now progoso
10 the:r opinions thut we now ventura to | that a b‘““"”g oxtended would occupy discuss,

o IBesL asyatom in opposition to their views, “(’f much ground, dod 10 interfero witl; thb § Ty, miy bo argaed that thero is littlo nced
Bo aystem of attack that wa would, advo. | ® a1s0 or fire °rr§3‘m°.n" on either flank, fro o ing tho delensive tattics of ‘the
catels breifly this: That the attack should | A0d &ls0 becausa o Attalion would take tob gay, end this we adtiifit €0 be trosin
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