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however, shows an increcase for 1892 over 1891 of over Il
one and a lialf per cent., aîîd over the il% erag, - ratio for
the six 3 ears (wliicî wfls 59 per cent.) ofi not quite v

'four and a hialf per cent., %vIîicli is an>) thiug but t
cîîcouiraging. The life business of the Canadiani coin- o
panies, aiso shiows a very gratifying iincrease. The iiew c
issues for 1892 iuicludilng the Great West of Winnipeg,1
a new Comipanîy) were about $28,245,000, againlst about1
$23,200,000 iu 1891-anil ncase Of llearlY $5,000,000o
during the year, înclucling perhiaps $2,Uvo,0oa donc
outside of Canada. Thuis is certainly an tcncutiraging
record for our conîpaniies. L1eIsc ere wc prilît tixe t
preliuxinary Insurance Departinent statenient of thc
life conianies, coverinig principal featuresý, tu figures
relating to iiewv business iii i St) , and insurance iu force
being substantially the salue as giveil by us iu our
issue for Febrnary ist. It will be seen thant the net
gain in insurance iii force lias been $13,2o8,562.

The Univerl TIEEis unnquestioilably a
Eeerfwàioob growilig sentiment ainonig the
of litisuraua'e. people of boli lte Old World and

the New iu favor of Stnte-aided and State-conitroI1ed
insurance. Gerînauy lias iii operatioxi its goverument
scheme; Great Britain lias its now rusty lire- insurance
systemn, and is contsantly engaged. iu suggestions and
discussion-, regarding soute feasibie plant of old.age
insurance ; tie Domnion Parliinient lias hefore it axid
xviii likeély pass a civil service insurance nicasure ; the
Quebec Legislature is playing lu a siinîjiar raie; and ait
the present writing four of the States of tic American
Union haive before tlîeir legisiative Ladies bis for
turning the State goveniments practicaily iluta insur-
ance corporations. 'Massachîusetts proposes to deal iii
annuities; Ohtio is to assume t'le adjustilient, titrougli
couîîty boards, of ail lire losses; Minniesota propDses
to raise a funid by general taxation for tise payuîcît of
losses, of course involviîig inisuranice by the State;
wliile Wisconsin lias a sinîilar scienie before ils legis.
lattîre. And tiiere are yet forty States to liee'r fi oui.
It is unlikely tlîat atiy of tlîe sciines proposed xiii
ever get furtiier thaît the cawiniîîee rooni, buit the
persistent effort, g>raxvilig ecad year, for the promotion
of sixnilar State-coutrolled sclieiîes is sigitificanit.
Amng other tli;iugs il is sigitificant of the universal
-recognîition of ilîsuranice iii ils varions forns as an
inîdispensable factor inii modernsociety.

vire Departmti' 'ruE efficieney of lire de-
and 1mirw<:vrit partnietîts is omie of the pre-

servim.sent questions of Vital inîpor-

tance -ililke ta tie public anîd te fire insurance compa-
niesc. Great inîpravemnts have ulîqueslionably beei
miade during tlit past few Years in fire-ex-ilnglisiing
apparatls of ail kinds, ini %ater supply, and in the
organization and discipline af tic fire-figlîiuîg forces-,.
Axîd yet, tie proportion of fime ioss to Propcrty va-lue
in the aggregatc secns to lie on tlîeincrease, especially
in the United States. Improvemerîts have been mnade
in building construction, and the agitation for further
improvemrent is a hîealthy sign ; but with beller fire
departients and better buildings, increasing hazards

ave also grovn apaee, sucix as tali buildings, eviettrî
*ppliances and obstructive barricades of pales and
vires on1 the principal streets. 111 View of ail tiiesee
hings, te bugged-ion discussed nt the annual meetinig
if chief lire enigincers af tie Unitedi States, lit the
~aptaiîî of every fire Comnpany siîouid liave disfflayed at
ieadquarters coniplete plans of every large bulildiini
lis district, to be carefully studîed by the mien, is a
'aluable and tîniely anc. Every freîiait can knowv and
nîglit ta know perfectly the details of construction,
:xternal and internai, of every large building iii order
0o act proîîîptly and cfficiently iii case of fire. If te
fireuxet, or even tlîe captains of zoîîîpaîîies, liad beemi
rar1xuiar %vitlî the itîternal arrangenits of tle bnild.
111gs burmued out last %xveelk ini Ibis City, far difféenext
resuits miglit have beeti recorded.

A Çem« Txum presiding genius of a loca
paper iii ain Ioiva tawn is credited

~4~*II8ICC. itlî saying of a townsnîan,

wliose advenlîscmeiît as agenît of ane of the oldest an~d
best lufe conîpanies appeared iii lus colununs, tat
'lBrownî seils lufe iusurauce wiîiclî is as certain as
deati." Trhat terse sentence eibodies the pitil of lte
niost eiaborat.- treat;se, actuarial or otlier-wise, ever
wvritten on level prenîlun lue insurance. In Great
flritziin tliere exist more than a score of life imsurance
conîpaîies, founded o11 the ciearest matlîematicai yeri-
tics, ail of -whiclî have paid lasses to the survivons
througliaut two and sonue of tiîem througiiout fouir
generations, and to.day are strouger tham ever. Ont
this sidc the Atlantic one conîpany lias celebrated ils
senul-centenniai, aud aCter payig; during ils hiistorv
tlîrce iîundred atid forty-sî,c millionts af dollars ho palicv-
ioiders lias on liand assels for tue paynît of future
clainis aîîîounting ta a lîundred and seventy-five mil-
lions more, and is stronger xvith iîicreasing age. More
tiaxi twcîîty otiier companies are [rom twenty-fivc ta
forty-fivc years old, evMr one ai wvliicli lias paid iiui-
lions for death daims, and is stranger tItan ever. M1ime
payilients of ail hiiese have been and will be '«as cer-
tain as deathx," because ail thei transactions are based
upoiî the inimutable laws gaverning hunian mnorlality
amîd the uîtvarying nîatiemnatics of comnpounîd inîerest.
If thiese coîîipanics sell insuraiice wliich is as certain as
dealli, the assessinent concerus înay be &-aid to sell
insurance wii is as uneertain as life.

Mino rrvalon<'o Wnx are iii receipt of a letter from
of the mailagcr ini the Maritime

Agcii4;teetInor. Provinces of one of aur best 111e

companies, heartily coninending our course iii denoui:c-
inig the grawving ruractice of agent-stcaliîîg, and furnish-
iing us -%ith particulars oi ait attenipt recently nmade by
thec mianager of a large Axneric--u conxpany ta secluce
to its service a general, agent of the con'ipnuiiy fitst above
referred to. Tuhe manager of the Comipany says, limat
in au iihcrview wilh the would-be sedutctive niaîiagcr,
thaI gentîleman "freely adnîittedl bis intetion .0
indulge ini thle practice of agent-steahing to aîîy extent
lie chose, and ta put noa cumb upon hîixîself or amiy of


