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Marine

Creatures that can live equally well on
Underwriters *

ot to bo Jand or in water, boats that run over
swmpuiuions, land tracks, and marine soldiers, wn
are ready for service aboard or ashore, we all Lo
of. A linc it seemis must be drawn somewhere, ane
the New York State Superintendent of Insurance,
Ar. Louis F. Payn, has drawn it at marine umdes
writers, whose sphere he is determined to confine to
the water.  Whether he will confine crocadiles amd
other amphibious creatures to an aqueous  clement
1s not stated. A complaint has been filed with the
Insurance Department. Albany, by the President of
the American Express  Company, who alleges that
certain of the forcign marine Insurance corporations
transacting business in New York State are issuing
policies covering property, whilein transportation o
land he alleges that this form of insurance is ‘n
violation of the Insurance law, which limits the fur-
cign marine companics to insure against risks of car-
riage by water. President Fargo said that if the
fc reign marine corporations arc allowed to unrdertake
msurance of property in transportation on land it wili
waork great injustice to the express companics. whi-!
Lave organized an extensive service to safely transact
their business.  The express companies secem  ant
very particular about doing business outside their
proper function as carriers of merchandise. as they
not only insure property in transportation on fand.
bat they carry on a business in the issuance of money
drafts. which is decidedly not Express business, but
banking. The complaint then of the Express com-
panies that the insurance of property in transporta-
" on on land by marine underwriters will work greaz
injustice 1o Express companics scems inconsisteat
on their part. as, by themselves cffecting such insur-
ance. and by doing banking business, they are doing
injustice to other interests. Tn a legal sense, how-
cver, this complaint is well founded. “After a
ough investigation of the question. Supcrintendent
Pavn to-day advised the managers dn the Unit-i
States of the companies complained of that he wiil
refuse to issuc to their corporations renewal certi-
ficates of authority required by Scction 32 of the
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Insurance law for the coming yvear unless satisfac-
tory evidence is furnished hin that the companies have
ceased the kind of business complained of and have
cancelled all policies insuring such hazards.  Superin-
tadent 'avn has reguired also that there shall be
filed with the Insurance Departinent a resolution
adopted at the home offices that the companies could
hereaiter only insure in this State and in the United
Ntates against the hazards of marine insurance as
clearly set forth in the Insurance Law.” It is often
convenient awd cconomical for one policy to cover
woods in transit between two points, one part of the
trmsport being by land aud another by water., Ma-
rine underwriters will not he greatly distressed by be-
ing confined to water risks, bhut we doubt its being
for the general convenience of shippers,
——a-

’:";‘:"; Considerable light is thrown upon. the
$ ] - -
Yelaglc urgent way in which Canada was pressed

Sealing. to abandon pelagic sealing by the pass-
+ge of the law prohibiting this industry by American
sealers. \When Sir Wilirid Laurier and Sir Louis
Davies were in Washington  they were asked to take
this step instantly: their doing so was made a prim-
ary condition of the States” authoritics entering upon
a comsiderntion of recipracity,  The reason is clear
for such haste. The Act just passed which has re-
ceived the President’s signature prolibits the killing
of seals by A\merican citizens, except as they may be
taken on the Pribyloff Islands by the North Ameri-
can Caommercial Company. 1t alzo prohibits the
importation of seal <nkins into the Tnited States,
whether “raw. dressed, dved or manunfactured.” The
fable reads that a fox whose tail had been eut off ina
trap tricdd o induce other foxes o amputate their tails.
Canada declitied to hurt herseli as suggested.  The
new Act is practicaliy a mcasure designed to give
a monopaly of the se=al supply to an_Anierican“com-
pany which comtrels the herd %f .seals on the Pribyloff
Tslands.  Had Canada been \\‘eak cnough she wonld
Eave augmented the value of this morwpoly by stop-

viny the pelagic sealing c‘lrr%cu on by Canadians. .
The Act is regarded ir Great Br?!{in as a mere binff, or
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