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Register of the Week.

‘I'he event of the week was the
¥ Banquet given by the Toronto Board
of I'rade in the Pavilion:last Thursday
Inight. It was remarkable for the dis-
2, tinguished guests who had assembled
and the eloquent speeches which were
made ; but it had a special significance
¢ in the fact that it was the last appear-
ance of his Excellency the Governor-
General before a T'oronto audience,
and the first appearance of our new
Premicr, Sir John Thompson. Both
the valedictory of the former and the
inaugural of the latter were graceful,
statesmanlike, and worthy of the
occasion which they honored by their
very presence.

The Governor, after administering a
delicate but well merited reprimand to
the Toronto .Va?/, proceeded to recall
the changes which time had made
since the first ‘similar occasion upon
which he had met them; and how
that ¢“he had Sir John Thompson—
Sir John the Third—sitting as the
successor of those prime ministers who
hgve gone before-and I hope the
forerunner of a noble and worthy
succession.” His Excellency quoted
figures from the tables of imports and
exports, ship tonnage, bank circulation,
lifz insurarce, to show the progress
of the country. By a well selected
timile he touched upon the comparison
Uetween ourselves and our neighbors ;
but, added he: < Indiscussing various
questions allow me to decline alto-
gether to discuss seriously even for one
moment an essentia! change of consti-
tution, a geod deal discussed in the
United States, I hones:ly believe under
imperfect informatior;, and still more
ventilated from trne to time in a
manner which I am convinced 2a
majonty of you will agree with me
gives it undue prominence on this
side.” He then reviewed some of the
institutions of the country, our judicial
system, his own position as Governor-
General, our connection with the
mother  country ; and taking all in
all he thought that our present con-
nection was happier fof all concerned.
A note of regret fell upon his iixcel.
leiey’s utterances when he announced
that it was most likely the last time he
would have the pleasure of meeting
them—that the tenure of his office was
fast drawing toa close.  We also regret
it, and every Catholic in the land will
join with us—for we have deejs reason
to remember Lord Stanley’s governor.
generalship with admiration and grau-
tude. And as we look back upon his
Stay amongst us we feel the truth and
force of his words, when he said : «]
have never harbored onesingle thought
inconsistent with honest, loyal and
complete devotion to Canada and to
her service.” We join fost heartily
with -him in the hope .expressed when

he louks forward  to the coning of o
not distant period in the growth -the
healthy growth—of public  opunon,
which from the highest to the lowest
will be Canada first and party after.

When Sir John Thompson rose he
received an ovation, o welcome which
did honor to those who gave .  We
Juote from his speech, omitung that
portion which touched upon trade
questions :

T am conscious, gentlemnen, that there are
probloms of state before ns which maght
tax the energy and the wisdom of tho ablest
man whom Providence ever gave to this
country, but they are probloms nut fur us

alono. ‘They aro problems which affect
the future and the welfare of this whole

country, snd therefore thoy claim not the |

attontion of tho Cabinot aloue but of every
man who Joves s country and wishes to
help its progress in the future. It would
bo idle for me when so many conjectures
have been put forward aud so many
suggestionsas to what I should speak about,
it I should fail, even at the risk of taxing
your patience for a while, to refor to_those
questions vor{ brielly, ns I shall endeavor
to do. One of them, tho most serious per-
haps from sume points of wiew, serivus
because it tourhes the religious fealings of
the peoplo of Canadn from one end of it to
the other, and becauso it is saild to affect
the rights and the liberties of one of the
smallest, but not the least important of our
rovinces, Questions liko this, which come
iomo to the convictions of our people, and
the moral and religious views of our people
are dangerous questions in the state, and it
is for that reason that 1 say they are not to
be approached in a partisau or political
spirit. Thoy are not to be deslt with as
questions devolving upon the responsibility
of ono party alone, because the welfare of
the state involved when such questions
arise which divide oar people, is & nisfar.
tune, not for one party or for one genera-
tion, but a problem to be met and dealt
with 1n tho widest spirit of patriotiam In
touching upon that question let mo say to
vou that deeply as the feelings of the people
of this ¢ 'untry have been upon the subject
[ sec only two safe vuides to safe result.
One of them is for tha people themselves to
regard that (txeestion. and overy other
which comes before us, in the spirit of
toleration and concession where the conces.
sion does not meet with a sacrifice of prin-
ciple, and with the Government the guido
shall be, as far as X am able to judgo, the
constitutional law of this country, by which
wo propose to be guided and vwhich we pro.
poso to obey from the beginning to the end
of the discussion. I had an opportunity
some weeks ago of speaking in this fono
with referonce to this question and was
sadly misinterpreted afterwards or misun.
derstood by one journal, which stated that
in pleading for toleration, in pleading for
moderation and in pleading for the respect
which men cften have for the difference of
opinion which their brethren entertain and
the differences of belief and tho races
which exist in this country I was told I
was putting in o plea for toleration for
myself and uttering an implied reproach
agningt those who disapproved of my
choice to be First Minister of thi« country.
Lot mie say to every one of you gentlemen
that I have no plea for toleration to make
for mysclf, Iwant no sympathy through
toleration in that regard., I'am not occu-
pying tho responsible position which it is
my honor to hold to.night through any
cffort of myown or any struggle of mine
for politicol distinction. I occupy that
position simply becauso those who were
3un.hﬁcd to decide, and who were baund to
ecide, thought that T conld serve the stato
occupying that rosit'pn. I am ncthing
more thau a public servant and if 1 gshould
succeed in serving thostato well I shall have
achioved tho only ambition which I have
in public life. If'T should fail to scrve tho
state well or to serve it accoptably to her
people I know canough of the position X
occupy that X must give placo to another
man, and I réjoico that there are men in
both political parties in this country who
can sorve her woll and to great advantags
to the country, eaven when I should pass
off thescone.* * ° ¢ ¥ There
aro other questions which are pot forward
as problers of state for us to deal with
which 1 must coufeds, Mr, President and
gentlemen of tho Board of Trado, I do not
50 rcgard  We havo been challenged with

tho fact that thero are movements « this
country not only looking to an entire
change of our constitution and tho country,
but a change in thealleviance of the poople.
I think, sir, that both parties in this coun-
try, and the men and women in this coun-
try who aro outside of party ranks, will put
the problem at a big distance at tho first
opportunity thoy pet of doing so. But I
do say as regards othor questions connected
with the States and thus country, other
questions looking to the fature of this
country, I can recommend to you the
oloquent words of his Excellency tho Gov.
ernor-Goneral to-night.who uttered wordsof
caution as to the dangerous responsibilitics
involved in the admission of national exis.
tence, and [ am sure that every man who
16 a Canadian at heart feels that this cun
try ought to be & nation, will Yo a nation,
and, please Gul, wo shall Liolp to mako it a
nation ; but, sir, we do not desire that 1t
shall be a separate nation, but that it will
be a nation in itself, forming a bulwark to
tho British Empive, whose traditions we
admire, whose protectivn wo enjoy, and
who has given to this couatr) in the fullast
degree tho right and the powor of self.
governinent, and agreed to extond to the
people of this country every facility which
o self-governed and independent people
could desire to havo.

Other speakers responded to various
toasts, Sir Oliver Mowat replymng for
the Province of Ontario, and the Hon.
Wilfrid Laurier for Quebec.

Whatever other lessons the event
contained we simply pomt to the
following, for we are outside the arena
of party politics, and we are not mem
bers of a Board of Trade. The
most important functions of govern
ment are not limited by shipping
reports, and the success of a govern
ment centres not in & minister of
finance, but in the respect for the
conscience and freedom of the in-
dividual consistent with the cgmimon
weal. The sccond is directed to our
Catholic  young men who, looking
upon the leader of the Guvernment,
Sir John Thompson, and the leader of
the Opposition, the Hoz. Mr. Laurier,
may see that the highest positions in
the country are open to themn provided
they walk the paths of sobriety, indus-
try and upright adherence to those
principles of faith which alone can
exalt and ennoble.

Our Roman news, dated Dec. 20th,
1892, announces that the Sacred Con-
gregation of Rites held a preparatory
session in the Vatican Palace in rela-
tion to the authenticity of miracles
wrought through the intercession of
the venerable Servant of God, Didace
of Madrid, a pricst and professed
member of the Capuchins. They also
held a general session in presence of
the Holy kather, in which 1t was
decided that they could with surety
proceed with the beatfication of several
venerable Domimicans and Jesuits who
were martyred mn the East. The
beatfication of the venerable Biancln,
a Barnabite; Baldincucci, a Jesuit;
and Maiella, a Redemptorist, will take
place on the 22nd, the 2gth of January
and the rz2th of March respectively,

In thé College of the Propaganda
the solemn distribution of prizes and
honors took pluce on December t4th,
when 16 doctors, 35 licentiates and 48
bachelors in theology, 7 doctors, 11

licentiates and 25 bLachelors in philo
sophy, rececived their degrees. The
Cardinal  Prefewt, Cardinal  Ledo-
chowski, presided on the occasion.

The approaching consistory will be
held on the 16th nst., when the fol-
lowing prelates will receive the red
hat: Mgr. Persicco, Secretary of the
Propaganda, Mgr. Mouenni, Under
Secretary of State; Mgr. di Pictro,
Nuncio at Madrid ; Mgr. Galimberti,
Nuncio at Vienna; Mgr Malagola,
Archbishop of Jermo, Mgr. Guanno,
Archbishop of Messina ; Mgr. Thomas,
Archbishop of Rouen, Myr. Megnan,
Archbishop of Tours; Mgr. Krementz,
Archbishop of Colugne , Mgr. Kopp,
Bishop of Breslau: Algr. Vaszary,
Prnimate of Hungary. Mgr. Sauz y
Fores, Archbishop of Seville; Mgr.
Vaughan, Archhlishop of W esunnster ;
and Mgr. Logue, Primate of Ircland.
Two cthers are named as probable—
Mgr. Salvau, Secretary of the Sacred
Congregauon of the Council, and a
third Frenchman.

The Grand Orient of the ltalian
Freemasons, presiding at a banquet
at Naples, replied to the Holy Father’s
letter upon Free Masonry. Without
danng to refute the statements and
arguments of lus Holiness, he boldly
announces the continued battle of the
secret socicties against the Church :
« We will have,” he says, “the State
eventually laical, which i> incarnate in
the schools, thefamily, and all the forms
of public life. Primary schools ought all
to be inthe hands and under the respon-
sibility of the Government, and no reli-
gious 1nstruction will be given in
them.” Civil marriage and divorce
are pro-laimed. «\What we wish is a
profound revolution in the whole
organization of the State. Masonry
combats the chnistianity of the Sacred
Congregation of the Index, of the
Immaczulate and of the Syllabus; it
combats the faith which is nourished
with the absurd and the moral deca-
logue of the Jesuits. Let Catholics
remain faithful, if they wish, to Jesus
Christ, but to-day they can no longer
be obedient and devout to His visible
Vicar without becoming hostile to the
State and sworn enemics of the unity
of our country.”

That is strong language, but it gives
a key to the judaism and masonry of
Italian  politics. Let our readers
regard carefully the social as well as
the religious principles announced and
sec if masonic principles in Europe
differ from those in America—non-
religious education, civil marriage and
divorce. Tt is not difficult to look for
them.

Political events in England and
Ircland, on account of the holiday
season, ar¢c very quict. From des-
patches we learn that Mr. Dillon con-
tinued his carnest cfforts before the
Commission for Evicted Tcnants, and




