
of that statement, and. iii order that 1 miglit more in-
telligently answver the question ii lte hast paragraphi,
I thouglit an introspection of ltat wonderfîil miass of
statistics inight g'tve nie soînclhing of interest to sa>'.

Is it a filct that fWn h;:stiranice conipanies are fond of
litigation anîd are nt ail aixions to reptiiate their lia-
bilities ? As a class 1 tlitlik I cati nîio!t eunphiaticaliy
auiver that it is not a fact. Ta soute nmen it is casier
to repudiate debts iliai to pa>' tixci; to soute mten
litigation is pleasant, and the atîttosphere of a iaw
court cougenial ; but thiat sucli a nuait lias becotîte tlie
representative of a great itîsurance corporation, and
bas practised 10 biis lieart's content luis particular foi'
bics, should nat briiug coîîdettintiouî tpoi thie instir-
ance conipanies as a bosiy, or upoi thei managers as a
ciass of muen.

'Ulat are te facts ? Duriiug 1S94 the lire illstralnce
conipanies returned 10 tlieir insuired a litIle ao'er five
millions of dollars. At the close of te year tere
were cases resistcd, and i suit 10 tue aint of $S6,-
454, represenliîîg a litIle mare tîan r !' per cent. of te
losses actualiy paidl. But even htere it nitist be rentent-
bcrcd titat lwo large and important cases, invoiviing
about tiwenty canîpaxtiies anid Itot less Itanl -$5,aoa iii
antount, are enibracled ini thie sunti preit'isly min.
tianced; and Mihen IIs. is cousidcrcd, I tliink- cecrybody
wtihi admit that in proportion t lle va.stness of Ille
business and o te iinîîiienlsity of lte liabilities, lte
autount iii dispute does not, bear otît te oft'repcede
accusatiOtisagaiîtst aur l'ire intiralice coinpanies.

It is of couîrse impossible for nie ta ascertain tlie nuniii-
her of dlaimls our fireiîuac c'oînp-ilies, bave Io inze
in lte course Of a1 3'ar, but I Stîppo)0se 1 arn1 well wiîiîîi
time mlarkz wviten I estitîtate lte ninber at. S,ooa £eparate
andi listillet casus. Nor is itl possibic for tue ta ascer-
tain lte ituniiber of suits taken in tlle course of a ye:îr.

iupoeif I *itinte ftfty suits, invoiving thirty l'ires,
1 -alu quite %vitliîiii range of ncctîracy, andi10 inake Ile
cotuiparisoit ofntilner of.suit-s ta iuuuib(!r of lires ; andi
will alny rensonable mtortal (lare 10 caîl otîr comipanies
liligiaus?

WlIîal arc Ilte wasof l'ire insurance cotupaîties ? Mr.
'raromlo Lawyer, is il itat Yotur expierietice ta pa
trthflliy tliat aur camnpainies il, Ilte m'ain' arc jtîsî and
libcril, ever desiraus of -setlil;g aI1 daims fairl' -i
pronmpýlly-llîay ilnave yau uût ratlie.r e\lperk:ticeti n
feverisli desire la be t;.Zr libera .1nti ai Il 100 hansly
disposition ta discitarge timeir hiabuities? 11ny 1al tiis
bc rcgardedt a-s a causce of tlle tîntuierous ires rallier
titan lte rcverse? It is, I fautcy, a iuiistakze oit lte part
of lte conipaîties to ruSh, licher sizelter it Ille pay'
nient of lasses, antd 1 fancy lte wa>'s of our conipaffies
niay lle satid la traîtsgress oi' titis sie rallier litant oit
lte ollier. Noiv, «Mr. Taorît Lmtiw'yr, -wlien llc\t Yoin
(icfctldj a Itiati-tccilscl or arson, bc jîîst. and letUl tv'auî
illIercst ini >our client Tin %~a vitht your hetîer jidg,
itîctit, antî iead yau o lte (Iciaraliati of a stitenlei
,%vliicl iii calumer momnt.;il yoXi catittot jtt5tifyv.
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1 %vouid like, if 1 had tinie and space, to refer to tlle
other side of thie case, Lec., to lle feelings of tic iîîsured
iii regard to, loss settictuents; thlere is luch of interest
to becsaid, and iu te next issue I shall probably deai
î%'itl the probletu of adjustients and adjusters, teiiing
the truth and sîatniing HIis Mal.jesty."

%Va doiiGtliold otirf.tly" oîîptisbe for lw.oresdtyocaotwL

TORONTO LETTER.

77,igi are nel wha :t'Au flic> rer, ,sr -ckaf thes' ao.lIo ta , juift~v
as regards ftt net profit of 7oropild ChSie Agestis.-A nzc Afattager
fer thSe . G. B. el. Co. siot naledy-e.-J. le. t leZeati, Sey. of t/e
7. h. :,'ill ca/I al~itj- 7he Rtfsian repli' ta syyitpatleici rro,,,a.

Dear Editor
Mhere is a reporteui shrinkagc iii the volume of insuraie îsremiuins

in7this city as regards Stock or Bloard Cornpanics, and whichiis, 1 tsclicvc
consequent on *(t) Diminislied stocks caruied by inerchants. (2) A te.
ductioîî o! nmotints; formirrly insurcd, partly front reasons 0f cconumny,

partly fron the trust, not Wspiatctl pcrllaps, niany halte in the eciSci.
cncy of the Firc Brigade, not oniitting the confidence begotten of long
iinuiunity front any se-riaus% flrcs. (3) 'Mie competition of the mnutuals,»
nowv cstablislîing theniselvcs in Toronto asa profitable fiiel for busi.
iîess an the Il cash plan "-11 tlicsc c.auces, witht perhaps some niinor
ones, have tvittîout doubit gravciy -iffectcd te incomc cf niany agtnts
%vliose oniy or duelf inconie is derived front Fire Insurance. I amn or
course ccnsidcriitg ibis matter wholly fron thc agents' standpoint,
luaviîîg hcard coniplaints front scvcral, sorte especiaily whose industry
arnd devotion for ycars to this business nicrit a fair rctumn for ilueir
labor. The inonthiy.accouints rcndcrcd to compaies may show indeca
a handsonic sum as a creilit fur comimission paitl Io any individuai
chie' 'aCcni as lus sliare of the revenue ; but afler ail legitimate sub.
commidssions are pitl out to city and special agents, loan comrpanies
anid su on,ý the net aiount for tic sui chie! agent il grcatly rrducced.
Still, thea limes being liard, ts'erc there no otiier grievancc, no coin.
plaint wutuld lic made; but as mattcrs are now, the nurnbcr ofipcrsons
claining, andi tio soinchow reccive, a sliarc «fcommiission on business;
tlîey have securcd tic contrai of, in ane tvay or anotlicr. is larger Iltan

erer b)crorc. Tue said bari ltimes have <irivcn rnanY to insurance for
îrnporary revenue purposes. 'Mie parties tlered, Io nrc in no
scn.ýc inmartice agents, thougli -4ylii.g tlicniselves sud,. Some two or
tlîrcc ycars au, the Toronto Bloard endeavoreti iy a jucîicious sysicot
of limitation andi liccnsing, iviti andi titlout fée, as proviileti, tu
checck this tcndencY tu iîroniscuous commission paying. The imini.
diate resuit was be.neficial, certainly, for tce iclea "'as bot sounul andi
piractical, tîut to'day wc finçI wvithout attempting tu say why, thAt it
is gcnerally amittel that tie situation is as bail, or pcrlsaps wor.,
tlian lx-forc th;e liccnsing %ystein was introdîîced I. It is for thc Toronto
Btoardi or Fire Uniderwîiters in aply> a rcrncdy if they have one, clle,
better admit dcfeat anti git'e ail a frce banti as regards comMhaýon
paying, not forgctting tic insureti li:nlclf, who aven nowt, it is Said, is

not infireqîintiy icmcmbcti.
1 uncr.ertaiil iliat the London Guarantec & Accidient Co. have not

yct altitointe4l a successor ta the late Toronto Manager, NIr. C. D.
1Riclarcîso.n.

Il is runioreti liat cre long SecrtarzY MIcl.CAT will get cOit bis wand
cf office, iil the silver gitt J. P'. on il, znti go round tu administer
"lThe Oatl. " i caci conilpunys tepresecntativc in Toronto, in connec.
lion witli a certain malter or allegetd irrcgulaîiîY andi brcach of rule.
MTiFt hacling tmp oaes aireadY given %Y'orsi, wilh a soietn affidavit,
buttressing time trulli as, 1 miglit say, is ratimer rexliark'able, but Uie
opler t0 do it tvhcn neessaty is in the Constitution anti Rules te stay.

Toronto, "I )uglmter or the Don" as a local poct ha$ it, is blessscsI
%vitlm -a -yrnpalliitic Tou il Cotincil, tender tu a failli (ask àKesbitt, Q..

asmilne.ts the atctlon cf ort %voîthy Mayor ar.ui Aldctmcn in iheir sole
ro!,e of cabling Across tu the lRussian Cort thc expression of Ibis City's

participation in tbc grief anti enrrow consequent on the tlcath of Czar


