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the dinner, -at which the

Chief, who is brother of the Prime Minister.

‘THey are the richest and most inflnentiol fam- |

ity, although not of noble blood. in Mudagas-

car.  ‘The Commander in-Chicfis a very gens
. . . ~ N
tlemanly, intelligent, and good man, and one

in whom the King places great reliance.  ‘The

: .
dinner was very hangisomely arvanged, the pe-
culiarity of it being the great number of .

t

viands, cach of which wag removed in turn
from "1e table and carved and handed reund.
There were alzo handed round at least n do-
zen differest descriptions of a sort of mild
curry with riee. There were about thirty-
fuur persons, prineipally ladies and gentlemen
of the Court, who sat donn to tue table,
which was an urusaally bread one.  After

dinner the room was cieared aud Cancing '

commenced, and about ten o'cieek pelidng
and walizing,” guadiilles, laneers, &e., cance

to anend, and e party broke up. The roam

was a fine large one, ernamented with smal)
Jouking-glasses about 6 in. be 10 in. in it
frames, placed side by side all round, or form-
ing ornamental patterns on thye eciling, &e., |
and rovud the arches of a gailery whici: ran !
round the upper part. “The efieet was good,
and considerable taste had been dizpiayed in
the arangement. From the eentre of the
room was suspended @ handsome glass chan-
dalier,

On Mouduy, the 18th, the presents having
ail arrived, the presentation of them took
place at one o'clock, by Capt. Anson, who
had unpacked and tastefully arranged them !
in the Silver Palace, ready'for his Majesty’s
inspyetion early in thedmorning,  T'he King,
being fond of music, was much pleased with
the band instruments. The bealths of the !
King und Queen Victoria were drunk out ofi
the gobiets which formed part of the presents.
Queen Rabodo also seenred gracificd (when
the mantle wus presented to her) that she had
heen remembered. At two o’clock the Brit-
ish Consul—who had arrived the day previ-
ous—wax introduceil to his Majesty, in com-
any with Dr. Mavence, a French ereole, of
fauritius.  The Cousul delivered his cre-
dentials and made a speech to the King, by
whien it appeared that ke was anxious to
prove that he had not quarrelled with the
French Consul, and that he was.not going to
fight him. During the stay of the mission at
the capital, besides the members of the Frenen,
mission, there were present several Europe:
aus, for the purpose uf endearoring to obtain
concessions of land from the King. One of
these, formerly a Frenchrplanter at Mauritius;
named Lambert, had been to Rurope to en-
deavor to organize a Madagascar company,
but failed. As he appeared to entertainfmo-
napolist ideas and to have no notions ot free
trade, probably it is as well he did n#t suc-
seed. 'This individual had assumed“t® him-
aelf the title of the Duke of Imerina, and had
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King himself does! skilfully managed to obtain the signature

not attend. The dinner was given on this' the King to a letter which he employed so s
oceasion-at the house of the Commander-in- | to lead to the supposition that he was ncere

{eiety, and also a private friend and confiday
§ of King Radama, who, therg is no doubt, i«

' lent

.

jeet to the rule of King Radama. These

the Courts of Europe. It is to bé hoped th:]
no purses have heen lightened in \Enrope i;
connection with this man’s absurd schemes,

Iu contrast to such men there is, howeve;
at present at Antananarive a remarkable may
well known tn conneetinn with the the his
ry of Madagascar, the Rev. Mr. Ellis, whoj
now the head of the London Misslonary .

dited by King Rutdama 1. as Ambassador xrj

rives great advantages from having 80 exed
and able a friend so close nt hand.  Iti
from this gentleman>that the King receive
daily Tessous inthe English language, and b
Majesty Kindiv permitted some of the,mew.
hers of the mission to he present on some o
these cecasions, when he read very fairly eyl
of the New Testament, commenting exten
sively and with great acuteness as he wen
on. My, Ellis had also a service every Sun
dwy afiernoon for the King ard his Court o
three o’clock, at which the mission and othe
Yuglish residents in the capital usually at
terded.  The number of professing Chuis.
tians is daily on the inerease ; and at one of
the churches aloue on one oceasion at which
the mission were present there wis a congre.
gution of 800 people.

The Awmericans, it is understood, are abou:
to send a party of missionaries to Madagas.
car.  Shortly before the coronation an inter.
esiing event took place—namely the recep.
tion of the chiefs cf the Sacalanes, a warlike
tribe who had not hitherto been entirely sub.
chiefs were well received by the King, and ap.
peared much pleased with their reception,
They paid their * Hasena,” and otherwise ae.
knowiedged their subjection to the King in
the customary manner. Their followers then
danced some of their nalive warlike dances
before the King with their muskets (which’
were beautifully kept and in strong contrass
to thase of the King’s army)-in their hands,

‘The King houored the mission by dining
with them on two néeasinns, He is:aman of
luw stature, very active, and has great powers
of endurance. Quick dnd excitable, but very
intelligent ; “full ot humour; kind-hearted,
goodnatured-to a fault. His boast is that he
has neverallowed any one to be put to death
during his reign. During his mother’s reign
the greater part of his time was occupied in
trying to prevent her cruelties, in which he
was-aided by a number of swarn followers,
called “ Menamaso,” or Red Eyes, from their
unever being supposed to sleep. These men
now form his confidential fiiends, and act 23
a sort of Court detective force. There are
some exccllent and good men amongst them,
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