
CORRESPONDENCE. 7

Wuo deal with inca la the Court of
Conscience, and judge themi net by their
actions only, but by the principles
which guide their actions.

Thus we say t- the siaveholder : You
shal not be adniitted to church-fellow-
ship, because if you trample upon the
deare8t rights of your brother muan, yen
do not love the brother you have seen,
and how can you love hlm. whom you
have net seea ? And s0 we say to the
liquor dealer: You are pandering te
those passions and vices of men which
rnost impede the cause of Christ, aud
placing stumblig blocks lu the way over
which multitudes of your feilow-mn
fail and perish-we cannot receive you.

But we go far-ther. Viewed ln the
light of the higher law, the same ruie
applies te tlîe person -who tempts his
fellow iato, the snare of dr*nkin g. Lt is
the Obristian's duty te be on the Lord's
side against every forin of vice, but
especially against any social evil which at-
tains to, prominence. Bow mucli more
then against eue wbich fis the active
cause of nearly ail tlie crime of the day,
aud which is slaying ls victims daily býy
thousands, even aro;und our own deors ;
aud shall the Churcli be mute wvheu its
members put the wine cup te the lips of
our young men, saying with the serpent,
"Ye shail net surely die?1"

Shall we feilowship with those who
thus promote the unfruitful. %vorks of
darkness ; or shail our churches put
their bau on so active a forni of vice?

ShaU we go farther, and refuse te, fel-
lowship, with, those who personally lu
dulge in the usei of stimulants ?

Not just yet, for although it is the
logical and proper course te adopt, it
miglit lu the preseat toue, of society be
as casting our pearis before swine. But
we cau picture, the blank astonishinent
of our sons and graudsons as they look
back aad see how we played with tho
scorpion tiil it stung te death the
spiritual life of Many, aud originated
more cases of disciplînary rebuke than
ail other sources combined, snd we could
net see it or dared net recognize it. The
tizue wll corne when they wiIl arise sud
take vengeance ou ail these uvgodlly
custoxus.

But tkere are some things on which
we need not only te be right, but te ap-

pear right,. and in order to this we would
have the churches, one and aIl, speak
ont decidedly.

Tht. Lt is time that it should be kuew n
that a liquor seller cannot be received
into the fellowship, of any Congregational
elhurch in the land. Therefore, let
every church look its duty squarely in
the face, and if by oversigit, the evïl
exists, let them at once put away the
accursed thing from among them.

2nd. Another thing on whichi we can
act not only as churches, but as a de-
nomination joiutly. We can say to our
Borne Missionary Society, we will flot
aid youn te, suBtain any pastor or mis-
siona.ry who is not entirely divorced
from alcoholie beverages. Perhaps this
niay not be necessary, for there may net
be a single one who is unsound on this
question ; but let the Missiouary Society
brand the drinking usages as au evil
thing which they will not uow ur ever
tolerate.

Lt is saîd that xnany years ago, when
the Axuerican Missionary Association
was organized, the late ArLhur Taffen,
svith bis brother Louis, succeeded iu
placing among the rules of that associa-
tiou, that they would nob employ any
imissionaxy who was flot a total ab-
stainer fron intoxicaLing liquors, and
also froxu the use of tebacco, in ail its
forins; and they were right, for both are
ln alliance with the powers of darkness,
and it is right that we should say to our
messezigers to the weak churches, ive
wvill net employ aiiy who are not in per-
fect accord with the work we aim to
promote.

3rd. We cannot say to our churches
yen nmust not accept as pastors any who
are not ln harnony with the general
views of the deàoinination; they are free
and indepeudent; but we cau agitate and
let in the llg ht until the evil, if it exists,
wiil disappear.

Lastly, 1 ivould say, let there be a de-
partment in the churches, not for the
discussion'of Temperauce topics general-
ly, but of specific and denominational
action in regard thereto, 'wherein we
eau strike home te our own sins as nien
and churches, until the atinosphere shaîl
be cleansed of this social miasma, and
we can say of our position as a denomi-
nation te other denominations. Ohoose
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