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LussoN XI.-JUNE îo.-EX. XIV., 19.29.

(Passage of thze Red Sea.)

GOLDEN TIEXT. -" By falit.11 they passedI tilrougi thU
Red Sea as by dry 1land."-iIcb. Xi : 29.

EXPLANATORY-TiiEi ISRABL.ITES URGEV TO Go.-In
our iast tesson tue lsraelites %vere busily prepariîîg for
their departure. The timelhadboon sot. Tlîc lour lîad
conie. Whîite they wvere stili ongaged iii celebrating
tlîcir first Passover feast, at midnight the Lord smoie
ail the first-born of Egypi, fron the first.born of
Pharaoii, îlîaz sat upon the throno to the first-botn of
the captive that wvas iii the dungeon ýEx. xii :\29). The
last aiid greatebt stroke lhad fallen. £'ho wliolc land of
Egypt wvas nowv in intense excitenient. There wvas a
great cry, for there wvas not a louse wiîore there wvas
not one dcad. There wvas no longer a refusai of Moses'
request. On the contrary, Pharaou couid not wvait tilt
morîîing before hoe sent to Moscs, and bade lîim bo gono
witu ail the people.

SoautF PAVaIErNT Foit Tupip LONG SERVicg.-The trans-
lation of two words in this account, Ilborrowed " and
Il lent" (Ex. xi: 2 ; xii : 35, 36), lias boon peculiariy
unfortunate, because it gives an entircly false impressionî,
and charges a dishiotest command on the part of God,
and a dishionest transaction on the part of the Israelites,
at the very timc of their niosi oxaited spiritual services.
The lsraeiîes did not Ilborrow " but, Ilasked for " (as
in R.V.), jeweis of silver and jewois of gold, and gar-
monts. And tic Egyptians did flot lend but gave, "llet
thenu îa~Ve " tlîem.

The Egyptians answerod these requests abundantly.
Thus the Israelites lîad sorte rcevard for their long ser-
vice, and wve understand lîow tlîey liad so mucli silver
and gold in the wilderness.

Tits RE\DEZVOUS.-The firstjourney of the Israelites
was fromn Ranieses to Succoth (xii : 37). These are not
towns but districts. Rameses wvas Ilthe land of
Ramoses," wvhich is spoken of as identical wvitii Goshen,
or ai least with the ..iestera portion of it. Prom ail
portions of this land the people assembled at Succoth,
as ticir place of rendezvous. Succoth ('la place of
tents," or boottîs) wvat a district (not a towvn) lying at
the eastcrn end of the XVady Tumilat, along the lino of
the lakes. It is ttifficuit to conceive the migration of a
-whole nation utîder such circarimstances. In illustration
of the event, a sudden retroat is recorded of a wviole
nomadic people-400,oo0 Tartars-under cover of a
single îîight, fromn tlîe confines of Russia mbt their
native deserts as late as tue close of tlîe last century.

TuiE Tîsun REQUIRED.-TICre is no reason to suppose
that ail the Israelites arrived at the place of tendezvous
in one day. Bishop Colenso says they did, and makes
that a difflculty in the wvay of believing the Bible. - But
the Bible doos not say so. In no-instance is it said in
the Bible that a day's journey took the Israelites from
one station to another, except in the crossing of the
Red Sea. Thîey reaclied the eiglîth station a month
after their departure (Ex, 16: 1), wvhich would give four
days to each station.

TiIEIR Nu.NUES.-Thiey were 6oo,ooo mon, besides
chîildrcîî, and a vnixed multitude (12: 37). This wvould
naturahiy impiy about 2,000,000 in ail. But Prof. WTillis
J. Beecher,of Auburn Thicological Seîininary in a lecture
flot lonîg ago suggested that the enumeration may have
been technical just as uvo count an army. A regiment
consists of î,ooo men, uvhile ofteuî in varicus ways flot
more than 400 Or 500 are prescrnt, and vat uve call it .1
regiment. 6oo,ooo mty be equivientto 6coregimonts,
,the thousands " containing but a few hlundreds, so

that ihere may not have been more thiin 300,000 mon or
a million un ail. The same reckoning is used in num-
bering the houses of Phîladoîphia and other cities.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.-In the deliveraîîce of
Israel from Egypt, and tlîeir journey to the promiscd
lanud, wve have a Para bit of our Redenipiion. The bond-

age of Egypt is thc bondagc of sin. Thonî coines the
cali of God, a rcvciation ol God ; the bittorness of s*in
and a desirc to escape. The crossing of tho Red Sea is
conversion ; thon followv niany trials, a long discipline,
brcad from heaven, wvater of life, the giving of the l:îwv,
tho guidance of tic Spirit, the crossing of the Jordan
into the land of Promise and Hope.

God oftcn tends 1-is people in strange ways, but they
are alwvays thc best wvays.

- God's peoplo find a path of safcty cic(î for thcni
througli the seas of trouble and danger. "

The Word and the providences of Godt have a îtvo-
flid aspect : a black and dark side towvard sin and
sinners; a bright and ploasant side toward those that
are Israclitcs indeed.

SUGGESTIONS TO TEàcigwRS.-This lesson is of great
importance, (i) as one of the most marvellous wvorks ot
God for 1-is people in ail their history ; (2) aS an event
about wvhich a great deal of discussion lias arisin, and
many attenipts to connect the Bible wvitlî the discoveries
on the Egyptian monuments; and (3) as an illustration
ot a great crisis and event in indivictunl lives.

Christian Endeavor.
Daily iReadingz.

First Day-By conscience-Job xv . uo-35.
Second Day-By misfortune-Deut. xxviii: 15-25,
Third Day-By loss of joy-Matt. xxii : 1- 14.
Fourth Day-3y Ioss of heaven-John y:- 24-2C).
Fifth Day-Punishment in sorrowv-2 Pet. iii :1-12.
Sixth Day-Prnishment in justice-Hos. xiv: r-9.
Sevenîh Day-Wiuv Abit HOW DoEs Gon) rUNISII SIN ?

Ps. i : x-6 ; Rom. v : 12-21.
PRAYER MEETING Topic, June îo.-"« Why and hov

does God punish sin ?" Ps. i: -. -6; Rom. v. 12-2 1. It
is a soien topic wve have to consider this wveck, but a
most important one. The tendency of the day is to
ignore t teachings in God's Word concerning sin and
its punislhment, because they are distasteful to tlio
human heart ; but theso are Stern, inconîrovertible lacis
to which it is wvell that wve give hieed. Sin exists and
God punishes the siffler; lie must needs do so because
sin ks a transgression of His perfect l:iw, and involves
rebeliion against His supreme auîiîority. The inhcirent
sense of justice in man demands that sin should ho pun-
ished, and bears testimony to the righiteousness of Goti
in doing so. But the justice of God is tornpered wvith
marvellous mercy, and Ho not only offers mani a free
pardon, but in this life gives him ceaseless opportuîiity
of accepting it. None can accuse God of harshncess in
punishing the sinner, for nothing less ihan the rejoction
of Christ ever sent a soul to Hell; and wvho will say that
the man wvho delhbcrateiy turns lus back on infinite love
doos flot deserve eternal punishiment?

BRIEIFLY Pur.-Sin is punislhed bydeath, Gcn. ii. 17;
Rom. Vi : 23. The withdrawval of God's SpSirit, Gon.
vi: 3. Being blotted out of God's book, Ex. xx.xii: 33;
Rev. xxii: 19. Pdany sorrowvs, Ps. xxxii: 10. Loss of
peace, Isa. lVii: 21. Blackness of darkness forever,
Jlude xiii. ________

Presbyterianism at the junior Rally.
Presbyterian Endeavorers are to be congratislated

on thoir showing ai the recont junior Raliy. Coliege
St. Presbyterian wvon the banner for the iargcst Society
hnaving ail its members prescrnt, and the Chutrch of tie
Covenant, also Presbyterian, a. society only formied last
December in one of the city's smallost clîuicles that
has already almosi doubled its original miembership,
came second. Cooke's clîurclî reported tlie largest
junior society in the Union having one lîundrcd mcmr-
bers. We think noxt time it wvould be wvell to hold the
meeting in the afternoon instead of the evening.

Last ;veek iii the art;ýle IlHowv to Reach the Young
Men," we wvere made to speak of Akron, Ont., instead
of Akron, Ohio.


