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"One effeot of a too highly organized Congrogationalismn is to croate a false
standard of denorninational loyalty. Thus, by turning 'mr froc and nobîle poF'v
into a congerios of precedenta and authoritative traditions, we niay soon corne tu
say-not to do this is coivardice, and to do this is treachery; to, bo liere
is to be right, to be there is to be wrong. WVe shail be lecotred by anony-

imous echocs ; we shial have tho organ-grinders under our front windows oery
dark nighit; we sal have rnuch barking, some biting, and occasional open war.
laI th2 denominational conscience kept by thrce or four men 1 (Cheers.) Whiere

!Às the contre of authority in froe Congregationalisin 1 lias Congregationalisun
%country re3idences in Mnnaichester, Birmingham and Plymnouth; and town resideuces
in Floot-street, Farrinigdon-stroet, or even on the airy lieig1its of Hoibor» Via-

~duct ? (Laugliter.) God forbid !Reînembering tho history of diqueisra,
oligarchy, and tyranny of every naine, I repeat, God forbid. Congregationalisni

*is in the keeping of ovory Congregationalast. (Cheers.) As long as 1 ain a Coli-
gregational ininister, I will dlaim the right of personal liberty ; and wlion 1 walnt
to surrender that liberty, 1 will change ny denontination. 'rhere are no heredi-
tary or prescriptive leaderships in Congregationalism ; we have leaderships, but

*they are natural, iiot mechanical ; they are the proper honours of superior
sagacity, spiritual insiglit, and comxnanding eloquence ; of other leaderships Coni-
gregationahisin knows nething. (Cheers.)

"Another effect of a too highly organizod Congregationalismi is to croate a kind
lof uniformity of thought and speech quite foreign to everything that is distinctive
of our principles aud history. Every organization is in danger of making vital

Idistinctions between Shibboleth and Sibboleth. Congregationalismn lias alwaysdeveloped personalîty ; it lias encouraged every mani to be hhn.seif. It hias pre-
ferred a strong individualism, te the very nice, cleani-lookiing, willow-patterui,
which makes eue plate so strikiugly like another. (Laughtern) I hope the day is
far distant when the advertisements of the Congregational Union eaui be shorteuied
into 'The usual speeches will be delivered by the usual speakers.' (!iJaaugliter.)
I have lately seenl, with great satisfaction, a tendeucy iii the other direction.

fEvery mani whe cornes to this platforni should have a fair heariug, evenl thougli lie
coules, in an crderly manner cf course, te oppose the counnittee, to criticise the

jsecretary, and even to dispute the infallibility cf the chairmnan himself." Dis-
cussion, hoe thinks, is " the froc air in mwhich Cengregationalismi deliglits te live.

Discuss, discuss, discusa,' 1z+ho watchword cf free institutions." (cheers.)
And fardier oni-" Ail I urge is that our organizatien should nover be se re-

istricted, se sensitive, as te ho unable or uuwilliug te avail itself cf the service of~.every henourable man aniongst us, how striking seever, and ove»l alinoat offensive,
nmay ho some cf his peculiarities. I would oven ask a Radical politician sonietimes

'te pray ; there could be ne luarin in it, if dene occasionally. I would sometimes
tomn the usual arrangements right round, and lot ne man take part in the service
and discussion whose incemie was abeve £150 a-yoar. It would do us goed, and
make soule cf us more intelligent and ardent Liberationista, if wvo could hlear Coui-
gregationalismi expounded by missienaries whe are scornied by the vic.ar, dainiied
by the squire, aud hialf-starved by the people, whose ewn poverty is extreme.
(Cheers.) 1 de net always want at our meetings to hear papers by Doctors cf
divinity and masters cf arts ; 1 do net ask te hear at every meeting speciniens cf

*the acutest reaseuing aud the highiest eloquence. Scmne cf ns have good mornei-
ries, and have heard a geod deal cf that beforo. (Langhiter.) I rejoice in the
glittering speech cf Mr. Dale, the valiant onergy cf Mr. Rogers, and the delight-
fully-ingenious measening by whichi the secretary persuades ixnsclf that hoe is
always right.--(lauigter)-biut uow aud again 1 wishi to hepr sucli facts as our
homo missienaries alone cau give us, and the pleadings ef mnen whose daily lifo is
a course cf opposition aud difliculty.

"Another effeot cf a toc highly organized Ceugregaticualism is to tur» the Cen-
gregatienal Union into a politico-rehigious debating club and board of directers.
*Whiat an anmazing arneunt cf so-called ' business 'cwe have te do ! 4Ve have te


