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Acts xiii. 39. “ By him,” saith he, * all that
believe shail be justified, and receive forgive-
ness of sins,” But whereas some might say
(und truly it might be objected,) suppose
I believe, though it be on something else, yet
1 may be saved by Christ, and for Christ's
sake meritoriously ; therefore, to obviate this,
there are two places more, which if you do
but add, you will see that it is not only all
that believe shall be saved through him, but
through him all shall be saved that believe
on him also; that is, as none but believers
and such as have faith, are saved, and saved
through faith, so, then, faith must be on him
too, by which they are saved; for so it is
expressly said in Acts x. 43, * Through His
name, whosoever believeth in him shall re-
ceive remission of sins.” The like you have
in Acts xxvi, 18, ¢ By faith which is in me.”
And therefore now here is the thing whereon
the strength of the argument lies; the scrip-
ture doth not only say, *“ He that believeth
shall be saved;” for so it saith too, ¢ He
that repenteth shall be saved,” and faith is
not only said to be unto salvation; for so re-
pentance is said to be unto salvation ; but it js
phainly expressed, he that believeth is saved
by believing on him. And this is yet more
express, Rom, iii, 22, « This,” says he, “isit
that witnessed by the law and the prophets,
even the righteousness of God, which is by
faith of Jesus Christ to all and upon all that
believe.”  le cdnfesseth not himself to
have said on them that believe, but more
emphatically adds, by fuith, so as this right-
eousness is not only said to be on them that
believe, for it is on them that repent too, but
itis also expressed that it is by believing,
Tt is the righteousness of God whichis b
faith on them that believe;” and this fait
I3 the fuith of Christ. Add to this that place
in Gal. iii. 22, where there is the like dupli-
cation, ¢ ‘The scripture hath concluded all
under sin, that the promise by the faith of
Jesus Christ might be given to them that
helieve.” It is given, and by believing on
Christ. And all argues, that us salvation is
by faith alone, so that itis by faith upon
this special object, upon Jesus Christ. But
vou will ask me, What is in Christ that is the
special object of the special faith?

I shall give you an answer out of the
scripture, in a word or two. You shall find
it to be faith in His blood, and faith in
His righteousness or in His obedience.
Faith in His blood you have in Rom. iii. 15,
and faith in Iis righteousness you have in
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His righteousness, viz.: * remission of sins,”
and, an * inheritance among them that are
sanctified,” these being the two legacies which
the soul comes for; and both “ by faith that
is in me,” saith Christ, Acts xxvi. 18; so
that indeed there is the whole obedience of
Christ, active and passive, blood and right-
eousness, for remission of sins, and for an
inheritance, as thus you have them simply
mentioned in several scriptures; and to give
you them both in one scripture, Rom. v., first
at the 9th verse, saith he, * Being now justified
by his blood,” and what doth his blood serve
to justify us from more peculiarl{? % From
wrath.” ¢ Being justified by his blood, "saith
he, “ we shall be saved from wrath through
him;” and elsewhere we are said to be justi-
fied from sin and from wrath: and then, in
verse 18, 19, of that chapter, “ As by the
disobedience of one many were made sin-
ners,” (viz., that act of Adam’s disobedience
imputed to them), “so by the obedience of
one many are made righteous,” (so the word
is.) They are constituted righteous by that
righteousness and obedience. He had
spoken of his blood before, ver. 9; he now
speaks of his righteousness, for he opposeth
it to the actual disobedience of the law,
which Adam committed, which consisted of
one act: but this is abundance of grace, and
of the gift of righteousness. My brethren,
we are not made righteous by the act of
believing ; no, we are constituted and made
righteous by that obedience of Christ on
which we beiieve; the text is express for it.
Now observe it, as justified by his blood
takes away wrath, as you have it verse 9,

so our being made righteous by his obedience
is for * justification of life.” Read the very
words of the 18th verse, where, speaking of

 Justification of life, whichis distinct from the

remission of sins, and freedom from wrath,
he saith, it is by having the righteousness of
Christ made ours, we being made righteous
by his obedicnce. So that I say this is the
special object of faith, and this was the faith
of the primitive times.

TroMas Goopwiy, D. D.
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