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popapmagtanthbb Sadiihd . -
of tho measuro proposed nced not oxceod
§0600,000 per annum for threo or four yonrs,
exclusivo of the military outlay, at tho end
of that period the Indian would know enough
to bo ablo to hold his own.

It is not nocessary to enter into any do-
tails of tho internnl regulations of the settle.
ments; outsido tho most stringent cnact
ments should prohibit tho salo or use of lig
uors to Indians, and the markets held for
agrioultural or other produco should bo
managed by tho while overacors of tho sot.
tlements,

Thero is also a necessity of having o garn.
son of Canadian troops at Thunder Bay, an.
other at Fort I'rancis, amd pnobably one at
some intermedinto point fur tho purpose of
repressing any movement of the United
Slates Indians. .

It is a8 woll to remark that the officers of
tho United States army largely avail them.
sclves of tho services of Indinus to Lkeep theiv
men from deserting—they are always enlist-
cd soldiers and uniformed as the others arve,
but are mounted on Indinn ponies.

‘The scheme proposed would bo fur cheap.
cr than ono month's hostilities, Wo must
giyo over tho idea that tho aboriginoisn
child who can be amused with glass beads
and begin to treat him as a reasonable man,
and a shrewd ono too.

1x another column will be found an articlo
cntitled “the Doom of the Iron clads,™
from tho New York Times, in which tho con-.
clusions arrived at long ago by tho Vorux-
ek Review with referenco to tho value of
tho heavily armoured vesselsof tho British
Navy is illustrated and enforced.

Qur readers will remember that the very
similo of the man-at-arms and the introdue.
tion of tho new projectilo was nsed to ijllus.
trato our beliel that armour would have to
beabandoned for s sweight alone if noother
practical or mechanical objection existed,
and our repson for all this was derived from
a practical knowledge of the requirements
of a sea-going man-of war.

As far as lorpedocs are concerncd the
Times ypreseribes their full value, they

can only bb used against slow ves
scls, defenceless and utterly unable to
provent aswift and light vessel from closing,
conditions not likely to exist at any time
where costly vedsels are concerned, if they
aro propetly equipped, but possible enough
it the vessels are armed with guns of the
pattern and value of thoso on board the
IHereules. !

‘The principal reasons why the esperiment
of heavily armored vessels will prove a fuil
ure, aro their great sike, rendering themn
utterly unmanageable in a seasway; the
Miaotaur and Bellerophon are cvidences of
this, and all the recent disasters aro duo to
tho same cause; the rapid deterioration of
the metal of which they aro Luill renders
renewal once in ten years a necessity, the
lifo of an oak built vessel beinyg fully fifly
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years and often ono hundrod ; the small
amount of work the, are capablo of doing
without an utter failuro of their coatly arm.
amants, tho impossibllity of using themn in
any in shoro operalion, their utter wanlof
atability, tho impossibilty of fighting them
in a seneway, and tho diftioully of finding
them suflicient wator to keep afloat in with-
in the cffectivo range of their guns,

In effeot they cannot Lo manconvred in
lino of battlo and nro thovoughly uscless na
cruisers,

Having deseribed all their short.comings
wo do nol think that Ureat Britain should at
onco got rid of the nuisance,they ave formid-
ablo and powerful looking objcots and
both qualities are often as valuable as cfficl
cney.

‘t'ho United States peoplo are in tho con
dition of tho travelled monkey who lo-t his
caudal appendago and wished all his friends
to denudo themselvesof thoso userful attach
ments in order to hido his own deformity,
tho mass of old scrap iron nt Loague Island
should teach othiers to bewaro of a similar
mistake. :

Not only has tho war vessol of thae futuro
to bo constructed, but the Naval Gun has
yot to bo desigued,the present costly failuro
is not even a step in tho right direction, and
it is ovident that no attempt has been
mado to fulfill any of the conditions of the
weapon required by tno exigencies of Nival
warfare.

Mechanical scienco has rendered it feasi
Lle to employ a gun of great weight and
strength, in fact concontrating the power of
a wholo broad »:1o in a singlo weapon ; now
the question arises whether under the
changed conditions of affairs such ponder-
ous engines are necessary, or even npplien
ble to modorn naval warfare

A veszel mounting only two of tho thirly.
five ton guns would be fur more heavily
armed than tho first-rate lino of buitle ships
with 120 guns fifty years ago, but ton of thoso
guns might bo disabled in action and the
offenzive powor of the vessel not affected
materially thereby, if one of the lavger guns
were disabled half her fighting power was
gone, and If s in tho caseof the Hotspur
she only mounted ono sho wonld be utterly
useless.

All this points to the necessity for mount.
ing a greater number of guns in the war
ship of tho future, and it also divects atlen.
tion to nnother peculinrity in modern artil-
lery ; the great danger to be encountored is
the chanco of the failuro of the weapon from
the energy of its charge—muzzle-loading
guns—as all the heavy guns are,appeat (o be
peculinrly liablo to this disadvantage; theren.
son is not far to seek, the shot is less ‘in
diameter than the Lore, cannot be centered
with it end leaves ths gun by a series of ro.
bounds.shattering the internal surfuce of the
bore, and finally destroyiog the michine

Ingenuity has hitheito failed to devise
remedy for this, whether with studded pro-
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Joctiles, grooved or barrod Lolly, it was all
tho same, tho shot wak linble to brealk up or
tho gun {o burst,

Tho only remedy appears o Lio something
in tho shapo of n support of easily expand.
{ing materinl attached {o tho shot nud resting
on the powder which would recoivo tho first
impaot of its energy, and bheforo the shot
had obtainod momentum ssould il all tho
grooves thereby proventing tho expansion
of tho gas in or about it.

Thero are many mechanical difficulties
not casily ovorcomo in applying this {6 Targo
muzzlo loading guns, nonoe at all to brdech- -
loaders, mauny sttbstunces has been propos.
ed for this purpose, but wo confess that we
sco ut present none so likely to fill ail the
conditions as n sabot of compressed saw-dust
as propared ane tried by o Mr. Miokay of
Liverpool.

The value of rifled arlillery as a naval
weapon is mora than doubitful, engagements

at sea will bo fought at comparatively closa
quariers, and & smushing rrojectila is the
weapon required, n smooth bore with asphe-
rical shot for short ranges and shell for loug
scoms to bo the best adapted to tho setvice,
but in order to preserve tho gun, it should
bo n breech loador, and the shot armed with
a sabot to fit tho boro accurately.

Strong well-constructed vessels of woorl
to sall or steam indifferently, buill in waler
tight compartments, are tho war vessels of
the future, and the armament Lrecch-load-
ing smooth hores.

Oun lively noighbours appear ta bo rous
ing themselves to swallow a slice of Mexico
in the yain and futile atlempt to appeaso
their insatiablo earth hunger.

It would Lo a blessing to the Mexican
peoplo and lo tho civilized world if tho
TUniled States would absorb or annex the
whole of that unhappy country, its lawless
and unruly population would give all the
Iawless ruflians in the Union cwmployment
for tho next twenty years, and if, liko thoe
Kilkenny cats, they mptually annihilated
oach other society would not regret tho
ovent. i

The Boston correspondent of thc St, Jobn
Globe appears to know the ropes and is ac
countablo for the following :

¢ A Congressional Committeo is now en-
engaged in ascertaining whether any out.
rages havo been perpetrated by Mexican
robbers and outlaws upon American eitizens
on this side of the RioGrande. This is a fur
more important work than it would seem to
be upon the surface. Infact, it is the first
step towards the annexation of the Rio
Grando country to tho United States and
the report of tho Committeo will bo among
tho documents accompanying tHe Presi.
dent’'s messago to tho- next Congress,
with the view of callipg the attention of that
body to placing our rolations wifh Mexico
on an entirely new basis, and putting an end
to the disorganized condition of affuirs on
tho border. The importance of this coup
d'etal to tho United States cannot be over-
estimated




