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LETTERS FROM BERMUDA,

Lerren 1L

Hasuinros, December, 18—,

Dear H.—8ince my Iast lotter we
have made several oxpeditions through
Hamilton and vicinity~1 should say
oxcursions, as expeditions, strictly
speaking, usually refer to war.hike
enterprises, ours being quite pacific
and wade with feelings of the utmost
good-will to all. The only antagoniats
we over meet are wind and weather.
They frequently make a fiarco attuck
on unwacy travellers. Banding them
selves together, tho wmd and ram
aweop everything before them ; then
conflict ensues, scemingly o struggle
for mastery, and, a3 old Boreas for un
instant stops to rest, the floud-gates
of Heaven are opened and a delugo 18
poured down.

In vain the unlucky pedestrian who
is *caught out" oudeavors to shield
himself with lns umbrella. The wind
turna it mside out and tears it from its
lawful owner. Theonly prudent course
ina **squall,”as they call it, 18 to hasten
to the nearest sghelter, whatever that
muy be, or in less time than 1t takes
to tell it the * unfortunate” will be
drenched ns completely as if ho had
been blown into-the bay and just
crawled out.

Uno of these squalls oecurs about
overy few weoks; and on the first
sign of a storm, 1f we were on Front
street, the shopkeepors invariably offer-
ed us seats, and politely invited us to
remain unti! the rain ceased. ** Cela va
sans dire.””  As we were captives that
was merely a ** jacon de parter.”” The
hittle tornedo, though fierce, 18 of short
duration ; and in about twenty or
thirty mmnutes Nature, like a wilful
child, smules through her tears and
soon looks as lovely and servne as
usual. Eacuse this nunsense. I coula
have made it much more concise by
quotmg the words of Holy Seripture:
*« There appeared a cloud like a man’s
footprint ; the Heavens darkened and
there were clouds and wind and a great
fall of rain.” (L. Kings, xwi.) Tlus
verse describes fairly a squall 1n Ber-
muda.

Wethought it better to visit the pub-
lic buildings of Hamnlton and places
in the vicinity before going out of
town to explore the other places of
interest in the Bermudas,

I will now tell you a little of the
geology of thege islands. The usual
building stone ie goft, and it can be
sawn into blocks as wood is sawa. It
resembles the whiie stone of France,
but i3 not as durable as the latter.
The formation of these istands for the
most part is derived from broken-
up shells, corals and nullipores, ete,
presenting every state from the most
friable material to tho compact lime-
stone.

The Royal Engineers' quarries con-
tain, however. excellent, hard, durable
stono suitable for foundations, walks,
ete.

I should think that an earthquake
was the cause of the present state of
these islands—perhaps the earthquake
of 1801. Fromn soundings taken re-
cently around Bermuda it is proved to
be a peak rising abruptly from the
abysmal depth of 1,820 fathoms, while
at & distance of eighty miles its base
rests upon the ocean floor at the great
depth of 3,875 fathoms ; so that ifthe
formation stood above water 1t would
appear as a mountain over 23,000 feet
in heigth.

It has been proved, in fact, that
Bermuda was at one time, if not a
mouutain, yet clevated greatly above
the surface of the water.

Lxperiments made in 1870 by sub
marine blastinga show that at a depth
of 42 fect zaves full of stalactites and
congealed water resembling cornelian
wero discovered, and also layers of red
earth two feet thick, similar to that
forming the zommon soil of tho iglgnds,

and mixed with tho remains of cedar
trees.

It has also beon proved that Ber-
mudn was formerly 24 miles by 12,
oxtending to tho reefs; though now,
with islandsand rooiy islets (altogother
800 msy bo counted), the whole lies
i a space of 28 mles by 8, and so
slightly raised nbove the ocean surfaco
tho highest potut of land only reaches
250 feot above tho lovel of the wator,

Tho white stono of Bermuda will
not hold water, being porous; and the
inhabitants, by using bricks and
cement, make excellent cisterns and
provide oxtensive ** water-sheds,” as
they aro ealled, to catch rain.icater.

- Tlu‘: li‘llOll(ll consign thoir treacures to tho
tields,

And, softly shaking on the dimpled pool

l’rccl‘uuvo drops, let nll their moisture
flow

I large offusion o'er the freshened world.”

The water sheds aro constructed for
the purpose of catching rain-water.
I supposo es a water-ehed is tho high-
est ground in a country from which
rivera or strouwn:s descend, the name 18
suitable to thoe artificinl ones formed in
Bormuda. The inhabilants of these
islands arc obhged absolutely to de-
pend on the rain as a buverage, and for
everything in which fresh wator is
1ccessary,

“When the blackemng clouds in sprink-
ling showers
Distil {rom the high sumnnts down, tho

rain
Runs trickling; with the fertile moisture

clicered, ]
The orcharde smilo ; joyous the gardeners

feo
Their thriving planta. and bless the heav-
enly dew,”

There are no natural wells or lakes
in Bermuda. Being thus circum-
stanced the people have everywhere
made large tanks to contain rain-
water, which is clear as crystal and
most delicious to drink. The roofs of
all houses, water sheds, &c., aro kept
constantly coated with lime. Tho
tanks and cisterns are prepared to
preserve water pure and fresh for two
or three months in case a droughe
should occur. A drought is, happily,
rare in Bermuda ; but if that cootin.
geney be not provided for, it would be
a serious mutter for the Bermudiane.
They could sing dolefully with the
“Ancient Meriner" :

 Water, water, everywhere,
Aud all the boards did shrink ;
Water, water overywhere,
And not a drop to drink.”

That might bo the very inconve-
nient situation of the inhabitants—an
awkward predicament for the Temper-
ance people. Tle Tectotallers would
have to drink ale or wine, unless they
had a stock of Temperanco drinks
ready for use. They must ** Use a
little wine for their oftea infirmities ;"
or they might say with the poet :

« Drink to me only with thine oyes,

And I'll pledge thoe with mino;

Or leave a kiss but in the cup,

And I'll not look for wine,”

That is & temperance pledge
surely.

Tho following lines express Ber-
mudian sentiments concerning rain:
“ When the clouds have poured their rain,

Sweeter smell the flowers ;

Brightest shino Heaven’s starry train
In Earth’s sunless hours.”

How boautiful is the rain?
After the dust and heat,

In thoe broad and fiery stroet,

In the close and narrow lane
How beautiful is the rain !

To the dry grass and drier grain
How welcome is tho rain!

Most of the menial labor ia per-
formed by the colored people, the ma.
jority of whom are mulattoes of every
shade, from cbony and walnut fo
cream color. They are a simple-
minded, civil people, usually neatly
dressed, and smiling.

They laugh and sing and dsnco away the

time. .
Gay as tho birds and happy as thair clime.”

The drives about Hamilton ere
very pleasant. You bowl along those
whitg stone roads, which are smooth

and freo from dust, over a constant
succeasion of hill and dale, always un-
dulating and always winding. Scon-
cry new and benutiful greots you at
evory turn, You pass through long
avenues of oleander trees thickly in-
terlaced, boing planted olose togethor
to shicld gardens and orchards from
the high winds,

Here and thoro aro lovely gardens
fitled with tropical plants and tlowers,
aud inaide stand the handsome white
mansiongs of tho owners, surrounded
by green verandahs. Tho Iatier aro
a necessify in this semi-tropical
climato.

Occasionally a brilliant blue green
color flashes lilke n jewel a3 the rond
turng towards cither sido, and we got
a glimpso of the ocean. It is stated
that, with tho excoption of the waters
of tho Moediterrnnoan Sea, none can
compare with those around Bermuda
for color and transparenoy. One may
seo below the surfaco of tho water
twenty-feeton a calm day. The rocks
with their growth of coral are plainly
visible, and scem to those in tho boats
to be quite near the surface.

“Along tho margin many a shining dome
Whito us tho palaco of n Lapland gnome
Brightened tho wave,”

I will conclude with an cohio of

Cary's wish :

** Hore could I wish, so fato allowed,
No longer toiling through the crowd,
Mine ago this culm content to tasto,
With ocean breath miune own to waste,”

Adieu. Pracibia,
- O o—

Mr. Glad<tone’s Modesty.

Mr. Gladstons has written s roply to
the address presented to him by the
Liberal Fedoration on the occasion of
his retirement from office. Ho excuses
bimself for his delsy in answering on
the ground of the weakness of bis eye-
sight. In referring to tho summary
of the achievements of his political
lifutime contained in tho address, Mr.
Gladstone says:

* \While the pictureis just as regards
the action of the nation and the Liberal
party, only & very small and insignifi-
cant fraction of the accomplished results
can be asoribed seriously to mysolf.
Cancurrence to the best of my limited
abihity is all that I can claitn, Subject
to this observation I conceive that the
facts of my parliamentary history are
such as will obtain conspicuous notice
on the pago of history.

* Tt is not for me to enter upon the
deeply interesting prospects of the
fature, but I will express my earnest
hope that the future will be marked by
thn same practical tone, the same union
of firmuness and moderation, tha same
regard for individual freedom, the same
desire te harmonize the old ago and the
new, and the ssme sound principles and
policy of administration which have
given the work of the past year so much
promise of stability.”

According to the Lewiston Journal,
a Maino lumber man says that the wild
lands of Maine would make thirteen
Statea as large as Rhode Ialsnd, two
as largo as New Hawpshire and Ver-
mont, and one twice as large as
Massachusetts.

* ReMARKABLE CURE oF Dnopsy AND
Dvsrrrsia,"—Mr. Samuel T. Casey, Belle-
ville, writes :—** In the spriog of 1884 I be-
gsa to bo troubled with dyspepsia, which
graiually became more and more distrossing.
I used various domestic remedies, apd
applied to my family physician, bat receiv-
cs no benefit. By this time my trouble
assumed the form of dropsy. 1 was unable
to use any food whatever cxoopt boiled
milk and bread ; my limbs were awollen to
twioo their natural size; all hopes of my
recovery were given up, and I quito oxpected
death within a fow wecks. Northrop &
Lyman's VxGxTaBLE Discoviry having
been recommended to me, I tried a bottle
with but little bope of rolief: and now,
after using eight botties, my Dyspepsia and
Dropsy are cured,  Although now soventy-
nine yeara of age 1 can enjoy my meals as
well as ever, and my general health ia good.
I am well-known in this section of Canada,
haviog lived here fiftysseven years; and
you have liberty to use my name ia recom-
mendation of your VEGETABLE DISCOVERY,
which has dono such wondersin my caso.”

GOLDEN
TIME 2

A RECORD
of twenty-five years of cures is made
by Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Dis-
covery. In all blood disorders, this
remedy has numbered its oures by
the thousands. Years of uninter
rupted success long ago led the pro-
pnetors to scll this remedy as no
other blood - purifier can be sold,
Thoy have so much cunfidence in
the “Discovery” that they guaran.
tee it in all discasces that ‘come from
a torpid liver or impure blood. As
s blood-cleanser, flesh-builder, and
strength-restorer, nothing like the
«“Discovery ” is known to medical
soicnce. Dyspepsia, Indigestion, Bil
iousncss, and the most stubborn
Skin, Scn]p, or Scrofulous Affections,
quickly yield to i purifying aud
cleansing propertics,

If it dacsn’t benefit or cure, you
have your moacy back.

For every case of Catarrh which
they cannot cure, the proprictors of
Dr. Sage's Catarrh Remedy agree
to pay 8500 in cash. You're cured
by its mild, soothing, cleansing, and
bealing properties, or you're paid.

NIAGARA RIVER LINE

Strs. Chicora, Cibola aud Chippewa.
6 TRIPS DAILY (excebt Sundays).

Coinmencing FRIDAY, June 20th, boats
will leave Yonge Street \Wharf, cast side, at
7a.m, 9a.m, 1lam, 2 pm, 3.30 p.m.
and 4.45 p.m., for

Niagara Queenston & Lewiston,

connecting with N. Y. C. & H. R. R, M. C.
R., and N. F. P, & R. Ry., for Falls,
JOHN FOY, Manager.

St. Jerome's College

Berlin, Ont.
Cowmplete Claxsica), Philosiphical and Come-
mercial coursea, and S8horthand and Type-
writing. For further particulars address,
Terms Including all necossary expenses, 6x-
cept for books $141 ger anng v
P

Rxv. Tsxo. Seerz, C R., D.D,,
Prasilon
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF

CARPENTER WORK

Exccutod promptly by

JOHN HANRAHAN,

No. 256 MAITLAND STREET,

TORONTO.
$" EsTivates FuRrsisuzn,
Tolephiono 8593.

A.T. HERNON,
BUTGHER ixo PURVEYR

FINEST QUALITY OF MEATS.

Buffalo, ete., eto.

BEEF, MUTTON, PORE, VEAL, LAMB
— AND —
PouLtiy AND VRGETABLES IN SZisON.
256 CHURCH STRERET.

Tolophono 2181,
a Day Sure,

$3 fond meyour address and 1 will

sliow you how 1o make §3 a day, aleclute
Iy sure; | furnbh the werk and tesch
you free; ‘:- work 1 the lacality where

04 e yosr address and I

explaln the tusiness fully: remoms
ber, 1 gusrantes & cloas profd of e
overy day's work; abeolntely ewre; 1}
fall to writy to-day.

Address A. W. KNOWLES. Windsor, Ontarle-




