
PROCEEDINGS 0F THE CANADIAN INSTI'rUTE.

rigidly adequate to it, and arrests the mutscles exactly iii the position
whichi one gives to them. Benedikt notes, conceî'ning this point,
that according to the researchies of Volinann the contractile capacity
of muscle augments or diminiisiies accordinig aus it is shiorteiied or
elong;ted hy tracttion.' Evidently, îve think, M. Jaccoud lias thrown
miueh liit on the patliology of the symptouis of cattalepsy ; but as
hie says, the causation of thie iînalaid% is yet obscure ;-or', lîow are
produced those opposed states of the cterebràl anîd spiinal centres. aiid
wvhy are the Svniptoiîus limiued to the IuIScleýs of* animial life?

Befèrriing agaIin to the caalptilonition a.ssociated withi the
ljypniotic state, we ask wlîat c1h;uîges takcz place in the systein, which
by the simple raising of an eyelid effeet thie chanige iinto wlhat M.
JaCCOu(1 says is,..oaa oi increaisei spoxîtahîeots and reflex tonicity 1

First, theu, ini hypniotis;n the first of Jaccoud's catatleptie postu-
lates is present, viz., the suispenision of cerebral operations and their
external manifestations. How lias it becii possible foi' liglit to pro'-
dice ati tiiese chiang(es? \Ve have already noted thie lîyper-excita-
bility of the muiiscular xîerves pre-sent ii hypnotismn, catising muiiscular
contractions wlieni subject to the slighitest irritation. \Ve have
further supposeci that lighit lias beeîî theè excitant or irr'itant iinduciing-
sleep withi cerebral force ini aboyance. Again -we must reinember
the mnuscular relaxation takig place %v'hen hypnotisni is inidiued.
bvideutfly thiie 0111 issumled(l ieIVe spaSInI IIa! lere passed off. But
oit otiezing the eve of the patienit the excitant is agaiti presexît ;vith

c~cwIoperatioîîs wholl1y in abeyalnce ; hience we may suppose that
the irritant affectin)g the optic lnerve uîot onlly r'wîews the spasnil
pre.(Vîously îp'eselit al Setting out from the sympathetie ]Ier"e CelIs
1'esîiiîug- in the mniedu lia ol gtthercluy nlot. 0uu1y maiîiî the

cerl>>.suialataxia more compllete, b)ut ais<o as ai C<>use<il1<'ie
leligthe Sp)inal coi'< peî'fectly separated fî*oîù cercl>îal ifuii

ainiI. 111ioreover, hav'îîvr an irritant ]n the fo>rui of lighit co;istaîtiy

pî'oducing at central influenice uponl it. "'e ha;Ve" it held ini a tt

aeeu catch' (lerllneil by 'MI. Jaccolud as innervation (le saii
Mit, gcnItlCeIIîî oui' already torn long- Imher' 111ut be I 'rouigh t to at

Jlose. These hypothescs an1d si-,.-esti<)ns are oî]v umde hY us ais
possile explaun'iis of a s->'îie's of u,1iîcîe'a luot h strani't aui
1j11î1ualI. It wvîll ilidet-du aflord us$ a cevaileisî' witeli advanceinn'

Žedical scue-ico will lhave rescuied mnall of these quclstionis Icoîn the
nist's stil Iuil eiuuu thu'm, and w1w'n the' puce M.ight of, dayV 'il I h


