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have heen the aunexncement in the ears of
an unhelieving world ! The son of the ear-

)Femer expounding thase mysteries which -

mffled the wixdom of Sacrates and of Plato!
—the lowly Nuzarene setting himself up in
appositien to the kearned Jewish doctoes, the

‘Seribes and the Pharisees'—the tugged -
‘mountdn sides and peaceful lnkes of Judea

listening to words of wisdom deeper far than
ever sotinded in the classic groves of Athens,

«ar were ever promulgated in the bhest of

Alexandrian schavls! Yet so it was, Divine
“l'eacher seat {rom God-—the history of all
who have come ta Thee for light and wisdom
hear witness to the fact—the history of my-
wiads of anxious anl enquiring spirits who
have since found rest and peace in thy soul-
satisfving doctrines, who have declared, in
the words of mv text, “ I am the light of the
world.”?

In discoursing further on these words, let
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" aious were ascribied to them sucht as the wars
shippers found raukling in thefr awn bosonts
—the people made their gads, and such gods
encouraged the peaple in the comumission of
sin,  Bven Judaism had lost much of its spi-
ritvality—tradition usurped the place of re-
velution—rites, ceremanies and outward oh-
servances flourished when the spiritual truths
they were intended to convey had passed intn
forgetfulness,  Such, then, was the state of
datkness when the God-man appeared pro.
clalming to a benighted universe—* Lam the
light ot the world.”

Let ns first view the Lord Jesus as the
ligit of the world with special reference to
Judaism—as the grand antitype which that
less perfect dispensation was intended to
typify.

. Judaism way, from its very nature, tempo-
rary and imperfect. The light which it shed
-along the pathway of humanitv journeying

us enfleavor to akcertain sonte of the ways in | toward everlasting vest, was rather the dim
which the Lovd Sesus proved Himself to be and fickle streaks which we recognize as the
the Lisht of the world,—praying that the harbingers of coming day, then the full orb
Holy Spirit will enlighten ony minds that we ~of light streaming down upon the world in

may take Him an our light and guide through
the wilderness of life,

Dut, first of ull, let me remark that itis
extremely difficult for those who have heen
instructed from infancy in the sublime teuths
which the Lord Fesus came to reveal, to re-
alize the magnitede of the change effectec in
human thought, hopes and aspirations by the

i perfect and refulgent splendor.  As a system
- of light and instruction, its types and symbols
* were what pictures are to the untutored mind
' of the child—media through which instruc.
ition may he conveved while as vet he cannot
grasp ahsteact principles with which a fully

developed intellect can dead.  In that sub.
! lime conrse of instruction destined by God

teuching of Chirist Jesus. Those who always + for his Church upon earth, through which it

itve in the light of the suns~upon whomit,
sheds its golden beams day after day—light- '

may arrive at perfect manhood, the older
economy may be said to represeat the rude
and unfinished education of the boy—imper-

ing “Y with bheauty and life every object
around them, may live on enjoying the bless-!
ings and comforts of light without ever think- ! ry toward the higher education of the perfect
ing of the grand orb of day-~the centre and: man. The principles of truth are there, but
source whence it all proceeds. Just so it they are there only in germ ; the material of
may be with professing christians : they may ; thought is present, yet time, labor and pa-

fect, indeed, in itself, but essentially necesea-

‘enjoy many of the advantages consequent cn
1he life and teaching of Christ, while they
seldom think of Him to whow they are in-
debted for them all.  But, on'the other hand,
sake him who has spent his existence in a
dark dungeon or a rayless cave—bring him
up to the light of day—place him under the
noon-day sun, and how very different his emo-
tions! No soorer are his dagzled eyes able
to ook upwards than he gozes with some-
thing like adoring wonder at yon great bur-
nished ball of light whence proceeds this glo-
rious flood of an all-pervading, jovous, life-
giving light. And somewhat similar to the
state of this denizen of the cave or prison, !

‘tiencc «re necessary for working them out
into a perfect system. But endeavor, for a

moment, to remove the Lord Jesus fiom this
1()1(1 Testament Dispensation, and observe
what remains ; ecclude that ray of light, and
thetwilight thickens into impenetrable gloom;
shut out the grand idea of the God-man
bringing salvation, and everything in that
complex ritualism loses its otherwise deep
and hallowed meaning. Remove in thought
the cross of Calvaty, with its suffering, bleed-
ing sacrifice—take away from history that
thrilling page around which the hopes of vur
souls are clustered, and which contains the
charter of our freedom in the ever-memorable

was that of the world previous to the coming, it is funished,” and how marvellously
of Clist Jesus.  Moral and spiritual dark- ¢ changed Goes the whole become. The grand
ness reigned with an almust univers:] sway— | central idea which gave harmony anrd unit

man, like a planet brokea loase from its or-! to the system has vanished. We see, indee‘{
bit, wandered away into darkness from the: altars erected to the Most High—innocent
;zreat centre of light, ‘I'he gold had become | victims led forward for sacrifice—altars seud-
«lim, and the much fine gold changed. The |ing their olouds of smoke heavenward morn-
notion of a Divine unity was lost among the | ingand evening—blood Rowing—Tlife passing
great heathen nations. Gods were multiplied | out with the blood—gorgeously apparalled
1n preside over every energy of nature—=pas- | priests in attendarce, and kumble earuest



